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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED LasourR MarKET IN SEPTEMBER. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the ‘‘ Labour Gazette.” It 
is based on 2,457 returns, viz., 1,715 from employers, 582 from 
trade unions, and 160 from other sources. 

During September the general state of employment has continued 
steady and good. The percentage of unemployed members returned 
— Unions was still lower than at any similar period since 

889. 

In the 123 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 502,915, 12,129 (or 2°4 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of September, compared with 2°3 in June, 
July and August, and with 2°6 per cent. in the 117 unions, with a 
membership of 467,075, from which returns were received for 
September, 1898. 

Employment in Various Industries—Coal Mining.—Kmploy- 
ment generally continues good. Returns relating to collieries, at 
which 390,144 workpeople were employed, show that the average 
number of days worked per week was 5°40 in the four weeks 
ended September 23rd, as compared with 5°18 in August and 
5°37 in September, 1898. The increase as compared with August 
is largely attributable to the August holidays. The above state- 
ments do not include pits in South Wales and Monmouthshire, 
work not having resumed in 1898 at the associated collieries until 
_after the commencement of the period dealt with here. 


Iron Minina.—Employment generally continues good. Returns 
relating to 128 iron mines and openworks, at which 16,874 work- 
‘people were employed, show that the average number of days 
‘worked per week was 5°83 in the four weeks ended September 
oy as compared with 5°74 in August and 5°82 in September, 
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Pig Iron Industry.—Employment in this industry at the end of 
_ September was practically unchanged as compared with August, 
and continued better than a year ago. At the works of 116 iron- 
masters 380 furnaces were in blast at the end of September and at 
the end of August, as compared with 356 a year ago. The esti- 
mated number of workpeople employed was 25,384 at the end of 
September, 25,443 at the end of August, and 23,620 at the end of 
September, 1898. 


Iron and Steel manufacture—-Employment has remained good 
during September, and is better than either a year ago or a 
month ago. At the 218 works from which returns have been 
received 82,110 workpeople were employed in the week ended 
September 30th, 81,198 in the week ended August 26th, and 
78,863 in the week ended October Ist, 1898; the average number 
of shifts worked in these three weeks being 5°62, 5°47, and 5°57 
respectively. 

Tinplate Trade—Employment in this industry continues to 
improve, and is much better than a year ago. At the end of 
September 411 mills were at wonk (including those engaged 
in the manufacture of blackplates), employing an estimated number 
of 20,813 workpeople. These figures compare with 390 mills 
employing 19,683 workpeople at the end of August, and 306 
mills employing 15,585 workpeople at the end of September, 1898. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has remained 
steady and good. The percentage of unemployed union members 
in this group of trades at the end of September was the same 
ne! in August, viz. 2°6, which was also the percentage in September, 
1898. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has remained brisk, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of September 
being 1:6, compared with 1:5 in August. The percentage for 
September, 1898, was 

Employment in the Building trades has continued good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members among carpenters and 
plumbers at the end of September was 1:3, compared with 1:2 in 
August, and 0°9 per cent. in September, 1898. 

In the Furnishing trades employment has remained fairly steady. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
September was 2:1, compared with 1:9 in July and August, and 
also in September of last year. . 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has 
improved, particularly in the latter. The percentage of un- 
employed union members at the end of September was 5:1, 
compared with 5-9 in August, and 4°6 per cent. in September of 
last year. 

Employment in the Paper trade has somewhat improved. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of September 
was 3°6, compared with 4°] in August. The percentage for 
September, 1898, was also 3°6. eek 
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In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of September was 6:1, compared with 10:1 in 
September of last year. e 

Employment in the Leather trades is good. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of September was 3°2, 
compared with 2°5 in August, and 5:4 per cent. in September, 1898. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade although good in a few 
centres is dull on the whole. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade has 
improved, In the ready-made branch it has improved in most 
of the provincial centres, and is fairly good generally. 

Employment continues very good in the Spinning and Weaving 
branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting Cotton 
factories employing about 83,500 women and girls, shows that 
96 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and 98 per cent. of 
those in Weaving factories, were working in factories giving full 
employment during the month, comparing with 97 per vent. in 
each case in August, and with 90 and 74 per cent. respectively a 
year ago. 

Employment in both the Woollen and Worsted trades continues 
very good. In the Hosiery trade a'so, employment continues good, 


Trade Disputes—Fifty-four fresh disputes occurred in Sep- 
tember, 1899, involving 8,858 workpeople. The corresponding 
number .of disputes in August was 33 involving 10,232 work- 
people, and in September, 1898, 52, involving 7,644 workpeople. 
Of the 54 fresh disputes in September, 1899, 3 occurred in jthe 
building trades, 11in mining and quarrying, 14 in the metal, 
engineering and shipbuilding trades, 12 in textile trades, 8 in 
transport trades, and 6 in other industries. Of the 65 new and 
old disputes, involving 45,851 workpeople, of which the termina- 
tion is reported; 19 involving 2,327 persons were decided in 
favour of the workpeople; 24 involving 37,990 persons in favour 
of the employers; 16 involving 4,822 persons resulted in a com- 
promise, while in the case of the remaining 6 disputes, involving 
712 persons, work was resumed pending further negotiations. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—All the changes reported in 
September were increases. The total number affected was 189,033 
and the average advance in the rates of wages of these workpeople 
amounted to 93d. per head. The trades most affected were coal 
mining (130,088) and iron and steel manufacture (47,177). Only 
3,550 or 1°3 per cent. of the workpeople who obtained advances 
were involved in disputes causing stoppage of work; 169,899 
workpeople obtained their advances by the operation of sliding 
scales in the coal mining and metal trades; 2,549 as the result of 
conciliation or arbitration without previous stoppage of work, and 
13,035 by direct negotiation between employers and workpeople 
or otherwise. 
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WaRNING TO BriTISH CONSIGNEES OF TIMBER SHIPPED FROM RiGa. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Riga, having reference to a former 
despatch, published in March last, in which it was stated that a 
control over the quantities of lathwood shipped from Riga had 
been established, under the supervision of a sworn measurer, by 
the exporters of that place. 

It now appears that several small firms, who refused to join the 
body of exporters, are endeavouring to ship lathwood under the 
old system, and are sending out certificates made before a notary, 
in which nothing is said about correctness of measurement, to the 
effect that such and such parcels have been visited and examined 
by some person. H.M. Consul at Riga therefore thinks it 
desirable to call the attention of British consignees to the wording 
of all documents respecting shipments of lathwood from Riga, and 
to warn the:n that the only certificates recognized by the body of 
Riga exporters are those signed by the sworn measurer. 


ProposEp WEEKLY STEAM Suip SERVICE BETWEEN TRONDHJEM 
AND LONDON. 

- The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
stating that a proposal is under consideration for the Norwegian 
Government to subsidise a weekly line of steamers to run all the 
year through between Trondhjem and London. 

The Trade Association of Trondhjem, to whom the question has 
been referred by the Norwegian Government for an expression of 
their opinion, state that the establishment of such a line is 
desirable as soon as possible, and that they consider that it would 
be of great benefit to exporters in North Norway of fresh, salted, 
and dried fish, timber, woodpulp, butter, hay, game, potatoes, and 
tinned goods. It is recommended that the steamers—which should 
be of between 500 and .1,000 tons, with single passenger cabins— 
should touch at Christiana, N. Molde, and Aalesund. It is stated, 
however, that, if adopted, the proposed line is not likely to come 
into operation before another twelve months. 


Notices TO Mariners. 
South Australia. 
St. Vincent Gulf—Notice is hereby given of the intention to 
remove the Port Adelaide Lighthouse from its present position at 
the entrance to the Port Adelaide River to a site in the vicinity of 
the Bell Buoy, on the outer end of the Wonga Shoal. The actual 
position and the precise date of removal will be made known in a 
future notice. 
Nore.—This affects Admiralty Plans Nos. 1750 and 1752. 
Spencer Gulf.— Notice is hereby given that the Black Beacon 
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which marked the 18 foot patch on the Eastern edge of the 
Western Shoal has disappeared, and will not be replaced until 


further notice. 
This affects Admiralty Chart No. 403. 


Savine Lire aT Ska. 
Prize for the Best Apparatus for Saving Life at Sea. 


The Board of Trade have been informed by the Foreign Office 
that a prize of 100,000 frances has been founded by the heirs of the 
late Mr. Anthony Pollok, of Washington, to be awarded during 
the Universal Exhibition, which is to be held in Paris in 1900, to 
the inventor of the best apparatus for the saving of life in cases of 
maritime disaster. This prize which is open to universal competi- 
tion, is a donation of 100,000 francs. This sum is now on deposit 
with the American Security and Trust Company of Washington, 
D.C., and will be paid over to the successful competitor when a 
decision shall have been rendered by an appointed jury and for- 
mally communicated to the Secretary of State of the United States 
through the Commissioner General of the United States to the 
International Exhibition of 1900. 

The juror selected on behalf of the Government of the United 
States is Lieutenant William S. Sims, U.S.N., Naval Attaché of 
the Embassy of the United States at Paris. In considering the 
award the jury will be governed by the following conditions :— 

1. The total amount of the prize may be awarded to a single 
individual on condition that the invention is of sufficient practical 
value and importance to justify the proposed award. 

2. Should several persons enter inventions of equal value, the 
jury, as it shall consider right and just, may award a portion of 
the prize to each. 

8. Should none of the inventions entered be of sufficient value 
to entitle it to the prize, the jury may reject any and all of them, 
but at the same time shall be empowered to indemnify competing 
inventors in such amounts as may be deemed advisable. The 
essential details as to this prize have been agreed upon between 
Mr. Ferdinand W. Peck, Commissioner General of the United 
States to the Paris Exhibition of 1900, and the Honourable Alfred 
Picard, Commissioner General of the Universal International 
Exhibition of 1900. They have also had the substantial assent 
and approval of the French authorities to the end that the 
competition for the prize may take place during the exhibition. 
The instructions to competitors will be issued in due season by 
the jury, with the sanction and approval of the authorities of the 
French Exhibition. ‘These will be distributed upon application. 
Correspondence, however, may be addressed to the members of 

the jury at Paris, or to Mr. Charles J. Bell, president of the 
American Security and Trust Company, No. 1405 G Street, 
Washington, District of Columbia, U.S.A. ' 
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. ORDNANCE SurvEY Maps or GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Board of 
Agriculture, the following information concerning Ordnance 
Survey maps of Great Britain and Ireland :— 

The chief maps published by the Ordnance Survey are on the 
following scales :— 

Price per sheet, uncoloured. 
about 10 feet to one mile... 
five feet to.one mile.. pos. Gd. 
Both for towns only. 
oF 25°344 inches to a mile, com- 
plete for Great Britain ... 


In progress in Ireland. 2s. 6d. without areas. 


zo$so, or 6 inches to a mile, complete ) 2s. 6d. per full sheet. 
for Great Britain and Irelan } 1s. per quarter sheet. | 
or one inch to a mile... 
1. Outline with contours, 1s. per sheet for Eng- 


2. With hills in black. — land, Wales, and 
» brown ;. in Ireland ; 1s. 9d. per 
progress. sheet. for Scotland 


4. In colours, with hills and) (double size). 
contours in progress. 

~All the above maps are of various dates, and are periodically 
revised, except the town maps, which are only revised at, the 
expense of the town. 

There are agents for the sale of Ordnance Survey maps in most 
of the chief towns, and maps can be ordered, and indexes, &c., seen. 
at many head post offices in places where there are no agents. 
They can algo be ordered through any bookseller, railway. bookstall, 
or from the Director-General, Ordnance Survey Office, Southamp- 


ton, or, in the case of Treland, from the emanate 5. Ordnance 
Surv ey, Dublin. 


ForEIGN INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE. 


In an annual report on the Trade of Russia, recently issued by 
the Foreign Office (No. 2343 Foreign Office Annual Series), H.M. 
Consul-General at St. Petersburg, states that one of the principal 
reasons preventing English capitalists from investing their capital 
in Russian industrial undertakings, may be attributed to the 
feeling of uncertainty that results from a condition always laid 
down by the Russian Government when granting permission 
to a foreign company to carry on its operations in Russia, to the 
effect that it reserves to itself the right of withdrawing at any 
time such permission at its will, even without giving any explana- 
tion. With reference to the above statement the Board of Trade 
have received a memorandum from M. Tatistcheff, of the Imperial 
Russian Financial Agency in London, stating that the restrictive 
condition has been adopted in Russia, when granting permission 


a 
. 


Oct. 1899.] BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 391 


to foreign companies to carry on their operations in that country, 
only in order to assimilate the conditions under which they work 
in the Empire to those of the Russian Companies, which, according 
to the terms of their statutes can, in certain determined cases, be 
dissolved according to an Order of H.M. the Emperor, based on 
a report of the meeting of ministers. 
Considering however that this condition, which has never, up to 
the present, been applied to foreign companies, justifies to some 
extent the fears of foreign capitalists of seeing their capital com- 
promised by arbitrary measures, the Russian Imperial Minister of 
Finance has decided in the future not to include it in the per- 
missions granted to these companies. It has recently been 
changed into a condition that simply stipulates that, so far as the 
withdrawal of the permission granted to foreign companies to 
carry on their operations in Russia is concerned, these companies 
have to submit to the laws and regulations at present in force on 
the matter, as well as to those that may be issued in the future 
by the Imperial Government. By this means foreign companies, 
so far as regards the carrying on of their operations in the Empire 
will be placed on the same footing as Russian societies. 


TENDERS FOR FREEZING CHAMBERS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
AT WaRSaw. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, stating that 
tenders are inyited by the municipality of that city for the con- 
struction of freezing chambers and electric lighting in the covered 
market halls. The latest date by which the tenders have to be 
sent in has not yet been fixed. Such particulars as have been 
received may be examined on personal application at the Commer- 
cial Department of the Foreign Office any day between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR PaPER AT CAIRO. 
_ The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
‘despatch from H.M. Consul at Cairo, ‘stating that the time has 
been extended to the 25th October for the receipt of tenders for 
the supply of 200,000 kilos of paper, required for the use of the 
National Printing Press, during the years 1900 and 1901. 


TENDERS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN AQUEDUCT IN PANAMA. 


_ The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Panamé, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Panamé authorities, not later than the 30th 
December, for the construction of an aqueduct in that city. Such 
particulars as have been received may be examined on personal 
application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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TreNDERS FOR Evectric LiGgHTING aT Porto ALEGRE. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Minister at Rio, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Municipality of Porto Alegre, not later than the 
3lst December next, at 1 p.m., for the electric lighting of that 
town. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 


Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR DRAINAGE AND WATERWORKS AT CONCEPCION. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Minister at Santiago, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Chilian Government, not later than the 3rd January, 
1900, for the drainage and waterworks in Concepcion. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Contract ror &c., ror Ral_ways. 
English tenders accepted. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of extract from the “ Brazilian Review” giving the particulars 
of the different tenders for supply of rails and other material 
opened at the Central Railway on the 14th August last. The 
contract was awarded to the Compania Mechanica e Industrial de 
S. Paulo, representatives of Messrs. Crawshaw Bros., of Cardiff, 
whose proposal was £205 14s. 4d. lower than any other. 

Some tenders, although otherwise advantageous, could not be 
taken into account because their conditions went outside of the 
terms stipulated in the notice calling for tenders. 

American manufacturers are noticeable only by their complete 
absence. It is to be observed that whilst the only tenders for rails 
on account of French makers was so high as to be practically out 
of the market, that by Krupp and Co. was only 2s. 10d. per ton 
higher than the lowest English tender, 6s. 10d. per ton lower than 
the one accepted. 


~ GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
. India Office —The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
-prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply locomotives. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to the 
Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m., on 
Tuesday, the 24th October, 1899, after which time no tender will 
be received. 
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Imports OF Pic-IRon aND UNWROoUGHT STEEL INTO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the months of January- 
September, 1899, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1899. Tons. £ Tons. £ 
January 34,386 | 12,084 | 53,227 
March ... coe ose eae a 9,401 23,591 5,992 31,043 
May ... 6,969 17,420 9,580 50,304 
June ... 6,833 21,092 2,471 13,816 
August ... 4,870 17,589 3,432 15,964 
September... 4,209 14,293 1,342 7,369 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898| 76,356 180,614 29,374 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897; 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 | 128,892 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The “Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom ” for the month of September, 1899, and 
the nine months ended 30th September, 1899, a further reference 
to which will be found on pp. 494-495 of the present issue of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may be 
purchased at a small cost (in the present instance, 8d.) per copy, 
either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies & Co., 
12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Glasgow ; 
or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
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and British Protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 8s. 14d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. 


LANDING AT WALFISCH Bay. 


With reference to a note on p. 347 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for March, 1899, the. Board of Trade have received, 
through the Colonial Office, copy of an extract from the Report on 
Walfisch Bay Harbour of the Chief Inspector of Public Works, for 
the year 1898, which states that as the larger vessels occasionally 
calling at the above port might be deterred from using it unless 
better facilities were provided to enable those boats drawing too 
much water to come alongside the jetty to. discharge their cargo 
quickly and safely, an indent has been forwarded for three sub- 
stantial steel lighters, fifty feet long, and also a powerful little 
tug-launch. This equipment should suffice to meet all the present 

uirements of the port. 
With regard to the jetty at Walfisch Bay, it is stated in the 
above report that a “Tee” head enables all boats calling regularly 
at the port to discharge cargo with ease and despatch. 

A travelling crane for heavy weights, and two sets of davits 
have been provided. The work of erection was carried out entirely 
under contract, the Government supplying all materials on the 
spot. The timber used was teak and Jarrah. This, amounting to 
some 13,000 cubic feet was, together with the necessary ironwork, 
transported from Cape Town to.the bay. The resident Magistrate, 
Walfisch Bay, superintends the working and maintenance of the 
jetty. It is also stated that the tug, referred to above, is being 
built. at Woodstock (near Cape Town) by a local boat-building 
firm. The vessel will have a length of 35 feet, with 8 ft. 6 in. 
beam, fitted with 20 h.p. compound surface condensing marine 
engines. 

_Advice has. been received of the direct. shipment. to Walfisch 
Bay of the locomotive condensing plant and supply of. coal, where 
its arrival will be awaited by an experienced fitter—under special 
engagement—-whose services have been secured in view of past 
experience of the conditions under which machinery will have to 
be worked at Walfisch Bay. 

In view of the advent of the locomotive, steps are being taken 
to strengthen the tram line by the insertion of additional sleepers. 


> | 
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II.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for the month of September last show an 
increase as compared with the corresponding month of 1898 in the 
value of the imports from foreign countries and British possessions, 
in the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures, and in 
the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise. The imports for 
September, 1899, were valued at 38,721,0791. as compared with 
35,557 ,488/. for September, 1898, showing an increase of 3,163,5911., 
or 8°9 per cent., and the exports amounted in value to 27,035,3641. 
as against 23,651,374, for September, 1898, of which British and 
Irish produce and manufacture alone were valued at 22,874,8071. 
in September, 1899, and 19,945,0851. in September, 1898, an increase 
of 2,429,7221., or 122. per cent. This includes the value of ships, 
new (not registered as British), viz., 319,2497. not recorded before 
1899. The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for 
September, 1899, were valued at 4,660,557. as compared with 
3,706,2891. for September, 1898, an increase of 954,268/., or 25:7 
per cent. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports 
for September, 1899, as compared with September, 1898, accord- 
ing to the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Sept. 30. 
ee Increase. | Decrease. 


1898, | 1899. 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... _.../15,993,578 |17,664,269 | 1,670,691 
Metals... 1,568,331 | 2,224,837 | 656,506 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 


substances ... 317,426 352,366 34,940 — 
_ Raw materials for manufactures ....| 8,323,785 | 8,577,580 253,795 _- 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
«articles one 8,541,253 | 9,087,450 546,197 


Total -.... £/35,557,488 |38,721,079 | 3,163,591 


The imports of all kinds of corn show a net increase in value of 
212,454. in September, 1899, as compared with September, 1898. 
Wheatmeal and flour has increased 193,3461., and oats 105,3482. ; 
but barley shows a decrease of 249,9701. With regard to other 
articles of food and drink, and always comparing the value of the 
imports of September, 1899, with that of the imports for September, 
1898, it is seen that bacon has increased 214,2901., fresh beef 
178,8841., butter 253,338I., eggs 63,7571., lard 51,384/., and sugar, 
refined and unrefined, 131,010/. On the other hand, fresh mutton 
shows a decrease of 144,6911., and wine of 104,8891. Tobacco of 
all kinds has increased 494,2401. Under the category of metals, 
copper of all kinds shows an increase of 202,148/., iron ore of 
136,9951., and tin of 230,5381. There are no notable fluctuations 


* See also pp. 494-495. 
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in chemicals, &c., and oils, but as regards raw materials for textile 
manufacture there are increases in the imports of flax, hemp, jute, 
and silk, of 77,3811., 72,0291., 39,859/., and 56,6811. respectively. 
Sheep or lambs’ wool has increased 31,473/., but mohair shows a 
decrease of 144,466/., due to smaller imports from Turkey 
especially, and all other countries generally. The imports of 
caoutchouc, paper making materials, and wood, have also de- 
creased, but hides, manures, gutta percha, and tallow, and 
stearine show an improvement. 

Ezxports.—The following table shows the value of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures for the month ending 30th 
September, 1899, as compared with a like period of 1898, and the 
increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended Sept. 30. 
Increase. | Decrease. 


1898. 1899. 


& £ £ 
Animals, living ove 80,970 88,516 7,546 
Articles of food and drink ... «..| 1,293,639 | 1,381,136 87,497 — 
Raw materials... .| 2,180,796 | 2,337,692 156,896 — 


Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics «| 7,668,346 | 8,377,312°| 708,966 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery and ships) ... .--| 2,567,238 | 3,601,532 | 1,034,294 — 
Machinery and millwork 1,638,236 | 1,550,518 — 87,718 
Ships, new (not registered as 
British) 319,249 | 319,249). — 
Miscellaneous ... ose ---| 4,515,860 | 4,718,852 | 202,992 _ 


Total £/19,945,085 |22,374,807 | 2,429,722 _ 


The exports of herrings show a decrease of 111,475 barrels, 
valued at 101,135/., and those of coal, coke, and fuel of 128,3621. 
With regard to manufactured articles, cotton piece goods show an 
increase of 17,522,800 yards, valued at 318,900/., much larger 
shipments having been more especially made to China, Japan, 
Bombay and the United States. On the other hand the exports 
of these goods to the chief South American countries show an 
aggregate decrease in value of 86,224]. (570,5621., as compared 
with 456,786l.), Peru and Chile being the only two countries which 
have imported rather more in September, 1899, than in September, 
1898. Cotton yarn has increased 30,952/. and silk, woollen and 
worsted yarn have also increased, but linen yarns show a decrease 
of 8,159/. Woollen and worsted tissues have increased by 161,3511. 
In metals there is an increase in the value of the exports of iron 
unwrought and wrought, of 775,114/, and of copper of 188,5651., 
the only decrease in this category being one of 1,828. in connection 
with plate and plated wares. The value of the exports of machinery 
is hardly so satisfactory in September, 1899, as in the corres- 
ponding month of the previous year, steam engines showing an 
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increase only of 2,146/., and other descriptions of machinery a 
decrease of 89,8641. This decrease is principally accounted for by 
smaller exports of textile machinery to Russia and the British 
East Indies. 

With regard to the trade for the nine months ended 30th 
September, 1899, as compared with a similar period of 1898, 
animals living (for food) show a decrease of 540,0501., articles of 
food and drink (dutiable) 593,7901, raw materials for textile 
manufacturers 3,002,181/., and parcel post 149,396/. All other 
categories of imports show increases, via., articles of food and 
drink (duty free) 1,559,8901., tobacco 1,267,3841., metals 4,841,6051., 
chemicals, &c., 184,1221., oils 938,214/., raw materials for sundry 
industries and manufactures 2,799,142/., manufactured articles 
3,355,5041., and miscellaneous articles 764,0291., the total net 
increase for the nine months amounting to 11,424,4731. With 
regard to the exports for the same period, the total increase as 
compared with a similar period of 1898 amounted to 21,622,0391., 
the only category showing a decrease being that of animals living. 
The above increase, however, includes the value of the export ships, 
new (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 

Tonnage of vessels entered and cleared with cargoes.—The 
tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during September, 1899, 
with cargoes, amounted to 3,014,732 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared in the foreign trade to 3,768,523 tons as against 3,014,024 
tons entered, and 3,588,190 tons cleared in September, 1898. 
With regard to the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during 
September, 1899, with cargoes, amounted to 2,524,199 tons, and 
the tonnage cleared to 2,489,007 tons, as against 2,658,523 tons 
entered, and 2,655,834 tons cleared in September, 1898. 


IlIl.—THE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE. 


The International Statistical Institute has recently held its 
biennial session at Christiania, the seventh that has taken place 
since the foundaticn of the Institute in its present form in 1885, 
the meetings in previous years having been held in Rome, Paris, 
Vienna, Chicago, Berne, and St. Petersburg. as 

On the 2nd September a reception of the members and visitors 
was held by H.M. the King at Christiania, and the sittings of 
the Congress were formally opened on the 4th September by the 
Norwegian Minister of the Interior, M. Qvam, who welcomed the 
members and visitors to Christiania in the name of the Norwegian 
Government. Thirty-three members of the Institute and ninety- 
six visitors attended. ae 

M. Levasseur, Vice-President of the Institute, after expressing 
the regret of the Congress at the enforced absence through illness 
of Sir Rawson W. Rawson, President of the Institute, delivered an 
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inaugural address in which he reviewed the past history and work 
of the Institute, and reminded the delegates that Norway was the 
first country in Europe in which periodical observations of the 
movement of the population were scientifically made, the enumera- 
tions of 1734 and 1769 being cited as examples. He referred in 
flattering terms to Quetelet, who was the founder of the Inter- 
national Statistical Congress, and stated that the work of this 
Congress was being continued with advantage and benefit by the 
International Statistical Institute. 

In the course of the proceedings, papers were read by M. 
Neymarck (France) on uniformity in estimates of the value of 
personal securities; by M. de Foville (France) on international 
statistics of the precious metals and currency; by Dr. Stieda 
(Germany) on prices current in past times; and by Major Craigie 
(England) on the collection of agricultural statistics. Major 
Craigie also read a valuable note on the proportion of cattle and 
sheep to area and population in various countries. 

Mr. A. E. Bateman (Board of Trade) continued his researches 
into the comparability of commercial statistics of various 
countries, as shown in a series of tables exhibiting the different 
methods of registering the imports into, and exports from, a 
country—(1) By countries of origin and destination, (2) by official 
or declared values, and (3) by classification of goods. 

On this occasion Mr. Bateman drew attention to several fresh 
questions, especially the various ways of dealing with transit, 
transhipment, and what is known as “improvement” trade (that 
is merchandise temporarily imported to be worked up for re- 
exportation as manufactured goods), and also the method of 
dealing with the commercial statistics of ‘free ports” such as 
Copenhagen, which have been created for the express purpose of 
the encouragement of trade. He pointed out that such questions 
have not an important influence in British trade statistics, as, in 
consequence of its Free Trade principles the United Kingdom has 
no need of free ports or regulations for temporary importation 
(t.e., improvement trade). He also expressed the opinion that in 
order to render the comparability of international commercial 
statistics as useful and complete as possible, the different systems 
of registration in use in various countries should be more 
thoroughly taken into account. He also read a memorandum on 
the new statistical work of the Commercial Labour and Statistical 
Departments in connection with International Statistics. 

The following members took part in the discussion that followed 
on Mr. Bateman’s paper on the Comparability of Commercial 
Statistics: Sir Robert Giffen, Dr. W. Lexis (Germany), M. M. 
Levasseur and Tisserand (France), Dr. Inama Sternegg (Austria), 
and M. de Foville (France). Papers were also read in the economic 
section by Dr. Blau on prices in Russia, by M. Faure on the taxa- 
tion of personal property, and by General Borkowski on Russian 
inland waterways and the registration of traffic thereon. In the 
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Demographic Section M. Bertillon presented a report on the desir- 
ability of uniformity of nomenclature of the cause of death, and 
suggested that his system should be subject to decennial revision 
in accordance with the progress of medical science. This was 
ultimately referred to the statistical societies and institutes of 
various countries. Dr. Kérésy spoke on the progress of the scheme 

for the comparison of census results, and Dr. von Inama Sternegg 

examined the question of Vienna pauperism, and recommended the 

registration of individual cases in such detail as would serve as 

evidence of what he termed the morphology of pauperism. 

Dr. Rauchberg read a paper on statistics of population by occu- 
pation, Dr. Troinitsky on the Russian census, Herr Sundbirg, of 
the Swedish Statistical Bureau, on the distribution of the popula- 
tion by age and mortality rates, and Dr. Fahlbeck, of the University 
of Lund, on the demography of the Swedish aristocracy. The 
subject of criminal and judicial statistics was dealt with by the 
Italian representatives, Signori Bodio and Bosco, and by M. Tarde. 
A sub-committee was appointed to report to the next congress 
upon Herr Kicer’s important proposals for recording the popula- 
tions of uncivilised countries. 

Four new members of the Institute were elected at the Congress. 
Messrs. Levasseurs, Troinitsky, and Lexis were re-elected vice- 
presidents; M. Bodio, secretary, and Mr. Bateman, honorary 
treasurer, were also re-elected. 

Dr. Inama Sternegg, President of the Central Statistical Office 
of Austria-Hungary, and Member of the Upper Chamber of 
Austria, was elected President for the next two years, Sir Rawson 
Rawson, whose resignation on account of failing health was accepted 
with much regret, being requested to accept the post of Honorary 
President. Dr. Jekelfalussy, Director of the Hungarian Central 
Statistical Bureau, conveyed an invitation on the part of the Austro- 
Hungarian Government to hold the next Congress at Buda-Pesth, 
which was accepted. The session continued in all for five days— 
two sections only—one for demographic and one for economic 
subjects being appointed ; and was finally closed by the acknow- 
ledgment by M. Levasseur on the part of his colleagues of the 
great consideration and hospitality shown by Herr Kicer, Chief 
Director of the Central Office of Statistics of Norway, and by the 
Committee of Organisation to all the members of the Congress. 
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IV.—THE EFFECT OF THE TRADE OF FRENCH 
GUINEA ON THE TRADE OF SIERRA LEONE AND 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


_ A communication, dated 11th September last, has been received 
from the Colonial Office, enclosing a despatch from the officer ad- 
ministering the Government of Sierra Leone, on the subject of the 
effect of the growing prosperity of the trade of French Guinea and 
Konakry on the trade of Sierra Leone and of Great Britain. The 
following is extracted from the despatch in question :— 

In former years Freetown was the recognised depdt for goods 
intended for consumption in the district termed in Sierra Leone 
the northern rivers, namely, Rio Nimez, Rio Pongos, &c. The 
inhabitants of this district, from an early period in the history 
of the colony, looked upon Freetown as the only place whence they 
could easily obtain European and American merchandise, and also 
as a centre to which native products could be brought down from 
the rivers for sale. As many of the principal native chiefs in the 
northern rivers were, up to about the year 1881, receiving stipends 
from the Sierra Leone Government, these rivers were, by persons 
trading there, considered to be under the influence of Great 
Britain. They became, however, a French colony, designated at 
first “ Riviéres du Sud,” and afterwards “French Guinea.” 
Konakry was made the principal town and seat of Government; 
large sums of money were expended by the French in construct- 
ing commodious public buildings there and in otherwise improving 
the place; grants of land for erecting dwelling-houses, factories, 
and stores were made to traders and others, and protective duties 
were imposed upon articles imported from foreign ports, Sierra 
Leone included. 

These measures have only been taken during the last few years, 
and during the same time there has been a rise ia the price of 
rubber, giving a great impetus to the new town. The year 1895 
is the first for which any definite French figures are available, and 
the following table shows the imports and exports of the colony 
for the years 1895 to 1898, extracted from the information con- 
tained in the various issues of the “ Bulletin officiel administratif 
de la Guinée frangaise.” 


Table showing value of Imports into and Exports from French 
Guinea for the years 1895 to 1898. 


Imports. 


Great Sierra 
Britain. Leone. 


French 
Colonies. 


185,360 
305,524 
360,795 


| 
— | 202,995 


Year. | | | 
| | Other 
£ 
1895 
1896 20,510 
1897 48,375 
1898 68,136 1 
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Exports. 


Great 


Sierra Other 
Britain. Total. 


Leone. | Countries. 


French 
France. Colonies. 


£ 


& & 


£ 
1895... 209,215 


1896 -.| 27,968 6,616 5,180 167,484 24,242 231,485 
1897 eee] 24,949 2,088 50,331 149,929 41,713 269,010 
1898 ---| 16,828 5,356 196,865 44,628 48,322 311,999 


The imports into French Guinea from Sierra Leone, according 
to the French “ Bulletin Officiel” ought to correspond with the 
exports from Sierra Leone to French Guinea, according to the 
English blue book, and similarly the exports from French Guinea 
to Sierra Leone should correspond with the imports to Sierra 
Leone from French Guinea. How far this is from being the case 
will be seen from the following table, compiled from the blue 
books of the years 1895 to 1898. 


Table showing exports from Sierra Leone to French Guinea and imports 
into Sierra Leone from French Guinea for the years 1895 to 1898. 


Year. Value of Exports. | Value of Imports. 


£ 
1,817 


* Includes 15,1007. specie. 


It is evident at a glance that the Sierra Leone figures are of no 
value in connection with the subject under consideration. They 
are compiled from customs returns, and are practically limited to 
seaborne traffic. The value of exports shown is that of goods 
received in Sierra Leone for re-export by sea, and does not include 
goods taken from Freetown up the northern rivers or across the 
northern frontier of the colony to exchange for African produce. 
The value of imports shown is that of the dutiable articles that 
come by sea and excludes African produce, that practically all 
comes by river or land. The fact that no duties are levied at 
Sierra Leone on exports, and none on African produce imported, 
and that the trade formerly existing between the colony and 
French Guinea was nearly entirely one of re-export of British 
goods and import of African produce explains the deficiencies in 
the Sierra Leone returns. ; 

The total exports by sea from Sierra Leone of the different 
kinds of African produce give indirectly the falling off of the 
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imports from French Guinea of those articles which mainly came 
from that source, namely, rubber, gum, hides, and benniseed. 

It will now be convenient to compare the general totals of trade 
in the two colonies during the last four years. This is done in the 
next tables. The comparison derived from it is imperfect, for 
the reason that the French returns include European goods coming, 
and African produce going by the rivers and land frontier, while 
the Sierra Leone returns practically take no account of the reverse 
movement. In considering the table, it must, of course, be borne 
in mind that there are, and have been, many influences in- 
dependent of French Guinea affecting the trade of Sierra Leone. 
These influences have resulted in a considerable rise in imports in 
the British Colony, in spite of its ceasing to supply the French 
Colony with European goods. It may be mentioned, however, 
that the great increase in 1898 was, no doubt, in part due to the 
larger military force in the Colony, and also included 45,1291. 
specie. In the same year specie to the value of 32,2091. was 
imported into French Guinea. 

The fa)] in total exports from Sierra Leone, shown in the table 
below, does, to a certain extent, correspond to the fall in the value 
of goods exported from French Guinea to Sierra Leone for re- 
export to Europe as shown in the table given above, but it must 
be remembered that the two sets of figures come from different 
sources, and that the results derived from a comparison of them 
are largely falsified by the different estimates of the values of 


African produce assumed by the French and English authorities. 
The disturbances in the Protectorate of Sierra Leone had, no doubt, 
as much, if not more, to do with the falling off of the exports of 
the colony in 1898 than the stoppage of the re-export trade of 
goods from French Guinea. 


Tables showing total values of Imports, Exports, and Total Trad 
of French Guinea and of Sierra Leone for the years 1895 to 
1898, compiled from French and English returns respectively. 


French Guinea 
(From the “ Bulletin Officiel”’). 


Total trade. 


Increase. 
Value. or 
Decrease. 


412,210 
231,485 416,845 | + 4,635 
+ 120,164 | 269,010 | + 37,525 | 574,534 |+ 157,689 


+ 55,271 | 311,999 | + 42,989 | 672,794 | + 98,2¢0 


4 
Imports. | Exports. | a 
Increase Increase 
Value. or Value. or 
Decrease. Decrease. 
1895... ...] 202,995 
1896... 185,360 
1897... 305,524 
1898... ...| 360,795 
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Sierra Leone. 
(From the Blue Books). 


Imports. Exports. Total trade. 


Increase 


or 
Decrease. 


Increase 
Value. or Value. Value, or 
Decrease. 


1896... ...| 494,688 | + 67,350 | 449,033 | — 3,571 | 943,721 | + 63,779 
1897... ...| 457,889 | + 87,299 | 400,748 | — 48,285 | 858,137 | — 85,584 
1898... ...| 606,348 |+ 148,959 | 290,991 |- 109,757 | 897,339 | + 39,202 


Reverting now entirely to the figures from French sources 
already given, and dealing first with imports into French Guinea 
from Sierra Leone, there can be no doubt that Sierra Leone 
imports have suffered largely from Freetown having in the last 
four years practically ceased to be a depdt for goods going to 
French Guinea. 

Whether British trade has, on the whole, suffered is a far more 
doubtful matter. For the year 1895 detailed figures are not 
available, but practically all the imports into French Guinea, 
except from France and French Colonies, i.e., over 80 per cent. of 
the total, went from Sierra Leone. The value of French Guinea 
imports passing through Sierra Leone fell off in the years 1896, 
1897, and 1898 to 49, 20, and 10 per cent. of the total value of 
these imports. The imports from Great Britain and Sierra Leone 
combined were in those three years 77, 70, and 68 per cent. of the 
totals. Thus, the proportion of British to the total import trade of 
French Guinea has been slightly falling off. On the other hand, 
the actual value of these British imports has increased in the three 
years from 143,7281. to 244,4761., or 70 per cent. Since 1895 the 
imports into French Guinea from France and French Colonies have 
rather more than doubled in value, but they remain in 1898 small 
compared with those from Great Britain and Sierra Leone, namely, 
164 per cent. against 68 per cent. of the whole. Imports from 
other countries—nearly entirely from Germany—make up the 
remaining 15% per cent. 

The changes in value and in countries of origin of European 
goods imported into French Guinea in the years 1896, 1897, 1898 
will now be considered. 


The principal of these goods are shown in the following table. 


Years, 
jase 
ase. 
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Table showing value of the principal goods imported into French 
Guinea in the years 1896, 1897 and 1898.' 


1896. 


1897. 


1898. 


Tobacco 


Arms, powder, ammunition 


Building materials 


82,918 
7,142 
11,523 
5,218 
10,318 
5,113 
3,238 
2,128 
11,523 
46,238 


152,278 
9,364 
26,765 
8,487 
15,564 
7,137 
7,728 
7,011 
25,361 
45,827 


£ 

153,802 
23,177 
14,815 
14,557 
13,770 
12,684 
8,726 
5,826 
2,664 
78,565 
32,209 


185,359 


305,522 


360,795 


Table showing value and country of origin of cloth goods imported 
into French Guinea in the years 1896, 1897 and 1898. 


Year. 


Sierra Leone. 


Great Britain. 


Other countries. 


Total. 


1396 
1897 
1898 


£ 
42,656 


34,667 
5,808 


£ 

37,516 
107,395 
139,402 


£ 
2,746 
10,216 
8,592 


£ 
82,918 
152,278 
158,802 


France and French Colonies supplied cotton goods to the value 


of 9531. in 1896, 5,7411. in 1897, and 3,011. in 1898. Nearly all 
the rest from “ other countries” come from Germany, whose small 
export of cotton goods to French Guinea thus shows a continuous 
increase. 

According to the Sierra Leone customs returns, the value of 
cotton goods exported from the colony to French Guinea in the 


years 1894 to 1898 was as follows :— 


Year. 


1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


36,533 
41,312 
37,294 
26,201 

2,300 


The difference between the last three values and the values given 
above from the French returns will be mainly due to cotton goods 
carried up the rivers or across the northern boundary of the Pro- 
tectorate. It will be seen that though the re-export of cotton 
goods to French Guinea from Sierra Leone has practically been 
stopped in the last three years, British trade with French Guinea 


| 
Articles. | | | | 
ClothGoods 
Metal goods abe 
Specie... ove eve — 
Totals... 
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in these goods has increased from 80,1721. to 145,210/., while 
France and other countries have received no advantage. 


Table showing value and country of origin of rice imported into 


Year. 


1896 
1897 
1898 


French Guinea in the years 1896, 1897, and 1898. 


Sierra Leone. 


Great Britain. 


Other countries. 


3,799 
4,264 
4,034 


£ 

468 
1,049 
6,550 


2,867 
4,051 

12,593 


* Total and details do not correspond in original French returns. 


The rice which did not come from Great Britain or Sierra Leone 
came entirely from France or Germany, the larger proportion from 
the latter in 1896 and 1898, and from the former in 1897. The 
supply from Sierra Leone has remained about constant. According 
to the customs returns of the colony the quantity and value of 
African and other rice exported to French Guinea in the years 
1894 to 1898 were as follows :— 


Year. African Rice. Other Rice. 


Bushels. £ 
38,704 9,201 
24,581 5,087 
15,407 3,747 
21,236 5,718 
11,339 4,071 


1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


The discrepancies between English and French figures will be 
due partly to the latter being calculated on a constant value of 
8s.a cwt. for hulled, and 4s. a cwt. for unhulled rice, while the 
English estimated values fluctuate and are often in excess of the 


above. At certain times of the year rice can, however, be obtained 
more cheaply at Freetown than at Konakry. It is the main 
produce cultivated in the Protectorate of Sierra Leone, and the 
staple article of food of the natives of the French sphere. It may 
be possible to maintain the trade in it in the future, though the 
difficulties placed in the way of thé French natives bringing their 
produce to Freetown cannot fail to check their coming to that 
place to purchase rice. 

Turning to exports from French Guinea, and still following the 
figures from French sources already given, though there is no 
doubt that the falling off of exports to Sierra Leone has been 
large, it is even more doubtful than in the case of imports whether 
British trade as a whole has lost by the growing importance of 
Konakry. For the year 1895, practically all the exports from 
French Guinea, except those to France and French Colonies, pro- 
bably over 85 per cent. of the whole, went to Europe via Sierra 
Leone. The value of French exports passing through Sierra Leone 


|| | | | Total. 
7,142* 
9,364 
23,177 
| Cwt. £ 
1,042 , 566 
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fell off in the years 1896, 1897, and 1898 to 72, 56, and 14 per 
cent. of the whole value of these exports; the exports to Great 
Britain and Sierra Leone combined were in those years 74, 74, and 
77 per cent. of the totals. Thus the proportion of British to the 
whole export trade from French Guinea has slightly risen, while 
the actual value of exports from French Guinea to Great Britain 
and Sierra Leone combined has increased in the three years from 
172,664. to 241,493/., or 40 per cent. Since 1895 the exports 
from French Guinea to France and French Colonies have consider- 
ably decreased, and in 1898 were only 7 per cent. of the whole, 
against 77 per cent. to Great Britain and British colonies. Exports 
to other countries, nearly entirely to Germany, make up the 
remaining 16 per cent. ' 

The changes in value and in countries of destination of goods 
mostly of African produce exported from French Guinea in the 
years 1896, 1897, and 1898 will now be considered. The principal 
of these goods are shown below :— 


Table showing the values of the principal goods exported from French 
Guinea in the years 1896, 1897, and 1898. 


Goods. 1896. 1897. 1898. 
£ £ £& 

Rubber 152,602 195,999 237,567 
Cattle... 4 17,691 20,567 21,518 
Palm Kernels ° 15,529 17,437 15,950 
Gum Copal ... 11,650 10,656 10,709 
Hides ... ine 8,296 9,388 9,350 
Benni seed ... 4,366 4,347 3,318 
Other goods ... 21,351 10,616 13,587 

Total ... 231,485 269,010 311,999 


‘Table showing value and country of destination of rubber exported 


Jrom French Guinea in the years 1896, 1897 and 1898. 


Sierra Great Other 
Year. Leone. Britain. Countries. Total. 
£ £ £ £ 
1896 110,187 2,722 39,693 152,602 
1897 108,823 41,509 45,667 195,999 
1898 19,789 176,305 41,473 237,567 


In all three years the exports of rubber to “other countries” 
were divided between France and Germany, but, whereas in 1896 
the larger part went to France, in 1897 nearly twice, and in 1898 
more than five times as much went to Germany as to France, to 
which country the export of rubber has considerably fallen off in 
the last three years. 


According to the Sierra Leone customs returns, the quantity 
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and value of rubber exported in the years 1894 to 1898, were as 
follows :— 


Year. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. & 

1898 eee eee ore eee eee eee 290 52,504 


~ It will be observed from the two tables above that in 1896 and 
1897 a much greater value of rubber appears from the French 
authority to have been sent from French Guinea to Sierra Leone 
than, according to the English authority, was subsequently 
exported from Sierra Leone to Europe. The explanation of this 
discrepancy would appear to be the different rates at which the 
value of the product was estimated in the two colonies. In French 
Guinea, in accordance with the decree of 1896, the value of rubber 
was rated at 500 francs per 100 kilogrammes, or approximately at 
101. a cwt., whereas in 1896 the price of rubber, as it appears in 
the Sierra Leone Blue Book, was 5/. 18s. 11d. per cwt. Deducing 
the quantities from the values exported from French Guinea to 
Sierra Leone and exported from Sierra Leone according to French 
and English authorities, these quantities would be 552 tons and 
662 tons respectively in 1896, and 544 and 582 tons in 1897. 
This would mean that 110 tons in 1896, and 38 tons in 1897, of 
rubber exported from Sierra Leone, came from other sources than 
French Guinea, 7.e., from the Sierra Leone Protectorate. In 1898, 
when the official French value of rubber was 4 francs a kilo- 
gramme, only 124 tons were exported, according to the French 
authority, from French Guinea to Sierra Leone, while 290 tons 
were exported from Sierra Leone to Europe. According to this, 
the rubber derived from other than French sources last year was 
166 tons. 


Table showing value and country of destination of cattle eaported 
from French Guinea in the years 1896, 1897, and 1898. 


Year. Sierra Leone. Great Britain. | Other countries. Total. 
£ £ £ £ 

1896 15,701 — 1,990 17,691 

1897 18,905 2 1,660 20,567 

1898 20,258 = 1,260 21,518 


In the three years under review there has been a steady rise in 


the exportation of cattle from French Guinea to Sierra Leone, and 
a fall in the comparatively small exportation to other places, mostly 
to other French Colonies. Throughout this period the 7 per cent. 
export duty has been calculated on each beast valued at 80 francs, 
and has therefore been about 4s. 6d. arly this year the valuation 
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has been raised to 300 francs and consequently the duty to 
16s. 10d. This will seriously affect the food supply to Europeans 
and the better classes of natives in Sierra Leone, and must have 
some effect on the general trade, as natives from the Fouta Jallon 
in French Guinea were in the habit of bringing their animals 
through the Koinadugu and Karene districts of the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate down to Freetown for sale and then purchasing British 
goods there. 

It now remains to summarize the trade of Sierra Leone with 
French Guinea during the last three years. 


Table showing trade of Sierra Leone with French Guinea in the 
years 1896, 1897, and 1898. 


Imports into French Guinea from 
1896. 1897. 1898. 
£ £ 

Cloth Goods... 42,656 34,667 5,808 
Liquors. ... 2,409 2,223 29 
Salt ooo ove 2,720 1,439 218 
Tobacco ... ane veal 5,116 2,470 88 
Arms, powder and ammunition ses 1,220 718 31 
Building materials 211 459 221 
Amber... 586 1,105 236 
Metal goods 3,571 6,217 91 
Miscellaneous... 28,517 8,368 3,835 
Totals 90,805 61,930 14,591 


NotE.—In the year 1898 specie to the value of 22,3977. was imported into 
French Guinea from Sierra Leone. 


Exports oe French Guinea to 
£ £ 

Rubber ... 300187 108,823 19,789 
Cattle... 15,701 18,905 20,258 
Palm kernels... 7,133 1,764 219 
Gum copal 10,741 8,198 1,000 
Benniseed... bel 3,371 2,093 810 
Miscellaneous... 13,976 4,829 1,651 
Totals 167,483 149,929 44,627 


The imports into French Guinea from Sierra Leone now ‘consist 
mainly of a comparatively small amount of cotton goods that 
mostly go across the land frontier, and some rice that is grown in 
the Protectorate, and is exported to French Guinea for home con- 
sumption by the natives. 

. The exports from French Guinea into Sierra Leone are mainly 
rubber, which in 1898 was little more than one-sixth the amonnt 
it stood at in 1896, and cattle, which though a considerable item in 
1898, will be very small in 1899, owing to the new heavy duty. 

Trade between Sierra Leone and the country to the north of it, 
which was formerly under British influence, is practically at an end, 
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V.—THE TREATY PORTS OF COREA. 


The Foreign Office have received from Mr. Jordan, H.M. Consul- 
General at Séul, a report on a visit made to three of the treaty 

rts of Corea, viz., Masampo, Fusan, and Mokpo. 

Mr. Jordan, in his description of these ports, states that Douglas 
inlet, which forms the entrance to the harbour of Masampo, lies 
between the two large islands of Kojedo and Tondaisan, and is 
about tive miles in breadth. It is divided into three channels by 
Cone and Taipong islands, all of which contain abundant depth of 
water and ample space for the largest ships. Masampo contains a 
population of about 2,000 people, with a monopoly of filthy sur- 
roundings out of all proportion to the number of its inhabitants. 

In common with several other places along the coast line of 
Corea, it owes its origin to the changes which supervened on the 
country being opened up to foreign commerce. In old days the 
grain tribute from the southern provinces was sent in the flimsy 
native craft which collected their cargoes here and there along the 
coast, and made their way as best they could through the bewilder- 
ing network of islands which forms the Corean archipelago. With 
the introduction of steamers it was possible to reduce this haphazard 
service to a regular system, and Masampo was selected as a suitable 
place to form the entrepét of the whole trade. A transport service 
of foreign steamers was organised, granaries and official buildings 
were erected in Masampo, and for ten years or so the place was 
the scene of a bustling activity which attracted a considerable 
population. A change came in 1894, and of the many reforms 
then introduced, some have passed away without leaving a trace 
behind, a few have produced a permanent impression, and of these 
last not the least beneficial is the commutation of the land tax. 
Masampo did not benefit by it, but it is possible that it may 
have a new lease of life now that it has become a treaty port, 
and its empty official granaries are being converted into 
customs offices and godowns, unless the mineral wealth which 
is said to exist in the neighbourhood can be worked to advantage. 
There is a little trade carried on between Masampo and Fusan by a 
small Japanese steamer which runs twice a week between Masampo 
and Fusan, and by the Corean Government steamers which call 
occasionally at the port. Japan is the only country which is 
consularly represented. 

If its commercial value is doubtful, the importance of Masampo 
as a harbour can hardly be overrated. High naval authorities of 
various nationalities agree in considering it one of the finest in 
the world, and some would even go the length of denying that it 
has any superior in the possibilities which it affords for naval 
purposes. The special feature of the place would seem to be the 
uniform depth of water—six to seven fathoms—and excellent 
holding ground found everywhere in the large expanse of land- 
locked water that lies between Sir Harry Parkes Sound and the 
gate below Mosampo Reach. The area of the Settlement is about 


| 


410 THE TREATY PORTS OF COREA. [ Oct. 1899, 


600,000 square metres (150 acres), and the situation seems to be 
admirably adapted for commercial purposes containing abundant 
good sites for business and residential quarters. The Japanese and 
Russian Governments have already availed themselves of their 
rights under the Regulations, and have reserved sites for Consulates, 
but the rest of the land is mostly under rice cultivation, and will 
probably not be definitely converted into a settlement until the 
crop is gathered. 

For the last few years the annual volume of trade has oscillated 
between 500,000/. and 800,000/., according to the state of the 
harvest and the demand for rice, which forms the staple article of 
export. British interest is principally confined to the supply of 
cotton goods of which there is still an average import from the 
United Kingdom of from 70,0001. to 90,000/. a year. 


British and Indian yarns, which a few years ago held a 
monopoly of the Corean market, have been almost entirely super- 
seded by Japanese yarn, and that British piece goods trade may 
eventually meet with a similar fate is the belief of many 
competent observers. This opinion is not, however, shared by the 
Chinese importers of British goods, who both at Fusan and 
Chemulpo seemed to be confident that the superior British article 
will always be required to supply the requirements of the better 
class of Coreans, who show an almost feminine weakness for fine 
clothes. At Fusan there are three large firms engaged in the 
trade, but the principals, though long resident in the country and 
closely questioned on the subject, showed a seeming unconcern or 
ignorance of the inland markets. 

The foreign merchant in China used to be reproached with the 
narrowness of his commercial horizon, but the Chinese in Corea 
know little more of native methods than foreigners do of Chinese 
in China. They are obliged to buy and sell largely through the 
medium of brokers, who play much the part of the compzadore 
class in China, and their knowledge of the language is not so 
general or so fluent as might be expected between two people so 
similar in their habits and modes of thought. To return, however, 
to cotton goods and Japanese competition ; inquiries on the spot 
show that the class of goods manufactured at Osaka after native 
patterns is increasing yearly in favour, and has a future before it 
to which British manufacturers might perhaps profitably turn their 
attention.. The importation which up till ten years ago never 
exceeded 15,000 pieces, has risen by leaps and bounds until last 
year it reached the total of 244,000 pieces. Copper, which is 
extensively used in Corea, has always hitherto formed a prominent 


‘article in the import returns at Fusan. This year the high price 


of copper, resulting from the copper ring in America, led to the 
re-opening of the mines, in which work had been interrupted 
owing to the war between China and Japan, and a smelting 
establishment, containing about a dozen furnaces, and employing 
some sixty people, was hard at work in the Japanese Settlement 
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producing a monthly outturn of 300 piculs (nearly six tons) of 
copper slabs valued at 15,000 dollars (1,500/.). About 4,5000 
worth of copper had been exported to’ Hongkong during the two: 
preceding months. 
» In an adjoining enclosure another industry was being carried on 
ofa less legitimate nature, but also connected with the enhance- 
ment of copper... Basketfuls of Corean copper cash were under- 
going a process of assortment, the larger being put on one side for 
export to Japan to be melted down, and the smaller ones being 
returned to resume their place in the currency of Corea, the 
debasement of which is still further increased by the importation 
of iron cash from Japan. 
. Other manufactures carried on in the Japanese Settlement are 
rice hulling by machinery, and sake making. The sake is inferior 
to the spirit produced in Japan, where the water is better, but it is 
cheaper, and this appears to be a more important consideration 
than quality with that large Japanese fishing population, which 
uents the southern coast of Corea. . 

Another industry for which the recent change of tariff in Japan 
is said to have created an opening in Corea, is cigar and cigarette 
making, for the inauguration of which various schemes have been 
propounded, most of them tending in the direction of a monopoly. 
~The general apathy of the Corean character is well illustrated by 
their neglect of the fisheries. In a nation with such a, lengthened 
variety of coast line, one would expect to see a taste for maritime 
pursuits highly developed, but so far is this from being the case 
that ten years ago the Coreans voluntarily ceded to the Japanese 
fishing rights within their own territorial waters, the net proceeds 
of which are computed to amount to 50,000/. a year. The industry 

ives employment to a fleet of nearly 7,000 boats, which make 

usan their headquarters, and. practically monopolise the fishing 
of the eastern and southern coasts. Fusan has five centuries of 
historical traditions for the Japanese, but the present Settlement, 
with its wooden houses and newly made roads, gives little evidence 
of antiquity. 

If Fusan is disappointing from an antiquarian point of view, its 
modern side as a well-administered settlement deserves a word of 
notice. The place contains about 7,000 houses, with a resident 
population of over 6,000 Japanese. The streets are well-kept, a 
plentiful supply of water is brought down from a reservoir on the 
hills above, and the drainage seems to be carefully attended to. 
The administration is in the hands of a Municipal Council, of 
which the Japanese Consul is the president and the guiding spirit. 
The chief sources of revenue are a capitation tax of 10 cents. 
(24d.) a month upon adults, which yields about 5,000 dollars 
(500/.) a year; a graduated business tax which brings in 3,000 
dollars (300/.) and a land tax, the proceeds of which amount to 
6,000 dollars (600/.) annually. The waterworks alone cost 30,000 
dollars (3,0001.) some four or five years ago, and a contemplated 
extension will involve a further outlay of 5,000/. in the near 
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future. There is also a municipal school, which is attended by 600 
pupils, but the educational advantages which it affords are 
considered inferior to those of the similar establishment at 
Chemulpo, which is under Government patronage. 

The general foreign Settlement at Fusan has little more than a 
nominal existence, most of the ground which it contains being 
unsuitable for building purposes. An additional Settlement, 
measuring 240 acres has, however, recently been reserved in an 
excellent situation on the north-western end of Deer Island, and 
will supply all the requirements of the port for many years to 
come. The Consul-General concludes his report as follows :— 

“The voyage from Fusan to Chemulpo is made through a 
continual succession of islands, many of which are uninhabited, 
while others like Chindo, just below Mokpo, contain numerous 
villages and give evidence of extensive cultivation. A stoppage 
of two hours at Mokpo enabled me to see the wonderful progress 
which has been made there during the eighteen months of its 
existence as a treaty port. Viewed from the harbour the settle- 
ment has quite an imposing appearance, and ashore one finds 
improvements going on in all directions, the most important of 
which is the erection by the Corean Government of a sea-wall at 
a cost of 9,500/. The municipal council has already spent 4,000/. 
in making roads and laying out the settlement, and some lots of 
land, the upset price of which was 4,340 dollars (454/.) had been 
sold at public auction the day before my arrival for 28,272 dollars 
(2,8271.). A very fair demand has been created for Manchester 
goods, principally shirtings, sheetings, and drills, the import of 
which is gradually increasing, and will make still greater headway 
as soon as Chinese become established in business there. Mokpo 
is now a regular place of call for the steamers of the two leading 
Japanese companies. The mainstay of the adjacent country being 
the rice trade, business here, as elsewhere in Corea, will doubtless show 
considerable fluctuations, but the rapid advance which Mokpo has 
already made gives an earnest of its assured success in the future. 
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VI—THE LYONS SILK TRADE. 


The Chamber of Commerce of Lyons has recently published 
its report of the silk production of the city for the year 1898. 
The value of the total product of pure silk stuffs was, in round 
numbers, 6,140,0001. or 240,0001. in excess of 1897. The American 
Consul at Lyons reports that these figures are inferior to those of 
1895 and 1896; but they are considered encouraging as marking a 
resumption of activity. There has. been an increase this year in 
the manufacture of faille, of taffetas, of velvets, of moires, of stuffs 
for umbrellas, parasols, and muslins. On the other hand, the pro- 
duction of black armures, of all kinds of pongees, of surahs, and 
similar goods has been less than in 1897. There has been an 
excess in the manufacture of foulards, stuffs of pure silk, marcel- 
ines, and goods used for the furniture of churches, but a decline is 
observable in the production of linings, serges, lustrine armures, 
and striped satin pekins. The production of mixed goods in 1898 
rose to 4,800,0001., an increase of 220,000/. over 1895 and a decrease 
of about the same figure as compared to 1897. A large number of 
looms were occupied during the year 1898 in making plush for hats 
and modes, liberty satin, turquoises, cotton-back armures for modes 
and linings, mixed stuffs for collars and cravats, carriage trim- 
mings, and figured and bordered velvet for the Orient and the 
Indies. Demands from the two latter quarters have been steadily 
increasing for the last three years, especially for the two species of 
goods named. Stuffs worked in gold and silver have also found a 
largely increased demand in the Orient and the East Indies. The 
output in this line aggregated about 200,000/. during the year 
1898, the largest of any year. The manufacture of crepes is 
reported as assuming largely increased proportions, the production 
for 1898 being nearly double that of 1895. Crepes de chine in- 
creased during the same period from 40,000/. to 80,000; the 
production of muslins increased six-fold ; that of grenadines nearly 
doubled ; gilded stuffs used for military uniforms rose from 32,000. 
to 40,0001.; and silk, cotton, and woollen passementeries from 
40,0001. to 60,000/. 

While Lyons continues to stand at the head of other cities in 
the production of all fine silks, satins, velvets, and kindred goods, 
Milan seems to have definitely wrested from her the trade in 
“thrown” silk. In 1878, the sales of thrown silk—that is to say, 
of silk yarn—in Milan amounted to 2,475,280 kilograms (5,457,000 
Ibs.), against 4,244,141 kilograms (9,356,600 Ibs.) in Lyons. 
In 1888, the sales of Milan had risen to 4,533,305 kilograms 
(10,005,100 Ibs.), while Lyons had advanced to only 5,183,520 
kilograms (11,427,500 lbs.). Milan continued steadily dimin- 
ishing the gap until 1898, when she took her place in the lead 
with a business of 7,549,395 kilograms (16,643,400 Ibs.), against 
6,462,639 kilograms (14,247,500 lbs.) for Lyons. 

Several reasons may be cited for this change of business in the 
interest of Milan. The Lyons dealers attribute it to the new means 
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of transportation-and to the French duty on raw silk. Some years 
ago, before the balance of this trade began to turn to the side of 
Milan, the great. bulk of the transportation from the Orient was in 
English and French ships, which made Marseilles the principal 
stopping place in the Mediterranean.., The German line, which now 
does much of the business between the Peninsula and the 
Orient, made Genoa its principal stopping point in the Mediterra- 
nean,; and as a consequence, the raw silk brought from the Orient 
s into Italy and on to Milan, where it is thrown, and by means 
of the St. Gothard Tunnel forwarded to Switzerland, Germany, and 
Russia. It is estimated that about 11,000 bales of raw silk are 
annually landed at Genoa which were formerly put down at 
Marseilles. 


BRITISH TRADE IN RUSSIAN 
POLAND. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Warsaw, containing some information relative 
tothe openings for trade in his district. He reports that there 
are still many openings for public works in different towns; Lodz 
(400,000 inhabitants), wants improved pavement, Australian wood 
for choice, and also water, drainage, and electric lighting. The 
service of electric trams started there last year is working 
admirably. New slaughter-houses are being constructed. The 
wood pavement, of which some three miles have been laid 
during the last two years, already requires extensive repairs, which 
is the reason something more durable is sought. Lublin wants a 
traniway service as soon as possible, but cannot decide between 
the merits and demerits of horse and electric traction, and also 
wants sanitation. 

Radom requires electric lighting; Sosnowice wants paving, 
draining, lighting, and general development. 

-- A British company: has been formed to provide waterworks at 
Kovno. 

‘ Throughout the country there should be an opening for firms of 
sanitary engineers, as the trouble taken to keep domestic:sanitary 
arrangements in order shows that the people wish for better 
things, though it is stated that local firms do not find this to be 
the case. ' 

'The hotels are also absolutely lacking in the most ordinary 
fittings, which, if cheap enough, should surely find a ready market, 
as the furniture in the hotels, whilst usually wanting in the con- 
veniences found in hotels in other countries, is often expensive. 
At Lodz, all factories are doing exceedingly well, and a lot of new 
machinery has been and is being put down. All steam engines 
now put up are from Germany, Austria, or Switzerland, though 
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there is no real reason why Great Britaian should not also supply 
them, but the only way in this or any other line is to send out 
competent travellers, unless there be a résident:agent, and it would 
be better even in that case to send a man out at frequent intervals 
to study local needs on the spot, and not be discouraged if he 
does not make expenses his first trip. 

H.M. Consul-General adds that on looking at the list of arrivals 
in the local paper, he was struck by the number of German 
travellers, several of whom arrived each day, whilst only one 
English traveller visited Lodz during the-week ‘he was there, and 
it was said that such is usually the case. 8 mn 

German firms in Poland: perhaps give the preference to Germans, 
but Poles and Jews who are, not only at Lodz but throughout the 
country, 50 per cent. of the merchant population, would as a rule 
give preference to Great Britain if she would make them the same 
offer as Germany. 

Coal mining, as agriculture, is more or less crippled by a 
dearth of hands, and the shortage of coal caused thereby reacts on 
the manufacturing industry. Among other hindrances to the 
production of coal are the regulations as to the introduction of 
machinery in the mines which cause great delay. 

From Czenstochowa to Sosnowice and thence to Skarzysko, it is 
difficult if not impossible to be out of sight of an iron foundry. — 

Skarzysko is a place which would become very important as a 
centre for the iron industry and other works, as it lies at the 
junction of three lines of railway, were it not that no land is to be 
had as it all belongs to the peasants who are not allowed to sell. 

Railways are much needed from Czenstochowa to Herby, to join 
Plock to the Warsaw- Vienna and to the Mlova lines, and to connect 
Ostrowiec and Lublin to the Austrian system at Sandomierz. 

At Lazy, where two of the largest cement works in Poland are 
situated, one producing three and the other one and a half millions 
of pouds of cement a year, German: influence is supreme. All 
the machinery in the works and steam engines are of German 
make, and the stoves are on the German system. There are 
chemical works at Lowicz, started by a Belgian, and electrolitic 
works at Lombkowice, started in 1896 by some Polish capitalists 
in conjunction with a Berlin company, and it is said that both are 
doing very well. The former produce superphosphates, and 
sulphuric, hydrochloric and nitric acids, and the ‘latter chloride of 
lime, calcium carbide, caustic soda, etc. — - 
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VIII.—IMPROVEMENTS ON THE NORTH SEA CANAL. 


A despatch, dated 21st September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, enclosing 
memorandum on a Law of 24th July last for the improvement of 
the North Sea Canal as follows :— 

The object of the improvement of the North Sea Canal decided 
upon by the Law of 24th July, 1899, is to so improve it that it 
may be safe for the passage of the largest ships that can pass 
pee the tidal sluice at Ymuiden, which was completed in 1896. 
This sluice is 25 m. wide and 225 m. long while the bottom is 
10°15 m. below Amsterdam water-mark, or 9°65 m. below the 
canal water-mark of 0°50 m. below Amsterdam water-mark. 

Ships with a draught of 9 m. and still more can therefore be 
admitted through the new sluice at Ymuiden. 

It has however been assumed that ships of this size will be the 

exceptions on the canal, and that the ships for which the canal has 
to be adapted will not be broader than 21 m. and not have a 
deeper draught than 8:50 m. That ships of these measurements 
may in fact be expected at Amsterdam appears from the size of 
those which have come into use in the last few years, while in 
shipbuilding there is still a tendency to increase the measure- 
ments. 
_ The North German Lloyd, for example, for its line to North 
America has steamers now employed of the length of 195 m. of 
the breadth of 20 m., and of the draught of 8:50 m., while “‘ The 
Holland-America ” line has built new boats of 157 m. in length, 
of 18 m. in breadth and with a draught of 8°40 m. 

Ships of these measurements at the present time would not be 
able to use the canal. 

The depth of the canal is now 9 m. below Amsterdam water- 

mark, or 8°50 m. below the level of the canal of 0°50 m. below 
Amsterdam water-mark. Three swing bridges cross the canal, 
viz., one on the railway line from Amsterdam to Zaandam, called 
the Hembrug, with two openings for traffic, with the widths of 
19°15 m. and 19°50 m., one at Velsen on the high road from 
Haarlem to Beverwyk, with an opening for traffic of the width of 
19-25 m., and one near Velsen on the railway line from Haarlem 
to the Helder, with an opening of 19°23 m. 
_ The largest measurements of the ships which according to the 
canal regulations are now admitted to the North Sea Canal are :— 
length, 175 m., breadth, 17°75, and draught, 8-00 m., with a water 
level of 0°50 m. below Amsterdam water-inark. 

In order to improve the canal so that the largest ships, that can 
pass the sluice at Ymuiden may be able, without hindrance, to 
reach the quays of Amsterdam, it is therefore necessary to widen 
the canal and alter the three bridges. 

For this object the following works shall be carried out :— 

1. The Widening of the Canal.—By the last widening in the 
years 1897 and 1898 the canal acquired a breadth at the bottom 
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of at least 32m. and a depth of 9 m. below the Amsterdam water 
mark. It will now have a breadth at the bottom of at least 50m. 
and a depth of 10°30 m. below the Amsterdam water mark or 
9°80 m. below the canal level of 0°50 m. below Amsterdam water 
mark, amounting to three to one. 

The breadth at the surface will amount to about 112m. This 
breadth allows two ships of 21m. breadth to pass each other, with 
an intervening space of 12 m. and 6m. from the side of the canal. 
The outer harbour at Ymuiden, which at the present time has 
a depth of 9°50 m. below Amsterdam water mark, in connection 
with the déepening of the canal will be deepened by dredging to . 
10°50 m. below Amsterdam water mark. 

The widening of the canal will be effected by dredging away 
the sides, which now impede the fairway. First of all the bottom 
with the present depth of 9m. below Amsterdam water mark will 
be widened to 50m., while the deepening to 10°30m. below 
Amsterdam water mark will follow later on. 

2. The Bridges.—The bridge on the high road at Velsen which 
is a hindrance to navigation, being placed near a bend in the canal, 
will be removed and replaced by a steam ferry, so that the naviga- 
tion at that spot will go on without any hindrance. The steam 
ferry will be served by a steam ferry boat which will be adapted to 
take across the waggons and locomotives of the Steamtram-Haarlem 
—Beverwyk as well as carriages and foot passengers. A second 
steamboat will be built as a reserve, to do service always on 
busy days. 

The two railway bridges will be replaced by new swing bridges 
with an opening for vessels, with the axis on a line with the axis of 
the canal and 55 m. wide. . 

The new bridge at Hembrug will afford a clear passage of 7 m. 
high above the surface of the canal water, with a breadth of about 
30 m., by which it will be made possible for the inland navigation 
vessels and the Rhine ships to pass under the bridge when it is 
closed. 

Tho new bridge at Velsen, owing to the requirements of military 
defence, will be somewhat lower, but will afford a free space for 
passage of 6 m. in height above the level of the water. 

The bridges, which are constructed for a double line of rails, will 
be provided with apparatus for mechanical movement, by which the 
opening and the shutting can be effected in two or three minutes. 

The total cost of tho improvements is estimated at 7,500,000 
florins, of which 2,650,000 florins for the widening of the canal, 

1,690,000 florins for the new railway bridge at the Hem, 1,495,000 
florins for the steam ferry at Velsen, and the rest for unforeseen 
expenses. 

The Municipality of Amsterdam will contribute one-tenth, the 
rest of the cost will be borne by the State. 

A period of ten years is considered necessary for executing all 
the work. 
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IX—NEW SUBSIDIZED STEAMSHIP SERVICE 
BETWEEN GERMANY AND EAST ASIA. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office dated 12th September last, 
H.M. Consul at Stettin gives some particulars respecting a new 
subsidized mail, passenger and cargo service to Hast Asia, to be 
carried out by the “North German Lloyd” and “ Hamburg- 
American” lines conjointly. The steamers for this most important 
undertaking are now in course of construction in Stettin, and it is 
expected that German trade to East Asia will benefit greatly by 

_the improved means of communication. The steamers are 
designed and engined in a manner calculated to enable them to 
compete successfully with those of British lines, the coal consump- 
tion is small, and the carrying capacity proportionately large. 
They are to be used as auxiliary cruisers if required, and have 
been fitted with various appliances in accordance with the naval 
regulations. On the 4th October next the “North German Lloyd” 
will inaugurate the fortnightly service to East Asia, which was 
sanctioned by the Reichstag last year, with their new screw 
steamer “ Kénig Albert.” The tonnage available on this line has 
hitherto been insufficient, although the dimensions of the steamers 
were in excess of those stipulated by contract. The cargo as well 
as the passenger traffic has been steadily increasing, so much so, 
that during the season, the berths on board have all been booked 
for months in advance. This considerable increase in the business 
of the “North German Lloyd” may chiefly be ascribed to the 
splendid steamers, exemplary discipline, good table, and punctuality 
of the service. ‘The Hamburg-American” line will share in this 
service, as well as the ‘North German Lloyd.” The new passenger 
and freight steamers for this line are of the highest class. The 
three sister-ships “Princess Irene,” “Hamburg,” and “ Kiautschou” 
will be twin-screw steamers, similar to the ‘“ Kénig Albert,” and 
are being built at the “ Vulcan” at Stettin. 

The cabins are most elaborately fitted up, and careful attention 
has been paid to the comfort of the passengers in every way, 
special arrangements being made for tropical climates. The sailing 
will be from Bremen and Hamburg alternately. The ports of call 
will be the same as formerly (Penang being added), so that the 
steamers of the main line on leaving Colombo, now call at Penang 
and then at Singapore. From Shanghai, where the steamers 
remain two days, they sail to Nagasaki, from there through the 
Island Sea to Hiogo, and then on to Yokohama, where, it being 
the last port, they remain seven days and then return by the same 
route. The branch line from Hong-Kong to Japan will be 
abolished, as the principal steamers will call at Japanese ports. 
The direct connection is of considerable importance to passengers 
as well as for freight. The branch lines in connection with the 
Imperial Main Line to East Asia have also been considerably 
extended. The British India Steam Navigation Company will 
haye a steamer lying in readiness on arrival of the Imperial Mail 
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Steamers to tranship passengers and cargo for Rangoon. The 
steamers of this branch line leave for Rangoon within 24 hours, 
and are fitted with every modern comfort for 1st and 2nd class 
passengers. ‘The voyage from Penang to Rangoon will take three 
days; from Rangoon to Berlin 26 days. 

The Sumatra branch will also be considerably extended, the 
steamer ‘Deli,’ now building, will run between Singapore and 
Deli as well as the steamer “ Sumatra,” thus a much improved 
service will be maintained between Penang and Sumatra. A 
service will also be kept up between Singapore and Bangkok by 
the steamers of the German East Indian Steam Navigation 
Company in connection with the Imperial Mail Steamers. The 
branch line from Singapore via Batavia to New Guinea remains 
unchanged for the present. Arrangements are being made with 
the “Royal Dutch Packet” line for regular sailings between 
Singapore and Java (Batavia, Samarang, Soerabaya). There is 
also the regular line from Shanghai to Kiautschou by the steamers 
of the firm of Diederichsen, Jebsen and Company. 

The following are the principal dimensions of the steamers now 
in course of construction: Length on water line 500 feet, breadth 
60 feet, and depth from keel to upper deck 38 feet. Displacement 
when loaded 16,750 tons, equal to 10,500 registered tons. The 
coal bunkers hold 1,650 tons. There is accommodation for 291 
Ist class, 102 2nd class, and 80 3rd class passengers. The 
propelling power consists of two vertical quadruple expansion 
engines, the moving parts of which are balanced according to 
Schlick’s patent. The engines will, under ordinary draft, indicate 
7,000 horse-power giving a speed of 15 knots. Under forced 
draft 9,000 1-horse power will be developed giving a speed of 15 
to 164 knots. The cargo capacity is 10,000 tons. <A further 
despatch, dated 4th October last, received from H.M. Consul- 
General at Hamburg, states that the German Government has 
granted to the “North German Lloyd Company,” of Bremen, 
towards the maintenance of the new fortnightly line of steamers, 
referred to above, a subsidy of £75,000 per annum (half of which 
sum is to be paid by the “ North German Lloyd” to the “ Hamburg 
American Company”) in addition to the annual Government 
subsidy of £204,500 already granted to the “ North German 
Lloyd” towards the expenses of other mail-carrying lines 
established by that Company. 
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X.—THE IRON ORE MINES OF ELBA. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 7th September last, 
Major W. P. Chapman, H.M. Consul-General at Florence, forwarded 
a report by Mr. Vice-Consul Tonietti, on the subject of the Elba 
iron mines. The following is an extract from the report in 
question :— 

The rights of the lessee of the Elba iron mines were acquired on 
the 29th July last by a commercial company in Genoa (Societa 
Anonima Elba) for the working of the blast furnaces, and for the 
exploitation of the Elba mines with a capital of fifteen millions 
(600,0002.) of Italian lire, to be increased to twenty-five millions 
(1,000,0002.) 

Among the promoters of the company the “ Siderurgica 
Francese” represented by Creuzot, the ‘“ Siderurgica Italiana” 
represented by the “ Ferriere Italiane” stand first, followed by 
some great Italian shipowners and bankers. The results that this 
powerful company may obtain by the exploitation of the Elba 
mines, and by the production of pig iron from the blast furnaces 
to be established at Elba, at Piombino, and elsewhere, cannot be 
foreseen at the present moment, but the striking fact remains that 
the company are actually the masters and have now in their hands 
at a minimum price almost all the mineral contained in the Elba 
mines as well as that lying in the district of Masso Marittima. 

The Elba ores will cost them 80 centimes (7}d.) per ton, being 
the price to be paid to the lessor, Cavaliere U. Tonietti, for the 
transfer of his rights, and 50 centimes (4$d.) per ton being the 
royalty due to the Italian Government when the ore is consumed 
in Italian furnaces, t.e., 1:30 lire per ton in all, a very small 
amount considering the advantage procured by the monopoly of 
one of the best mineral resources of the world. For the last 
twenty years the mineral stock extracted from the Elba mines has 
been almost exclusively bought by English firms, which have freely 
disposed of the same to be used in various countries in Europe and 
America. Previcus to that time, for a period of about ten years, 
the French houses had been the larger buyers. Generally speaking 
the period of greatest activity for the Elba mines ranges between 
the year 1871 and 31st December, 1898, when all the mineral 
extracted was exported as follows :— 


Exports of ore from Elba, 1871—1898. 


To. Quantity. 
Tons. 

United States of America eos! 1,339,692 
Germany (via Netherlanis) ... ove 298,597 
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It is evident that the English have not only been the initiators 
and supporters of the greatest development that has ever been 
reached by the Elba mines, but have used in their own furnaces 
the greatest quantity of iron ore extracted therefrom during the 
time under examination. At present they have remained com- 
pletely out of this mineral field, or at least, even under the best 
circumstances, they will have a very secondary part, and only 
when the French, Italians, and Belgians will find it convenient to 
sell what they cannot consume themselves. 

In forwarding the Vice-Consul’s report, Major Chapman states 
that the father of Signor Ubaldo Tonietti had previously leased the 
mines, and under the old contract had paid as royalty 4s. per ton 
for mineral (washed ore) excavated in the mines of Rio; 3s. 3d. per 
ton for mineral (lumpy ore) excavated in the mines of Rio, 
Vigneria, and Rio Albano; 1s. 74d. per ton for same excavated in 
the mines of Terranova and Calamita. 

When the new contract to commence from Ist July, 1897, 
was put up to auction, Signor Guiseppe Tonietti, the late lessee, 
had died, and his son, Signor Ubaldo Tonietti, and son-in-law, 
Signor Roberto Marassi, both most anxious to secure the mines, 
ran up the bidding to 7°25 lire (5s. 93d.) per ton, a price which 
some English gentlemen who came over for the auction stated was 
far too high to be remunerative, while at the same time expressing 
an opinion that no better ore than Elban existed anywhere. 

The present lease is for 20 years, to be extended under certain 
conditions, to 25 years, and during this time 200,000 tons of first 
class and 50,000 tons of second class ore (containing more quartz 
than iron) are allowed to be extracted yearly. At least 40,000 tons 
must be sold for use in Italian furnaces. Any quantity beyond 
this, required in Italy, must be supplied, but for that purpose they 
are allowed to excavate that quantity more than the agreed annual 
output. On this only 50 centimes royalty is paid to the Italian 
Government. Signor Ubaldo Tonietti will receive a minimum of 
200,000 lire (8,000/.) a year for 18 years for ceding the lease to 
the new company. 
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XI.—PROGRESS OF RUSSIAN MANUFACTURING 
INDUSTRY. 


In a report to the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at 
St. Petersburg it is stated that according to the “Trade and 
Industry Gazette ” of the Ministry of Finance, the share capital of 
various financial, manufacturing, industrial, steamship, and other 
enterprises in operation in Russia numbering 990, was estimated 
in April, 1898, at 1,666,121,355 r. (177,025 3941), as compared 
with a share capital of 889, 999, 000 r. (94,562,392/.) existing on 
Ast January, 1895, and 594, 597, 000 r. (63,175,9311.) valued on 
1st January, 1896. 

Of the total of the share capital in existence in i898, 
825,190,979 r. (84,551,5411.), or 19°5 per cent., represented the 
capital of 113 foreign companies allowed to establish themselves 
in Russia, the majority consisting of Belgian enterprises. Those 
of British origin are mostly concentrated in the South of Russia, 
and as yet the range of their activity is in metallurgy and 
naphtha working. It must be observed that the share capital of 
companies in operation at the beginning of 1898 does not include 
those of private railway companies with a capital approaching 
112,000,000 r. (11,950,0007.), and of those of industrial and other 
companies, native and foreign, other than railways, sanctioned 
after April 1st, 1898, and during the course of the present year 
with a capital of 250, 000,000 r. (26,562,500/.). The nominal 
amount of share capital of private enterprises may therefore be 
reckoned at the present time at no less a sum than 2,000,000,000 r. 
(212,500,0002.). 

The following is a list of the most important financial, 
industrial, and other concerns now existing in Russia, in which 
the amount of their subscribed share capital is shown :— 


Share Capital 
Namber. April, 1898. 


& 
Manufacturing companies... ove 29,853,168 


Metallurgical companies as won 26,527,703 
Banks, short and long terms of credit eR 24,314,200 
Coal-working companies... one 4,596,640 
Naphtha-working companies... 5,302,406 
Insurance companies ... ‘oe 4,701,437 
Sugar works... ove 8,530,918 
Breweries, distilleries, &e. 3,103,663 
Paper mills... ove soe 2,153,156 
Electric lighting companies one 1,142,187 
Gas, water, and sanitary works ove 1,749,744 
Public hotels, baths, warehouses, 

&e. 2,487,121 
Pawnbroking companies 929,687 
Tramway and other 1,825,370 
Steamship companies .. 4,935,043 
Saw-mills and w ood-working companies 1,205,937 
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While Russia is making great strides as a manufacturing 
country—made, as many think, at the cost of the interests of the 
rural population at large—her agricultural condition is certainly 
not advancing. Great hopes are entertained by a certain class of 
Russian economists that, with the firm establishment of home 
manufactures, and when the agricultural classes in general shall 
have been raised to a level of prosperity, very different to their 
present unsatisfactory state, Russia will be able to supply all the 
wants of her own population without having recourse to foreign 
supplies. Some reckon this a Utopia, or equivalent to the creation 
of a great Chinese wall round Russia, and they consider that all 
attempts towards its realisation will only serve to damage still 
further the true interests of the country which lie more imme- 
diately, and at all events at present, in the direction of agriculture. 
With a superabundance of rural population, and the spread of 
enlightenment throughout the country, the manufacturing era 
would set in in the course of natural evolution. In the absence 
of these two essential conditions for the successful development of 
manufacturing undertakings, the present system of fostering them 
by an abnormally high custom tariff may, it is declared by some 
organs of the Russian press, be regarded as a very costly, artificial 
method, having no sound foundation, and doomed to fall so soon 
as the artificial prop, afforded by the tariff, is withdrawn.—(Foreign 
Office Annual Series, 2343.) 


XII.—THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY OF ROUMANIA. 


The British Acting Consul-General at Galatz in a report to the 
Foreign Office states that, in 1898, Roumania produced about 
240,000 tons of raw petroleum, and it is confidently expected that 
this year the output will exceed that of Galicia. However, up to 
the present, only a small part of the petroliferous zone to the 
south-west of the mountains towards Transylvania has been worked 
up. As the price of Roumanian raw petroleum is only about 87. 
per waggon of 10 tons, it is not improbable that with time it will 
enter into successful competition with the American and Russian 
petroleum in the German markets. Besides, it is claimed that the 
Roumanian petroleum, although it has the same specific gravity as 
the American, has a higher flash point and is consequently less 
dangerous. With the object of introducing to a larger extent 
Roumanian petroleum! into Germany, the Steana Romana, which 
has passed into English hands under the name of the Roumanian 
Oil Trust, has constructed large tanks at Ratisbon and tank 
lighters for transport thither. This company was formed last 
year with a share capital of nearly 1,000,000/. for the purpose 
of acquiring the whole of the share capital of and all the debentures 
or bonds issued by the Steana Romana Company. 

During the past year many petroleum fields have changed 


424 THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY OF ROUMANIA. [Oct. 1899, 


hands, the largest number and principal purchasers being agents 
acting on behalf of foreign syndicates, British, Dutch, and Belgian. 

Unfortunately owing to over-production, and difficulty of trans- 
port, there being no pipe line from the petroleum centres to the 
Danube or the Black Sea, and a scarcity of railway tank trucks, 
the prices of crude oil have been very low. 

At Bustenar the Steana Company has decided to shut down 
several of the borings owing to unsatisfactory results, but the 
borings at Campina belonging to the Steana Company have 
proved fairly successful, and it is thought this district has a good 
future before it. At Recea the Steana and Dutch Company are 
working hard sinking borings, and up to the present the position 
looks promising. 

The wells owned by Mr. Fowler at Bustenar have been connected 
with his tanks at Gageni by a pipe line. The railway has opened 
a new station at Gageni, and this will to a great extent relieve the 
congestion at Plopeni. An English syndicate is reported to have 
purchased the Berca-Paclele property in the Buzen district, and it 
is confidently believed that this property when developed will give 
excellent results. 

In Moldavia little or nothing has been done, but the Government 
has put down one or two borings on some of their lands in this 
province and are getting fairly good results. 

The future of the petroleum trade in Roumania will depend to a 
large extent upon the laying of a main pipe line from say Ploesti 
or Campina to Galatz, Braila, Giurgevo, or Kustendjie, and it is 
the opinion of many people that such a line would prove a 
remunerative speculation. 

The late Government, however, was of opinion that it would be 
best in the interests of the country that such a line should be laid 
down by the Government, and it remains to be seen whether the 
present Government will be of the same opinion. It is, however, 
thought that sooner or later the pipe line will be laid, and no 
doubt it would be worth the attention of capitalists. The estimated 
cost of a pipe line from Ploesti to Kustendjie is about 12,000,000 fr. 
(480,0001.), but there does not seem to be any reliable information 
upon this point. The pipe line would be carried through the 
communal lands on the public roads, or alongside the railway lines 
crossing the Danube in the vicinity of the Cernavoda Bridge. 

One point which has hitherto militated against the interests of 
foreign syndicates, and indeed of all those interested in the petroleam 
lands of Roumania, has been that of the difficulty of ascertaining 
the boundaries of the several properties, but it is hoped now that 
the Government propose to make a survey of the country that this 
difficulty will be overcome. It must, however, be borne in mind 
that this will take some time to do. The railways are now using 
petroleum in many of their locomotives, and the number of engines 
burning petroleum is likely to increase largely. At Bucharest 
many of the manufacturers have discarded coal and wood in favour 
of petroleum.—( Foreign Cffice Annual Series No. 2305.) 
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XIII.—OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
IN BRAZIL. 

In a recent report, received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Legation at Rio de Janeiro, the following interesting information 
with reference to openings for British trade and industry in Brazil 
is given :— 

hein de Janeiro.—Trade is so keenly contested in the district by 
merchants of all nationalities that it is perhaps impossible to 
indicate any pew opening promising much result. Attention, 
however, might be suggested to electrical appliances in connection 
with traction work and for lighting purpose (public and domestic), 
also agricultural and field machinery and implements, 

British manufacturers will probably be most interested in the 
cotton and woollen textiles made in Brazil; but attention 
might also be directed to the splendid woods of the country, 
which, according to their various natures, are excellently adapted 
for either road work, cabinet work, or shipbuilding. The possi- 
bility of exporting fruits and condiments might also be worth 
consideration. 

Bahia.—At the present moment the only opening for foreigners 
would seem to be in railways, mineral, agricultural (not coffee), and 
industrial concessions, but these are matters for capitalists and 
syndicates, and with a constantly dropping exchange it is not easy 
to find money for anything but mining purposes. There are at 
present two valuable manganese mines being worked within 40 
miles of Bahia. 

Among the goods of foreign manufacture for which there is a 
considerable demand, may be mentioned calicoes and fancy cotton 
drilis. British goods are generally sold at so much per yard, or 
piece of so many yards. However, to suit all parties, British 
goods, while sold on the yard measurement, are always plainly 
marked yards and metres. All packages are invoiced with the 
weight in English pounds and kilos, the last being a necessity for 
despatching in the custom-house. Consumption duties are not 
levied on imported goods. The stamp tax and method of carrying 
it out causes delays, vexations, and extra expense, as can be 
understood from the fact that each unit in a package has to have 
a stamp affixed to it. Goods of all kinds are also heavily handi- 
capped owing to the rates of freight demanded by steamship 
owners for their own protection, seeing that the vexed question 
of delays in discharging is still an open one. It can easily be 
understood that an extra freight charge of 5 per cent. on the 
primary cost of goods will allow of the native competitors and 
manufacturers benefiting to that extent. The trade in the articles 
above mentioned can only be extended by an increase of the 
population. At present it is practically entirely in the hands of 
English and German firms. Any individual firm may increase its 
sales, but it will be at the expense of its neighbour. 

In iron, steel, and their manufactures, machinery, crockery, lamp 
goods, in fact, anything outside of the Manchester trade proper, a 
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great deal might be done in extension by the proper use of travel- 
lers, cutting of prices, improved packing, and pushing of novelties. 

Pernambuco.— Agriculture is probably the only likely field for 
foreign enterprise. Many articles not grown there could, without 
doubt, be produced, and there are large tracts of land which only 
produce (owing to inefficient and archaic methods of agriculture) 
a miserable yield. The soil in nearly all parts of the State is 
exceedingly fertile, and if some method could be devised of 
irrigating, by means of artesian wells or otherwise, the inner portion 
of the State called the Sertdo, a large tract of undoubtedly fertile 
land would become available. 

The foreign goods, which are in considerable demand, are— 
flour, United States of America and Hungary; codfish, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland ; kerosene, United States of America; machinery, 
Great Britain, Germany, United States of America, France, and 
Belgium; matches, Sweden; pine timber, United States of 
America; millinery, Europe and United States of America; in 
fact, all articles of manufacture, native manufactures being of 
small extent and relatively inferior quality, and only existing by 
the help of enormous protective import duties. Quotations of 
above articles are impossible owing to the fluctuation of prices 
under local conditions and to the aversion of merchants—practic- 
ally monopolists—to give information. 

Santos.—There are no openings for the export of raw material 
until the condition of the country improves. The following is a 
list of British goods largely imported into the State of Sao Paulo, 
and for which there is generally a considerable demand :— 

Iron and steel in bars, pigs, and plates, zinc in sheets and pigs, 
lead in sheets and pigs, copper and brass in tubes, plates, and bars, 
machinery of every description, jute, dry goods, and hardware, 
roping, galvanised and black iron tubing, and accessories, tools of 
every description, rails and fittings, paints, colours, paper, drugs, 
telegraph and telephone appliances, rubber goods, coal, coke, and 
nuts, tarpaulins, cotton stuffs, hats, chemicals, lubricating oils, 
earthenware, cloths, drinks, and hessians. 

Rio Grande and Porto Alegre.—There are no openings for trade 
or industries for foreigners. 

Hides, dry and salted, jerked beef, bones, and horns form the 
chief exports. Considerable quantities of mandioca flour and black 
beans are produced, and exported coastwise. Tobacco is also grown 
to a large extent for local consumption, and occasionally 
exported to Europe, principally to Germany. All foreign manu- 
factured articles are in good demand, and are largely imported. 
There are so many foreign importers established in the State who 
are constantly on the look-out for any article that can be profitably 
imported, irrespective of country of origin, that any real demand 
is readily met. It is therefore impossible to specify any particular 
goods as being exceptionally advantageous for export to the State 
of Rio Grande from the point of view of the British manufacturer. 
(Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, 510.) 
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XIV.—TRADE OF NICARAGUA IN 1898.* 


H.M. Consul at Granada, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
on the trade of Nicaragua, reports that the total imports into that 
country for the year 1898, including produce brought from other 
Central American States, amounted to 573,236/. This amount, 
compared with the year 1897, shows an increase of 44,8521., or 
about 84 per cent., but comparing with the importations of 1895 
and 1896, there is still a large decrease. Great Britain continues 
first as the largest contributor, with 238,950/. out of the total 
573,236l., or about 414 per cent. of total imports, and in this an 
increase of 84,350]. is shown on the previous year, or a gain of 
about 3 per cent. in the proportion as compared to last year. The 
United States come second, as in the previous year, with a total of 
139,900/., or about 24} per cent. of total imports, and this shows 
an increase of 39,5801., or about 54 per cent. over and above the 
proportion obtained in 1897. Germany makes a good third with 
102,0001., or nearly 18 per cent. of total amount, and in this 
proportion stands about the same as in the previous year, having 
increased 7,036/. on the whole, but only kept pace with the in- 
creased importation generally. France appears with a much 
smaller amount, viz., 46,000/., against 55,000/. during 1897, 
showing a decrease of 9,000/., and a proportion of only 8 per cent. 
of total imports, instead of 10} per cent., as in the previous year. 
Other European countries have 40,000/., against 58,500/. in 1897, 
or not quite 7 per cent. of total imports, instead of 11 per cent., 
and Central American States come last, with 6,386l1., or about a 
little over 1 per cent. of total importation, whereas 1897 showed a 
proportion of 3 per cent. 

By the foregoing it will be seen that Great Britain not only 
maintained her proportion of trade with Nicaragua last year, 
but increased to the extent of 3 per cent., and this is practically 
entirely due to the large amount of cheap cotton goods imported, 
of which at least 75 per cent. come from Great Britain. For 
cheap cotton dress goods, muslins, prints, white shirtings, lawns, 
zephyrs, sewing thread, &c., there is no competition of any conse- 
ene but in heavier goods, such as ducks, drills, sheetings, greys, 

., the United States can produce as cheap an article, and quite 
as good, although not always so advantageous to the importing 
merchant on account of the awkward widths and set assortment 
of pieces and patterns, which American firms say they cannot 
alter, whilst the Manchester manufacturer will suit anybody’s 
taste ; thus, American cottons, especially in the interior, are very 
little known, but the few imported are much liked in finish and 
style. Woollen goods of all descriptions are chiefly imported from 
Great Britain, but Germany and France have a fair share in cash- 
meres, trouserings, and coatings, the patterns and styles being in 
many cases more to the taste of the ordinary consumer, and in the 
case of cheap German cuts, or lengths for trousers, the price and 

* Bee “ Board of Trade Journal” for January last for map of Nicaragua, 
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quality are much lower than anything made in Great Britain. 
Laces, lace nets, curtains, handkerchiefs, &c., are invariably brought 
from Great Britain, but Germany has the preference for cotton 
trimmings, braids, quilts, hosiery, undershirts, and cotton blankets. 
The other articles, chiefly supplied by Great Britain, are: soap, 
zine roofing, cutlery, liquors, coffee sacks, tiles, and coal, and a © 
small amount of drugs, hardware, nails, saddlery, leather goods, and 
canned provisions. Such articles as beer, sewing machines, boilers, 
nails, iron, wire fencing, and machinery, are rarely imported from 
anywhere but Germany and the United States, and it would seem 
the principal reason for so doing is cheapness. English beer is 
said to be altogether too heavy to suit the taste and climate, and a 
light lager beer is required ; this trade has so far been about 
equally divided between Germany and the United States, but the 
American beer is becoming liked, and the consumption is in- 
creasing. American barbed-wire is preferred to the English, the 
former being more pliable and less likely to break ; in price they 
are much the same, if anything, the English wire costing a fraction 
less ; on the other hand, freight is cheaper from the States when 
brought by way of Greytown. Germany supplies a cheap quality 
of wire that, on the whole, is not much in favour, as it does not 
last long. Nails and iron are being imported chiefly from 
Germany, also leather, boot cuts, elastic web, and other necessaries 
for bootmakers. 


The Consul further states it as his opinion that, although 
most of the above articles are of small consumption in a 
country like Nicaragua, it may be worth while for the British 
manufacturer to get as much as he can of the trade; small orders 
therefore should not be refused, and every facility possible offered 
to the small trader to buy their wares, and get them known by the 
public ; samples and catalogues will help a great deal, also corres- 
pondence and circulars, but they must be in the Spanish language. 
Various different manufacturers might arrange for one traveller to 
represent them, so as to minimise the expense, and when prices 
are quoted discounts should be clearly stated, and weights should 
be either in kilogrammes or pounds (hundred-weights and quarters 
being most confusing to natives), With all this, British manu- 
facturers may be ousted occasionally by cheaper goods from the 
United States and other countries, but at least they will not lose 
orders through their goods and prices not being known, as not 
infrequently happens at present. 


Trade with the United States for the past year will be seen to 
have increased in a greater proportion than that with Great 
Britain, viz., 54 per cent., and whilst in 1895 only 17 per cent. of 
total imports were allotted to her, last year shows a proportion of 
244 per cent. No doubt there has been a slight increase of im- 
ported cotton goods from the United States, but the difference is 
more especially due to larger quantities of provisions, and such 
articles as petroleum, wire, lamps, lanterns, sewing machines, beer, 
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rope, drugs, hardware, &c. Wine from San Francisco seems to 
have fallen off somewhat, and flour imported from the Eastern 
States is losing ground in favour of the Californian flour, shipped 
in gunnies of 150 lbs. each. 

Trade with Germany has remained about the same, the imports 
from that country only barely increasing in proportion to the total 
amount for the year. A small proportion of cotton and woollen 
goods is always imported from that country, and lately merchants 
have been trying a cheap print that is likely to compete with the 
Manchester article. All chinaware and glassware are imported 
from Germany, also matches, candles, haberdashery, hosiery, hats, 
cheap liquors, firearms, musical instruments, beds, lamps, cement, 
toys, beer, and other articles, such as wire fencing, nails, &c., 
already enumerated, and occasionally these goods may be shipped 
through a London house as British, or ordered through a London 
agent and shipped direct from Hamburg. In the foregoing articles 
Germany may be said to have the preference simply through 
cheapness, or perhaps more correctly speaking, a cheaper and 
inferior quality of a similar appearance, but at a lower price than 
the English goods. In a country like Nicaragua, the question of 
price in buying an article is of supreme importance, and if an 
enamelled saucepan of low quality, lasting say, for six months, can 
be bought at a fraction lower than a really good one that would 

_last five times as long, in nine cases out of ten the cheaper one sells - 
in preference, and the same thing happens with nearly everything. 
Thus, of the cotton goods imported from Great Britain, more than 
50 per cent. consists of the cheapest, flimsiest kind of grey cloths, 
drills, prints, lawns, muslins, shirtings, &c., it is possible to obtain, 
and very often split cloths. What Great Britain does in cottons, 
Germany does in other goods, and if British firms would go in more 
for cheap, inferior articles, instead of keeping to better qualities, 
they would undoubtedly increase the trade in such countries as 
Nicaragua. 

Trade with France last year shows a decrease of 9,000/., and a loss 
of 2} per cent. in proportion to trade in 1897. Such articles as 
gloves, cravats, silks, ribbons, fans, shawls, mantillas, perfumery, 
umbrellas, calf-skins, ladies’ shoes, stationery, drugs, wines, spirits, 
and white shirts, are always chiefly imported from that country, and 
the decrease can only be accounted for by a smaller consumption of 
such goods, especially as the new customs tariff affects them very 
severely, 

Other European countries have lost ground, and show a difference 
of 18,5001., or about 4 per cent. less as compared to the proportion 
of 1897, and trade with other Central American States appears to 
have decreased 8,614/., or about 2 per cent. less than the average 
obtained last year. 

The total exports from Nicaragua to all countries for the year 
1898 amounted to 636,710/., and this amount, compared with 1897, 
shows an increase of 25,1771., or a little over 4 per cent. 
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Coffee, which is the principal export, presents a much lower 
figure compared with 1897, and there is a difference of 34,000 
bags in quantity, and 135,000/. less in value, the low price in 
Europe being added to a bad crop. Of the total amount shipped, 
viz., 120,000 bags, about 70 per cent. were sent to Germany, 20 per 
cent. to Great Britain, and the other 10 per cent. may be diy ided 
between France, Italy, and the United States. 

The quantities of rubber, hides, deer-skins, logwood, extract of 
dyewood, cedar, mahogany, cattle, sugar, and gold shipped, have 
increased compared to the previous year, whilst exports of silver 
dollars, indigo, leather, cheese, maize, lard, &., show a slight 
decline. 

The chief trading ports of Nicaragua are Greytown and Blue- 
fields on the Atlantic and Corinto and San Juan del Sur, on the 
Pacific Coast. 

Bluefields.— Most of the business done on the Atlantic coast is 
with the United States. Large quantities of provisions are im- 
ported, and all along the coast there is a much larger demand for 
ready-made clothes, such as boots, shoes, hats, trousers, vests, coats, 
shirts, &c., than in the interior. Large quantities of cedar and 
mahogany are shipped from Bluefields to Boston, by the firm of 
George D. Emery, who has a concession from the Government to 
ship timber for a number of years by paying 1 dol. gold (about 4s.) 
forevery log exported, and a bonus of 10,000 dol. gold (about 
2,000/.) annually, in exchange for the free importation of such pro- 
visions, &c., as he may require for his men. About 14,000 logs of 
different kinds of wood were exported during the past year, besides 
some 4,000 cwts. of rubber, 2,000,000 bunches of bananas, 500,000 
cocoanuts, and about 5,000 ozs. of gold. An export duty of 3 ¢. 
currency (about 3d.) is charged on every bunch of bananas, 12 c. 
gold (about 6d.) per kilo. on rubber, and 17 dol. gold (about 31. 8s.) 
on every kilo. of fine gold shipped. 

Greytown.—About 15 per cent. of total imports and exports are 
made through the port of Greytown, and the Atlas Company’s 
steamers from New York touch there regularly every 14 days. 
Most of this trade is done with the interior by way of the San 
Juan River, good transport being effected by the Caribbean and 
Pacific Transit Company, who are just completing a short railway 
between Laguna, Silico, and Colorado Junction, to facilitate traffic 
in the summer. Hides, rubber, deerskins, coffee, and gold, mostly 
for the United States, are shipped from the interior by this route, 
and importations from the Eastern States of America come to 
Greytown, instead of via the Isthmus of Panamé and Corinto, as 
the latter route is much more costly for freight. 

Oorinto.—Most of the trade of the interior of Nicaragua is done 
through the Pacific ports of Corinto and San Juandel Sur. At least 
50 per cent. of all imports come to Corinto, and this is really the 
most important port of the country, and affords greater facilities 
to merchants residing in the large central towns by the railway: 
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connection. Most of the vessels that entered the port in 1898 

were American, belonging to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, 

carrying mails and passengers to and from Panamé and San 

Francisco. This company receives a subsidy of 9,000 dol. 

silver (720/.) per annum from the Nicaraguan Government, and 

the contract is of two years’ duration. Towards the end of last 

year the vessels of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company (a 

British line formerly running south of Panama only), and the Com- 

pafiia Sud-Americana (a Chilean line of steamers) commenced to 
touch at Corinto in accordance with a contract made with the 
Government, and these companies, working together, compete very 
strongly with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. Their arrival 
is a decided advantage to trade, although at present they have 
not been able to arrange for through freight from Europe over 
the Isthmus; mails and passengers are carried, and besides being 
more punctual in their arrival, and affording better accommoda- 
tion, these steamers make a good connection with the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Company ; sailing from and arriving at Colon, they 
also carry freight direct to Europe through the Straits of 
Magellan, and thus compete in a way with the Kosmos line from 
Hamburg. According to contract, vessels of both the Pacific Steam 
Navigation Company and the Compania Sud-Americana are exempt 
from port dues, and receive an annual subsidy equal to the amount 
paid the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. During the year, 26 
German steamers, principally of the Kosmos line, will be seen to 
have entered Corinto from Hamburg via Straits of Magellan, going 
up to Guatemala. On their return trip these steamers carry about 
15 per cent. of the freight from Corinto, and are preferred by 
some shippers of coffee on account of the cheaper rate, and 
avoidance of transhipment on the Isthmus ; the homeward trip is 
also made in a comparatively short time. 

San Juan del Sur.—Importations and exportations by way of 
San Juan del Sur for the past year have decreased considerably, 
and barely 10 per cent. of the total trade of the country is done by 
that port. All steamship lines subsidized by the Government 
touch there about twice a month, and port dues, anchorage, &c., 
are on the same scale as Corinto. The chief disadvantage of 
San Juan del Sur as a port is the lack of communication with the 
interior, the only means of transport being by bullock carts over 
roads that are by no means good, and frequently impassable during 
the rainy season. The greater part of the land in this department 
is given over to pasturage ; maize, cacao and indigo are the chief 
agricultural products, and at Escameca, some few miles south of 
San Juan del Sur, there is some land laid out in coffee, but at 
present it is little more than in an experimental stage.—(Loreign 

Office Annual Series, 2329.) 
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XV.—TAXES ON TRADING BUSINESSES IN TOGOLAND 
(GERMAN WEST AFRICA). 


A despatch, dated 21st September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, forwarding copy 
and translation of a Decree of the Imperial Governor of Togoland, 
concerning the new regulations as to taxes payable in that Pro- 
tectorate by persons or companies carrying on trading business 
establishments. ‘This decree was to come into operation on the 
1st October, 1899. 

The following is a copy of the decree in question :— 

§1. The Decree concerning the levying of taxes on business 
firms, of the 27th of October, 1890, and of the 25th of May, 1891, 
is hereby suspended, and the following Regulations are substituted 
for it. 

§2. For business establishments in the Protectorate of Togo a 
yearly tax is to be levied, the amount of which depends on the 
kind of business carried on, and is graduated according to the 
provisions of §§3, 5, 6, and 8 of this Decree. 

§3. If a person or company possesses at the same place (town, 
village, &c.) several places of business, the yearly tax for this 
place will only be paid once, without regard to the number of 
businesses. 

§4. When the business consists in the importation and exporta- 
tion of goods and is only to be found in one business establish- 
ment within the Protectorate, the yearly tax will be 800 marks 
(401.). 

If, on the other hand, a person or company possesses more than 
one business establishment within the Protectorate, then one of 
them will be taxed at 800 marks (401.) as the chief place of 
business; whereas, for every branch establishment a special tax 
will be levied which, when it is situated inside the coast district 
and consists exclusively in an export trade, is fixed at 400 marks 
(201.), and which, in all other cases, amounts to 100 marks (5/.) 

§5. For the purposes of this Decree, the ‘Coast District” is 
understood to be the territory running inland up to the north 
edge of the Lagoons, including the places called Woga and 
Wokutime as well as the shores of the Togo Lake; in all other 
cases, it means up to a distance of 10 kilometres from the sea- 
coast. 

The place called Abanakwe, situated at the point where the 
Mono river crosses the Laguna, is considered as within the coast 
district. 

§6. The proprietor of business establishments in the Protectorate 
and resident traders, who only have either an import or an export 
trade, have to pay a yearly tax of 400 marks (201.) for the principal 
or only chief place of business and one of 100 marks (5/.) for every 
branch establishment. 

§7. For all business establishments which do not fall under the 
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provisions of §§3 and 5, a yearly tax of 100 marks (5/.) will be 
levied. 

§8. The provisions of §2, Section 2, are also applicable in the 
cases of §§5 and 6. 

§9. Whosoever, within the Protectorate of Togo, wishes to carry 
on a peddling trade (hawking) without being resident there, must 
obtain a permit for such hawking from a district office 
(“Bezirksamt”) or from a “station.” Such a permit is not 
_— is granted for the calendar year, and costs 500 marks 
(252.). 

This permit to hawk goods is to be obtained, in that district in 
which the peddling is begun, from the officials of the district office 
or of the station. 

§10. The yearly taxes—with the exception of the permit to hawk 
goods which has to be paid at once to its full amount—is payable 
in advance in quarterly instalments in the course of the first 
month of each quarter to the officers of the district office or of the 
station for these districts in which the business establishments are 
situated. 

The said officials are, nevertheless, authorised to allow the 
payment of the tax, if they are asked to do so, to be made direct 
to the Government’s Treasury at Lome within the same space of 
time. 

§11. Before the 31st of December, 1899, every person, resident 
in the Protectorate and having a business there, must hand in to 
the district officers or to the station officials a list of the business 
establishments which he may have within the said district ; at the 
same time he must name the place where his chief business is 
when he has several in the Protectorate. 

All changes in the kind of business carried on or in its extent 
(such as the starting of new or the giving up of former business 
establishments, changing an import business into an import and 
export business, and such similar changes) are to be reported, 
within a month from the date of the change, to the proper local 
authorities, who will inform the Government of them. 

§12. The Governor has discretionary power to allow, at the 
request of those persons who are liable to the tax, special exceptions 
to be made from this Decree. 

§13. This Decree does not affect trading in market places. 

§14. Offences against the above regulations are punishable by a 
fine up to 500 marks (£25), or by corresponding imprisonment 
besides payment of the withheld tax. The fine and imprisonment 
can be inflicted separately or together. - 

Moreover, the officials of the district or of the station are- 
authorised to close those business establishments within their 
districts for which the quarterly payments of the yearly tax have 

not been paid before the expiration of the current quarter. 

§15. An appeal to the Imperial Governor may lie within the 
space of three months, against the decisions which are come to by 
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the officials of the districts or of the station in consequence of this 
Decree. 

§16. This Decree comes into force on the Ist of October, 1899. 
The quarterly payments, due on that day, for the last quarter of 
the current calendar year, are to be paid in according to the fore- 
going provisions. 

For the year 1899 only the instalment for the last quarter 
will be collected for the already existing trading people, formerly 
free of taxes, but now under this Decree liable to taxation. 


XVI—TRADE OF NEW ZEALAND IN 1898-99. 


The following particulars concerning the trade of New Zealand 
for the 12 months ended 30th June, 1899, are taken from the 
“* New Zealand Trade Review.” 

The first table shows the value of imports into New Zealand 
during the year ended 30th June, 1899, as compared with like 
periods of 1897-98 and 1896-97. 


Ports. 1898-9. 1897-8, 1896-7. 
NortH IsLanp— £ 
Auckland ... 2,135,890 2,187,129 2,087,168 
Wellington ... 2,086,903 1,869,544 1,779,643 
Other N.I. ports... 420,231 375,714 372,554 
SouTH IsLAND— 
Dunedin... 1,649,386 1,650,899 1,622,474 
Lyttelton... 1,385,658 1,326,302 1,280,339 
Other §.1. ports 581,889 584,165 501,702 
Total, North Island «| 4,643,024 4,432,387 4,239,365 
Total, South Island ee 3,616,933 3,561,366 3,404,515 
Specie to all ports ... eee soe 24,854 555 111.295 
Parcels Post ,, 63,671 49,358 38,781 
Total, Colony 8,348,482 8,043,666 7,793,956 
Total exclusive of specie ...| 8,323,628 8,043,111 7,682,661 


The total shows increase from year to year, that of the latest 
twelvemonth being over 280,000/. Of this increase nearly 211,0001. 
occurs in the North Island, over 55,000/. in the South Island, and 
over 14,0001. in parcels. Over 217,000/. is for Wellington 
alone. Auckland, though it shows a slight decrease on the pre- 
vious year, is still above every other port in the Colony. The net 
inerease for the Colony is equal to the rate of 3} per cent., while 
that in customs revenue is at the rate of 23 per cent. 

The following table shows the value of exports from New 
Zealand during the year ended 30th June, 1899, as compared with 
two previous years. 


i 


Oct. 1899. ] TRADE OF NEW ZEALAND IN’ 1898-99. 435 
Ports. 1898-9, 1897-8, 1896-7. 
NortTH IsLAND— £ 
Auckland... 1,762,852 1,457,261 1,236,255 
Wellington ... 1,681,097 1,789,597 1,462,766 
Napier 919,143 1,054,308 964,070 
Other N. Island ports ae ee] 1,288,595 1,153,537 970,293 
SouTH IsLAND— 
Lyttelton... 1,976,655 1,999,555 1,822,241 
Dunedin ese 1,028,163 976,850 1,070,259 
699,409 636,375 660,715 
Timaru eee eee 551,767 519,053 554,182 
Other §. Island ports ove eos 762,613 697,623 711,625 
Total North Island «| 5,651,187 5,454,703 4,633,384 
Total South Island .:| 5,018,607 4,828,956 4,819,022 
Specie from all ports ove oe 71,371 74,930 220,953 
Parcels Post ,, 9,188 8,877 ; 
Total Colony st | 10,750,353 10,367,466 9,681,023 
Total exclusive of specie ...| 10,678,982 10,292,536 9,460,078 


With regard to articles of colonial produce, the following table 
shows the values of the principal classes of produce exported 
during the year ended 30th June, 1899, as compared with the 


two previous financial years :— 


Goods. 1898-9. 1897-8. 1896-7. 

£ & £ 
Wool 4,241,984 4,732,542 | 4,357,224 
Meats—Frozen ... 1,776,843 1,691,546 | 1,340,169 
Preserved... 85,916 93,999 75,176 
Cured and Salted ies c 13,247 18,555 25,079 
Tallow eee see ese 274,996 301,206 216,528 
Sheepskins ... 245,602 245,736 159,842 
Leather 105,731 105,905 86,791 
Gold 1,303,672 997,978 | 1,076,504 
Kauri Gum... 590,598 500,752 385,363 
Timber... 162,336 163,322 145,038 
Coal... ose eee 77,544 56,701 65,770 
Grain (Wheat, Oats, Barley, Malt)... 347,303 131,190 297,705 
Potatoes... 125,974 52,885 9,163 
N.Z. Hemp... 128,639 28,883 28,865 
Other N.Z. Produce is “ae one 492,842 493,134 564,237 
Total N.Z. Produce 10,552,105 | 10,154,529 | 9,341,959 
Re Exports... ose aes abe 26,877 138,007 118,111 
Specie ses ove eee eee 71,371 74,930 220,953 
Totals | 10,750,853 | 10,367,466 | 9,681,023 


It is interesting to find from these figures that in spite of a 
falling-off in the value of wool, of not far short of 500,000/., the 
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total shipments of domestic produce show an excess over the 
previous year of nearly 400,000/. There must therefore be 
increases in other products approaching together a total of 
900,0007. 

It has long been known that the wool clip would prove con- 
siderably short of that of the previous year, and the shipments 
of the twelve months to the United Kingdom, show a diminution 
of 30,920 bales, or nearly 74 per cent. 

The principal items of increase which help to turn the loss of 
490,0001. in wool to a gain of 398,000. in the total of New Zealand 
produce are the following :—Gold and silver, 320,000/.; grain, whole 
and ground, 165,000/.; hemp, 100,000/.; kauri gum, 90,0007. ; 
potatoes, 73,000/.; frozen meat, 70,000.; butter and cheese, 
38,0001. These make an aggregate increase of 856,000/. and 
minor gains add to the amount. 

The increase in gold and kauri gum has told heavily on the 
total of Auckland, resulting in an increase for the year of 305,000/. 
Wellington and Napier, under the influence of the falling off in 
wool, show a decline. In the South Island the increase in grain 
has counteracted, in a greater or less degree the decrease in 
wool. 
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XVII.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF JAMAICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Secretary 
of Jamaica, copy of the Tariff Act ‘of 1899. The following table 
shows the import duties leviable on goods imported into Jamaica 
under the provisions of this Act :— 


Import duties. 


i Rates of 
No. Articles. Duty. 
& d, 
1 | Ale, beer and porter, cider and perry ... «. per gallon 009 
2 | Animals, alive—Horned stock each, 20 0 
3 Horses, mares, geldings and mules * 3.0 0 
4 Asses... i: @.@ 
5 Sheep, goats and swine. 010 0 
6 | Arrowroot and cornstarch... per Ib. 0 Of 
7 | Bacon 00 2 
8 | Barley (not pearl barley) ... eos per bushel 
9 | Beans and peas, including split peas = 
10 | Beef—wet, salted, or cured ses -.- per barrel of 200 Ibs.| O15 O 
il smoked or dried...  perlh 0 0 2 


12 | Bread and biscuits, viz. : pilot sinnbit water and 
oyster crackers, soda biscuits and butter 


13 | Butter and butter substitutes 00 2 
14 | Candles—composition ... ” 00 2 
16 tallow... 0 0 OF 
17 | Cards, playing pack of 52) 0 0 38 
18 | Cartridges of all kinds for firearms per 100 © 16 
19 | Cement eee “a ‘per barrel of 400 lbs.| 0 1 2 
20 | Cheese ove lb. 0 0 6 
21 | Chicory soe 00 6 
22 | Cocoa, beans and pods one oop is +. per 100 Ibs. 010 0 
25 | Corn, ‘Indian eee ove ove per bushel 090 4 
26 | Fish, dried or salted ose 20 ee. per 100 lbs, 0 3 6 
27 » smoked, not otherwise ‘enumerated or 
described .. one ovo 0 OF 
28 » herrings, smoked ... 0 0 Of 
29 » salmon eee 00 2 
30 » salmon, wet or salted. “per barrel of 200 Ibs, 010 6 
31 » alewives, herrings, mackerels, &e., aga, 
unenumerated ... 040 
32 | Flour, “per barrel of 196 Ibs, 08 0 
33 wheat 08 0 


34 Gunpowder, dynamite and other explosives (not 
to include cartridges for fire-arms or percus- 


sion caps, detonators or fuse) .. és es per Ib. 010 
35 | Glucose ose wee 001 
36 | Hams oes son oes 
37 | Indigo ove 00 8 
38 | Lard... eee ons ase ” 001 
39 » substitutes, including cottolene ... 9 0 
40 | Matches, lucifers and others, per gross of 12 

dozen boxes, each box to contain 100 sticks, 

and boxes containing any greater or lesser 

quantity to be charged in proportion... ose 03 0 
41 | Meal, not wheat ... ss ave per barrel of 196 Ibs. 0 2 0 
42 Meats, salted orcured ... 200 ,, 015 0 
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. Rate of 
No. Articles, Duty, 
43 | Milk—condensed, weight of the tin to be in- 
cluded in the weight for duty... ms eee per lb. 0 0 O8 
45 | Oats. per bushel 00 4 
Oils— 
46 Castor oil, in tins or in bnlk... “= .. per gallon 009 
47 Cotton seed oil and cocoanut oil ... 009 
48 Petroleum and its product ... is 0 0 7 
49 Not otherwise enumerated, not including 
medicinal, essential and perfumed oils. ... ” 00 9 
50 | Opium, in powder, or as the raw drug, or solid 
extract of opium, but not including medicinal 
preparations and medicinal sini of 
opium... er lb. 10 0 
51 | Pork—wet, salted, or cured na «+. per barrel of 200 lbs.| 015 0 
52 | Potatoes... barrel of 180 lbs.| 1 6 
53 | Rice ... sins eve per 100 lbs. 03 0 
54 | Rice, undressed... ose per bushel 0 1,0 
55 | Salt, not rock salt .. per 100 lbs. <0 
56 Sausages or pickled .. sperdb. 00 2 
57 | Shot es. per 100 lbs. 08 0 
58 Soap, ‘common, brown, yellow, or blue mottled, 
and all other laundry soaps... 0 56 6 
59 | Spirits, brandy, whisky, gin, spirits of wine, 
alcohol (including absolute alcohol) and all 
other distilled spirits, = gallon of proof 
spirits, as ascertained by Sykes’ or Sikes’ 
hydrometer: provided that in no case shall 
the duty be less than 13s. 6d.... = per liquid gallon 016 0 
60 | Bitters, cordials, liqueurs and sweetened or 
mixed spirituous beverages of a like kind ... 016 0 
61 | Spirituous compounds, not being perfumery nor 
medicines recognised by the British Pharma- 
copeeia, or the United States Pharmacopeceia, 
nor recognised medicinal preparations proved 
to the satisfaction of the collector-general to 
be used only in the treatment of disease, and 
not otherwise enumerated, 40 per 
cent. of proof spirit ... ove ove ” 016 0 
62 | Sugar, refined or unrefined eos per Ib. 00-1 
63 | Tea ... eae ove 420 
64 | Tobacco, cigars 05 0 
65 » cigarettes or snuff (the weight of ‘the cig- 
arettes to include the paper covering) a 016 
67 manufactured, including eavendish 02 0 
68 | Tongues, salted or cured . ove .. per barrel of 200 Ibs.| 015 0 
69 smoked or dried per lb. 0 0 2 
70 | Wheat +. per bushel. 0 0 6 
71 | Wines of all kinds, “including medicated wines, 
in bulk or bottle, per gallon containing not 
more than 40 per cent. proof spirit. Wines 
containing a greater proportion of. proof spirit 
to be deemed a spirituous beverage ... 0 3.6 
72 | And an additional duty on all wines of a value of 
12s. per gallon, and upwards ... per gallon G21, 8 
73 | Wood, per 1,000 feet of pitch pine, white pine 
lumber, or other lumber, in rough or sawed, 
by superficial measurement of 1 inch thick ... 00.9 
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No. 


Articles. 


74 


Wood, per 1,000 feet of pitch pine, white pine, 

or other lumber planed, smoothed, grooved 

and tongued, ceiling and flooring boards, but 

not otherwise manufactured, by en 

measurement of 1 inch thick... 0 
Shingles, cypress, more than 12 inches in length per 1,000 0 
Shingles, Wallaba ... be 0 
Shingles, Boston chips, ‘and all’ shingles not 

otherwise enumerated or described .. oa 0 
And after these rates for any greater or lesser 

quantity of such goods respectively 0 43 
All other articles those in 

the Free List) ... eof . Ad valorem. |163 per cent. 


o 


The following articles are free from duty :— 


Agricultural implements, namely: ploughs, harrows, cultiva- 
tors, horse hoes, hoes, cutlasses, agricultural forks, axes, bill 
hooks, clod crushers, dibbles, sowing machines, stump 
extractors. 


. Articles, the growth and produce of the Pedro and Morant 


Cays, on production to the collector of customs of satisfactory 
evidence to that effect. 


. Articles, the property of Foreign Governments, imported into 


the island for the purpose of furnishing, decorating, or equip- 
ping the consulates of such Governments, provided that the 
like concession is granted to British Consulates of such 
Foreign Governments. 


. Apparatus and appliances of all kinds for generating, storing, 


conducting, converting into power or light, and measuring 
electricity. 


. Apparatus and appliances for generating, measuring, conduct- 


ing and storing gas. 


. Bags and sacks made of flax, hemp, or jute, for exporting 


island produce. 


. Bees, bee-hives, and all accessories for apiaries, 
. Books, printed, bound or unbound, pamphlets, magazines and 


newspapers. 


. Brass, old scrap. 

. Bullion and coin. 

. Britannia metal in pigs and bars. 

. Coal, coke, and patent fuel. 

. Copper in pigs. 

. Fire engines and fire extinguishers. 

. Fertilisers of all kinds, natural or artificial, including guano 


and other manures. 


. Iron, viz., pig. 
. Locomotives, railway rolling stock and parts thereof, rails, 


railway ties, and all materials and appliances to be used 
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exclusively for construction, equipment and operation of 
railways and tramways. 


. Lymph for vaccination. 
. Lead, viz., old scrap and pig. 
. Mess plate, furniture and band instruments for the use of the 


Navy, Army, or Militia, on the certificate of the military or 
naval commanding officer. 


. Magic lanterns and slides therefor. 
. Printing paper. 
. Parts of articles free under the tariff:—The component parts 


of any article which is free under the tariff shall be also 
admitted free of duty, provided such parts of free things 
cannot be used for any other purpose than for making up or 
completing any article which is itself free, and provided such 
part has been specially prepared and manufactured to replace 
or fit such free articles. 

Provisions and stores imported by the local government for 
the public service, and stores, tools and materials for the 
Kingston General Commissioners, the Spanish Town Water 
Works Commissioners, or for any parochial board for any 
public or parochial service, on the certificate of the Revenue 
Commissioner. Whenever any local merchant or trader shall 
have supplied to the local government for the public service, 
or to the Kingston General Commissioners, the Spanish Town 
Water Works Commissioners, or to any parochial board for 
any public or parochial service, any goods which would 
otherwise have been entitled to come in free under this 
section, the purchaser, on production of a certificate from the 
Revenue Commissioner, shall be entitled to a refund of the 
duty proved to have been paid on the first importation of such 
goods, provided they have been imported within the limit of 
time fixed as the limit within which the drawback may be 
claimed on goods exported. 

Photographic apparatus and appliances necessary for the 
production of photographs. 

Provisions and stores, arms, equipment and uniforms, imported 
for the use of Her Majesty’s Navy, Army, or Militia, on the 
certificate of the officer commanding the Navy or the troops 
that they have been solely imported for the use of the Navy or 
Army as aforesaid. 

Provisions, wines, spirits and malt liquors, imported for the 
use of the naval staff and naval messes in Jamaica, consigned 
by bills of lading to any naval officer, or the president of a 
naval mess, on the production of the bills of lading and the 
certificate of the officer, such certificate being countersigned by 
the officer commanding the naval forces, that they have been 
solely imported for the use of such officer or naval mess, and 
on an undertaking that they shall not be sold in the island 
without special permission of the collector of customs, such 
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permission to be given only on payment of the duty. This 
exemption shall also extend to similar goods withdrawn from 
a bonded warehouse on production of a certificate of a naval 
officer countersigned by the officer commanding the naval 
forces that such goods are for the sole use of such officer or 
naval mess, and on an undertaking as aforesaid that they will 
not be sold in Jamaica without payment of duty. 


. Poultry and other birds. 
. Articles of naval, military and civil uniform imported by 


members of those services for their personal use. 


. School slates and slate pencils. 
. Sewing machines. 
. Shooks for tierce, puncheon, hogshead, barrel and cask, and 


shooks for boxes or crates used in packing native agricultural 
produce. 


. Specimens illustrative of natural history, mineralogy and 


geology not being such as are of an ornamental character. 


. Steam engines, boilers, prime motor engines of all kinds, 


machines, machinery and apparatus, whether stationary or 
portable, worked by power or by hand, for manufacturing or 
preparing for market the agricultural and mineral products 
of the colony, including sugar, coffee, cocoa, pimento, ginger, 
kola, annato, cocoanuts, tobacco, cassava, fruits of all descrip- 
tions, vegetables of all descriptions, woods of all descriptions, 
fibres, pans for boiling sugar of not less than 10 gallons 
capacity. 


. Steel, viz., ingots. 

. Stills, and parts thereof. 

. Tan bark of all kinds, whole or ground. 

. Telephones and telephone switch boards. 

. Tow. 

. Trees, plants, vines, seeds and grains of all kinds for propa- 


gation or cultivation. 


. Tortoise shell and turtle shell, unmanufactured. 

. Turtle. 

. Tin, viz., in blocks and pigs. 

. Articles imported for the use of the weather service of the 


United States of America, being the property of the United 
States Government. 


. Wood hoops and truss hoops, 
. Wood staves and headings. 
. Zine, viz., in blocks and pigs. 


The law is to continue in force until the 1st June, 1906. 
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XVIII.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ZANZIBAR. 


A telegram, dated 16th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Zanzibar to the effect that 
import duties were to be imposed at that port from the 15th 
September last. 

Such import duties will be according to the following tariff as 
specified in the Treaty between Great Britain and Zanzibar of 
April 30th, 1886 :-— 

Tariff of import duties in Zanzibar. 

All goods and merchandise, of whatever description, imported 
by sea from foreign countries, and landed at any port in the 
islands or on the coast of the mainland of Africa within the 
dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, 5 per cent. ad valorem ; 
spirits or spirituous liquors of all kinds, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The following are exempted from payment of import duty :— 

(1) All goods and merchandise which, being destined for a 
foreign port, are transhipped from one vessel to another in 
any of the ports at Zanzibar, or which have been 
provisionally landed and deposited in any of the Zanzibar 
custom houses to await the arrival of a vessel in which 
to be reshipped abroad. 

(2) All goods and merchandise which have been inadvertently 
landed in a Zanzibar port, provided that such goods and 
merchandise are reshipped on board of the same vessel 
and therein are transported abroad. 

(3) Coals, naval provisions, stores and fittings, the property of 
H.M. Government, landed for the use of the ships of 
H.M. navy. 

(4) All goods and merchandise transhipped or landed for the 
repair of damage caused by stress of weather or other 
disasters at sea. 

(5) Machines and implements for agricultural purposes, also 
all materials destined for the construction and main- 
teriance of roads, tramways or railroads, and generally all 
means of conveyance certified by the attestation of a 
British Consular officer resident in Zanzibar dominions to 
be destined for countries inland and west of Zanzibar 
dominions. 

The Consul-General at Zanzibar, in a further telegram to the 
Foreign Office, points out that while the new regulations imposing 
import duties in that port exempt from the new duties merchandise 
that was actually at sea before the 15th September last, nothing 
has been done to meet the case of contracts for delivery of goods so 
worded that the importers will not be able to add the new duties 
to the contract prices. H.M. Consul proposed to adopt provisions 
similar to those of section 10 of the Indian Tariff Act of 1894. 
That section allowed the importer to add the amount of the duty to 
the contract price, and to sue for and recover such amount from 
the buyer. 
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The Government of Zanzibar and the foreign representatives are 
stated to have agreed to apply to their respective subjects the 
measure proposed. 

[Section 10 of the Indian Tariff Act of 1894 referred to reads as 
follows :-— 

In the event of any duty of customs or excise on any article 
being imposed, increased, decreased, or remitted after the making 
of any contract for the sale of such article without stipulation as to 
the payment of duty where duty was not chargeable at the time of 
the making of the contract or for the sale of such article duty-paid 
where duty was chargeable at that time. 

(a) If such imposition or increase so takes effect that the duty 
or increased duty, as the case may be, is paid, the seller may add 
so much to the contract-price as will be equivalent to the duty or 
increase of duty, and he shall be entitled to be paid and to sue 
for and recover such addition, and 

(b) If such decrease or remission so takes effect that the 
decreased duty only or no duty, as the case may be, is paid, the 
purchaser may deduct so much from the contract price as will. be 
equivalent to the decrease of duty, or remitted duty, and he shall 
not be liable to pay or be sued for in respect of such deduction. | 
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XIX—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF SIERRA LEONE. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the customs tariff of 


Sierra Leone, which has been in force since 1st May last. 


The following table shows the rate of import duties leviable on 
goods imported into the colony under the tariff in question :— 


Rates of 
Articles. Duty 
& 8s. d, 
Ale, beer or porter, in barrels... +. per gallon 0 
»  inbottles... per doz. reputed or imp pt. bots.) 0 0 6 
per doz. reputed or imp. qts.| 0 1 0 
Bread, " otherwise known as biscuits, i in barrels— 
For every 50 lbs. or fractional part thereof} 0 0 3 
Cartridges (ball) for rifles... a Om per 100 050 
revolvers oe per 100 0 2 6 
Cigars and cigarettes - per lb. 020 
Flour, in barrels or half-barrels ... for every 50 Ibs. or fractional part} 0 0 8 
in other packages ... ad valorem | 10 percent. 
Gunpowder ... ‘per barrel of 100 lbs.|} 6 0 
.Guns— 
Breech-loading, single or double barrelled each ® 
Breech-loading rifles ... 10.90 
Muzzle-loading rifles ... 010 0 
Hardware of all ove per cwt. 0 3 0 
bee on ove ove per 1,000 ft. 08 0 
Kerosine, rock, Burmah, or Rangoon oil, or oil made- 
from petroleum, coal, schist, shale peat, or other 
bituminous substance, or from any of the products 
of petroleum or of any of the above-mentioned 
sos one old wine gall.} 0 0 
Revolvers... ove each 010 0 
Salt ... ooo +. per ton 0 8 
Spirits— 
Spirits and strong waters of which the degree of 
strength can be ascertained by Sykes’ hydrometer 
(Gi) Where the spirit is of less than proof strength by 
such hydrometer  ... per imp. gal’. 03 
os so in tegen gulien. for any greater or ‘Tess quantity than 
Gi) Where the spirit is of proof or of any greater , 
strength by such hydrometer _ ... per proof gall.;} 0 3 0 
(and so in proportion for any greater strength of ‘proof and 
for any greater or less quantity than a gallon.) 
Spirits, being sweetened or mixed, so that the degree 
of strength cannot be ascertained -. per imp. gall. 03 0 
Spirits or strong waters, such as naphtha in its 
crude state, methylated spirit and perfumed 
waters, which are totally unfit for use as a 
potable spirit @d valorem | 10 percent. 
Spirits unenumerated.. ee one ae .. per imp. gall. 0 0 
Sugar— 
Refined ... ove ove ose eee per cwt. 0 7 6 
Sword blades ose eee each 05 0 
Tobacco— 
Manufactured of all kinds ... . perib, 0 2 0 
Unmanufactured eee 00 4 
Wine— 
Claret ... ose ooo one per gall. 
All other nee 
All other articles not specially | mentioned and not 
included in the tab'e of exemptions = ad valorem | 10 percent. 
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Table of Exemptions. 

Articles of every description for the use of the Colonial Govern- 
ment, or for the use of the governor or officer administering the 
Government. 

Agricultural and gardening implements and tools. 

Bibles, bulbs and roots, bullion. 

Books, stationery, and ‘school apparatus generally, hee the use of 
educational establishments; certified by the head of the estab- 
lishment that such articles are solely intended for educational 
purposes. 

Coal, coin, coke; official goods imported for the use of consulates. 

Fish (fresh) not preserved in any way; fruits of all kinds not 
in sugar or syrup or otherwise preserved. 

Fuel (patent). 

Game. 

Machinery for agricultura! and industrial purposes; meat (fresh) 
of all kinds not preserved in any way. 

Onions. 

Packages in which goods are ordinarily imported. 

Passenger’ s baggage consisting of wearing apparel and personal 
effects such as jewellery, brushes and combs intended for the 
personal use of such passenger, but not spirits, wines, liqueurs, 
tobacco, provisions, scent and other articles included in his baggage. 
Provided always that duty shall not be charged on any spirits or 
scent not exceeding one bottle of each, or on any cigars or 
cigarettes not exceeding 100 of each, or any tobacco not exceeding 
one pound in weigbt, included in passenger's baggage. 

Potatoes, poultry. 

Seeds of all kinds, shrubs and trees imported for planting ; 
specimens of natural history, mineralogy or botany. 

Telegraph materials: all bond jide telegraph materials landed 
for the use of the African Direct Telegraph Company ; turtles. 

West African produce. 

War Department and Admiralty: articles of every description 
for the use of Her Majesty’s Army and Navy. 

All non-consumable articles such as furniture, plate, glass, or 
cutlery, for the sole use of any mess or canteen belonging to 
officers or sergeants of Her Majesty’s Army when certified by the 
officer commanding the corps having such mess or canteen, and 
such certificate is “countersigned by the officer commanding the 
troops that the same are imported solely for the use of any such 
mess or canteen, and that they or any of them will not be sold or 
applied for any other purpose save as hereinbefore provided. 

Arms, accoutrements, and uniform, the property of officers of 
Her Majesty’s Army or Navy, imported by such officers for their 
use on duty a3 such officers, and because and according as required 
by the regulations of their respective services. 

Articles of every description imported for the sole use of any 
mess or officer or any of the crew of any of the ships of Her Majesty’s 
Squadron on the Coast of Africa, upon proof being made to the 
satisfaction of the Governor that the same are bond fide imported 
for the scle use of any such mess, officer, or crew. 
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XX.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CYPRUS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the new Customs 
Tariff of Cyprus which came into force on the 20th August last. 
The following table shows the rates of import duty leviable on 
goods imported into Cyprus under the tariff in question :— 


Specific Duties. 
Articles. Duty. 
Arms, ammunition and explosives, viz :— & 8. cp. 
Guns and pistols not exceeding in value £2 --. the barrel 010 0 
Guns and pistols exceeding in value £2 but not 
exceeding in value £4 oa ase ve ese each. 100 
Shot... the oke. 0 0 02 
Gunpowder 00 8 
Blasting powder, blasting compound, dynamite 
gun cotton and fuze... ove 00 6 
Bacon and ham 00 2 
Beans and peas of all kinds, Yoasted or otherwise +s. per100okes | O 2 4% 
Beer, ale, porter, and all other malt liquors in wood ..._ the gallon 00 13 
Beer, ale, porter, and all other malt liquors in bottle, 
the dozen reputed quart bottles, and so in proportion 0 0 44 
Biscuits— 
In bulk ... the oke 0 0 
In tins ... «the reputedlb.| 0 0 0% 
Botargo see the oke 00 4 
Butter, including butterine or any substance imported 
for mixing with or for use as butter, but excluding 
butter intins ... ooo eco 
Cards, playing ose oon "the dozen packs; 0 1 0 
viar— 
Black... See the oke 0 0 63 
Red (tarama) ... «. the 100 o0kes | 0 4 4 
Cement, known as Portland, “the barrel of 150 okes and 
so in proportion = ove ove 010 
Cement, other, the barrel of 150 okes 00 6 
Cheese— 
Kachkaval, touloum and other similar qualities ... the oke. 0 0 Of 


Other, that is to say, Gruyére, Dutch, Cheddar, 
Cheshire, Stilton, Gorgonzola, Parmezan, Roque- 


fort, Brie, &c., and their imitations nk oes ” 00 14 
Cocoa, chicory, coffee, roast or ground nde 00 2 
Coffee, ra ei is ... the 100 okes | 016 0 
Copper ~ bottoms, bars and nails Son 012 0 
Cordage, rope and twine ... the oke 001 
Cotton lamp-wick ... the 100 okes | 017 0 
Cotton yarns and thread, viz— 

Single unbleached Nos. 4tol4 011 0 
Nos. 16to 24 ... oe ” 012 7 
Twisted Nos. 4 to 14 rea 015 0 
Nos. 16 to 32__... oss eee ” 017 3 

», of two or more threads known as Tireh ... me 018 44 
0 0 
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Articles. Duty. 
cp. 
Cotton piece goods— 
Grey or unbleached (Kassarsiz), cotton sheetings, 
linings, drills, T. cloths, domestics, known as 
American bezi, dimi, bezi, Tcharshafliq and 
Asdarliq the 100 okes | 013 1 
Cotton piece goods— 
White or bleached (Kassarli), cotton sheetings, 
drills, T. cloths, domestics, known as American 
bezi, Tcharshafliq, Dimi... 016.8: 
Shirtings and Madapolams, highly dressed and 
finished with stiffening material . rn 014 7 
Shirtings and Madapolams not dressed or finished 
with stiffening material, or but slightly so dressed pi L, 2 @ 

Muslins known as Kaba Tulbent, — and Tenzif “ 1. 6.,.% 
Fish dried, salted or pickled ass ove nt 040 
Fruit, viz.— 

Nuts of all sorts ove the oke 0 0 OF 

Olives ... ove ove 0 0 Of 

Dates and almonds... 0 0 0} 

Fruits bottled or in tins or jars, the > dos. Teputed ; 

pints and so in proportion .. < 00 42 

Not otherwise specified ove the oke 0 0 0} 
Glass— 

Common window glass of natural colour, in sheets 

imported in cases not exceeding in weight 40 
okes net the case 0 1.6 

Glass bottles of the reputed capacity ‘of 1000 drams the hundred | 0 2 0 

Glass bottles of the reputed capacity of 500 drams ™ Oy 2.0 

Glass bottles of the reputed capacity of 300 drams ” 00 6 

Glass bottles of the reputed capacity of 200 drams me 00 4 

Glass demijohns of the reputed content of 20 okes 

and so in proportion ove ses each 00 1% 
Gum mastic ... eve ove eee the oke 00 5 
Gum bark ... ese 00 8 
Hides and skins, raw— 
» buffaloes, fresh... ove 00 63 
a exceeding in weight 15 okes ... ” a ae 
” ” not exceeding ,, 15 okes... 0.1.8 
Of oxen exceeding in st 3 okes dry or 6 okes 
fresh. ... 0 0 43 
Of oxen not exceeding in weight 3 3 okes dry or 6 
okes fresh... eee 0.2, 2 

Of goatsand sheep... one 00 2 
Indigo the oke 
bars, joists, rods, plates, sheets and. bundles the ton 013 43 

oon tee ee the 100 okes | 0 2 2 
» piping, wrought ove 02 2 
Jams and jellies. oie ...the doz. reputed lbs, and so in proportion} 0 0 43 
Lead sheets and piping... oe one the oke 0 0 OF 
Leather— 

Sole leather... ene one coe 0.0 1% 
Logwood ove eee the 100 okes | 0 1 7 
Maccaroni and. vermicelli ... see see ate 05 0 
Matches— 

For every gross of boxes containing in each box not 

more than 100 matches 0 0.1} 

And so on for each gross of boxes, for each addi- 

tional 100 matches or part thereof ove 0° 0 1} 
Mineral and aérated waters ove the doz. reputed pint bottles! 0 0 3 
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Articles. Duty. 
Oils in bulk :-— & 8. cp. 
Olive cil von the 1l00okes} 0 6 2 
Other oils 20 0 
Paints and colours (except. artists’ colours) 04 4 
Petroleum :— 
In cases not exceeding 25 okes each net weight ... the case ie Ge 
In cases exceeding 25 okes each net weight, and in | 
barrels ote ose the gallon 001 
Sal-ammoniac ... the 1000kes | 0 7 0 
Salt, refined, for table use. the oke 00 2 
Silk thread ... 08 6 
Soap, perfumed and toilet. 0021 
Spices, viz. :— 
Cassia Lignea = 0 0 O}§ 
Cloves ... ove ose oe ove 0 0 
Ginger, whole ... 0 0 0% 
Pepper, whole ... ses ” 0 0 
Not otherwise specified 0 0 Of 
Spirits of all sorts, spirituous compounds, liqueurs and 
cordials.. the gallon 0 6 0 


Spirit imported in the Island of Cyprus mixed with 
any ingredient, and although thereby coming under 
some other designation shall nevertheless be deemed 
to be mn and be subject to aha as such .. 


Starch mich ... the 100 0kes | 0 4 4 
Tiles ... ... the thousand! 0 5 5 
Tin bars and ingots .. the 100 okes | 1 0 0 
Tin plates 0 3 0 
0 0 


Tobacco, (except ‘tumbeki) : the oke 
known as tumbeki or 
Persian tobacco, i in addition to the duty imposed under 


section 11 of “ The Tobacco Law of 1897.” ... «. the oke 0 1 3f 
Tobacco, manufactured and including 
and enuff) .. 03 0 
Tobacco, manufactured, cigars . the hundred 0 2 
Wax, viz. : 
Beeswax Se the 1000kes} 1 0 0 
Waste of beeswax cos 0 2 4% 
Wines in bottle : 
Sparkling the gallon 04 0 
All other wines in bottle ies 03 0 
. the 100 0okes| 0 5 


* Reduced to 5s. 3c.p. from October Ist, 1899. 


5s. 8¢c.p. 
In addition to the duty of Is. "Be. p. per oke, a duty of 3c.p. per oke is charged 
to encourage tobacco culture (Act of 1897). 


Oct. 1899. ] NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CYPRUS. 449 


For every 
Articles, £100 value. 
Ad valorem DUTIES. - 
Arms, ammunition and explosives :— £& 
Guns and pistols exceeding in value £4 “ns Jaa ooo net 25 
Side arms, Gun stocks and Gun locks af 25 
Cartridges, Cartridge cases, Percussion caps ‘and Fireworks ond 20 
Brass manufactures ... Ags ose ove ose 10 
Cigarette paper, cut or uncut 10 
Cotton yarn and thread not specified i in Schedule I... ove ae 10 
Cotton manufactures not specified in Schedule I. eee ose and 10 
Earthenware and china _..., oss ose 10 
Glass manufactures not specified i in Schedule I. . 10 
Haberdashery and Millinery eee eee 10 
Hemp manufactures .. ooo 10 
Hides and skins not specified i in Schedule I... 10 
Iron and steel manufactures ose ose 10 
Jewellery and clocks and watches.. ons ae ae 10 
Leather unmanufactured not specified i in Schedule I. ... 10 
Leather manufactured, including boots and shoes, saddtery, gloves 
and all other articles manufactured of leather * 10 
Linen yarn ... ove see eee ove 10 
Linen manufactures .. ee 10 
Musical instruments and their parts, accessories and appliances oad 10 
Perfumery and perfumed spirits, cosmetics, hair oil, hair dyes and 
wash, pearl white and red pomades and powders... 20 
Provisions, tinned, bottled, smoked, dried, preserved, ‘pickled or in 
fancy boxes or receptacles, not specified in Schedule I, oso eee 10 
Silk manufactures... ooo ove ove 10 
Silver manufactures ... ooo ove 10 
Straw manufactures . 10 
Timber and wood and manufactures of wood of all sorts and ‘firewood 10 
Zinc manufactures... 10 
Goods, wares and merchandize not otherwise charged with duty ni nor 
exempted from duty and not prohibited to be imported... ° 8 
Exemptions. 


1. All goods imported for the Government of Cyprus to be used 
in the public service and duly certified as so imported by the 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

2. All military stores imported by Her Majesty’s War Depart- 
ment and duly certified as such by the officer to whom they are 
consigned. 

3. All goods imported for the use of the High Commissioner 
and duly certified by the High Commissioner-to be so imported, 
and if any article or thing on which duty has been paid at the 
time of importation be subsequently supplied for the use of the 
High Commissioner, the amount of the duty on the article or thing 
so supplied shall be repaid out of the Treasury on the order of the 
High Commissioner. 

4, All articles of military equipment imported by and for the 
use of any officer of Her Majesty’s land forces. 

5. Goods and stores of every description supplied under contract 

c 
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with Her Majesty’s War Department for the public use of Her 
Majesty's land forces, duly certified as such by the principal 
commissariat officer, such certificate to be countersigned by the 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

6. Uniforms of public officers and professional robes of legal 
or judicial officers in the employment of Her Majesty’s Government, 
provided that such uniforms or robes are introduced for the 
personal use only of such officers and have been duly authorised. 

7. Professional robes of advocates entitled to practise in Cyprus. 

8. Authorised uniforms of foreign consuls and consular officers 
and national flags imported for their use. 

Authorised uniforms of any foreign government to be worn by 
persons entitled to wear them. 

Government. medals and decorations to be worn by persons 
resident in Cyprus. ~ 

9. Fire-arms for the personal use of officers of Her Majesty’s 
naval and military forces. 

10. Paving stones imported by municipal councils in the island 
to be used for the paving of streets within the municipal limits, 
and duly certified as so imported by the president and cashier of 
any municipal council. 

11. Street lamps and their fittings imported by municipal 
councils in the island to be used in the lighting of streets within 
the municipal limits, and duly certified as so imported by the 
president and the cashier of any municipal council. 

12. Casks and vats, and staves and hoops for use in constructing 
casks and vats. 

13. Microscopes and all microscopical and other apparatus or 
appliances for purposes of scientific investigation and research. 

14. Gymnastic apparatus, mathematical and generally all other 
instruments used in schools for educational purposes, which are 
imported for the use of schools. 

15. Animals and live stock, atlases and maps, anchors and 
chains (ships’), bark, boats, charcoal, church furniture, and articles 
intended to be used in the building and fitting up of churches 
and mosques and vestments and other articles necessarily used 
for religious services and certified to be so intended or used, 
as the case may be, by the proper ecclesiastical authority, 
coals, empty casks and sacks, fresh fish, gold bullion and specie, 
ice, lime, medicines and medical appliances, pitch and tar, 
printed books, sawdust, silk worms’ eggs, sponges taken by 
licensed boats, stationery, printing paper, whether white or 
coloured, printing ink, printers’ type, and printing materials, 
sulphur, wheat, barley, ‘oats, vetches, flour, bran, chopped straw, 
cotton seed, fodder for cattle, and all mechanical appliances for 
use in the manufacture and examination of wine; sulphur syringes, 
tomb-stones and memorial tablets, and tools and implements used 
in agriculture and handicrafts. 

16. Machinery and parts of machinery and their fittings, 
connections and gearing. 
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XXI.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Free Importation of Cyanide of Potassium. 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 1st September last, 
the Right Hon. Sir C. 8. Scott, H.M. Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, states that the Russian Department of Customs notifies that 
the Minister of Finance, in agreement with the Minister of Agri- 
culture and Imperial Domains, has sanctioned for the requirements 
of Siberian and Ural gold mining the free importation into Russia 
of cyanide of potassium, on condition that, in each separate case, a 
certificate be obtained from the district mining engineer of the 
Crown, his assistant, or from the mining administration, to be 
presented to the custom house at which the goods are clearable, 
stating that, the cyanide of potassium which has arrived at the 
custom house is really required for the working of gold and is 
imported by a certain person or company to be named. 


Customs Decisions. 


The Russian Department of Customs, under date of the 2/14th 
September, 1899, notifies that paper, constituted of several layers, 
of which the exterior ones are dyed in the mass, shall be dutiable 
under point 4 of section 177 of the Customs Tariff Duty, roubles 
4°95 copecks per poud. 


(lueln'acho Wood Free of Duty. 


The United States Consul General at St. Petersburg states that 
for the purpose of encouraging the leather industry in Russia, the 
Government has decided to place the quebracho tree—found in 
Chile and Mexico—on the free list. 

The principal material for tanning in Russia is willow bark, 
which is collected in the early spring by the peasants before field 
labour begins ; consequently, when the question of duty on tanning 
material is considered the interests of the peasants are involved. 

The willow bark contains but 4 per cent. of tanning, while the 
quebracho tree yields 20 to 24 per cent., and is necessary for the 
preparation of leather of a high grade. Previous to 1882 tanning 
material. was admitted free, but during that year a duty of 23d. 
per 36 lbs. was levied ; this was reduced to 13d. per 36 lbs. in 1896. 
Last year a committee appointed to consider this question decided, 
inasmuch as quebracho wood is not grown in Russia, is a necessity, 
and is only used as a mixture with willow bark and other tanning 
material employed in the leather industry, to admit quebracho 
wood in logs and beams free of duty from and after 15th February, 
1899... 

The loss of duty is estimated at £4,500 annually, and it is 
expected that sum will be more than replaced by the increased 
manufacture of leather. Russia is rich in raw skins, which are 
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being exported to England, Germany, and Finland. ‘These 
countries receive their tanning material free of duty, and export 
leather to Russia. 


GERMANY. 

Certificates of origin for Imports from nations enjoying most- 

avoured-nation treatment. 

With reference to the note on p. 321 of the last issue of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal,’ a memorandum has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. W.S. H. Gastrell, Commercial Attaché 
to H.M. Embassy in Berlin, relating to the recent change in the 
German regulations as to certificates of origin. Mr. Gastrell 
says :—‘“ With regard to the new regulations as to certificates of 
origin in Germany, published on the 7th July last, there seemed 
to be some doubt (as they were issued with special reference to 
former extraordinary steps against Spanish imports, and the 
cessation of the imposed “ surtaxe” (Decree of 1896) ), whether 
they would now apply to imports other than those from Spain. 
On enquiry at the German Foreign Office on this point, I was 
informed that §§1 and 5 would affect British imports: and that 
these regulations applied to Great Britain and all countries receiving 
most-favoured-nation treatment under the recent decision of the 
Bundesrath, which was founded on a specially passed Law in 
the last Session of the Reichstag.” 

The §1 referred to above relates to the suspension of the 
regulations hitherto in force as to the production of certificates of 
origin for goods coming from countries enjoying most-favoured- 
nation treatment, while §5 gives the Custom House officials the 
right to make the application of “treaty rates” dependent upon 
satisfactory proof being furnished that goods have the right to 
enjoy those lower duties, if they are suspicious as to the existence 
of that right. 


Classification of Goods in Customs Tariff and modification in 
Customs’ Regulations. 


Mr. William Ward, H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 8th September last, trans- 
mits translations of twelve different Official Orders published 
during the past few months by the Hamburg Customs Authorities 
concerning Duty-classifications of certain articles, and modifications 
in Customs Regulations referring to other goods imported into 
the German Customs Union. 

The translations are as follows :— 


Duty on Petroleum Cooking Apparatus. 

Petroleum cooking apparatus, consisting of five parts, viz., 
A stand of varnished, ornamental cast iron, weighing less than 
3 kilos., a cup-shaped receptacle for the petroleum of rough 
enamelled cast-iron, a plate, resting upon the former receptacle, of 
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enamelled cast-iron with burners and brass wick regulators, 
a cylindrical body of enamelled plate-iron, with two supports 
screwed on, of varnished ornamental cast-iron weighing each less 
than 3 kg., and also connected with a brass-fitted glass front, and 
lastly a grid of cast-iron with rings and polished lead coating. 
As the pieces described are neither fastened firmly together nor 
are intended to be so fastened, the cooking apparatus has not to 
pay duty as a composite object, but according to the special nature 
of its component parts. Consequently, upon the oil receptacle 
and, on account of its lead coating, upon the grid, the duty is 
chargeable of 10 marks (Tariff No. 6e 2 B), ml upon the other 
portions, consisting partly of light ornamented cast-iron work, and 
partly of work, made chiefly of either cast-iron or of brass, a 
duty of 24 marks (Tariff No. 6e 3A). (Order of 30th May, 1899.) 


Treatment of sawn, and subsequently cut, wooden railway sleepers. 


Wooden railway sleepers which have been originally sawed 
longitudinally but, in order to deprive them of the character of 
sawn goods, have been subsequently worked upon with the axe, 
though leaving more or less extensive marks of having been sawn, 
are to be charged duty on gross weight according to No. 13, C. 3 
of the tariff, viz., 1 mark per 100 kilos., or 6 marks 1 cubic meter 
(or by conventional tariff of 0°80 marks 100 kilos., or 4°80 marks 
1 cubic meter). (Order of 10th June, 1899.) 


Duty upon strips of brass plate. 

Strips of non-plated sheet-brass, which have been cut off from 
larger sheets of brass, and are imported in pieces of 120 centi- 
metres length and 7} centimetres breadth, and which, after being 
cut up into small pieces, are intended to be used for making 
screw-nuts, since they cannot be regarded as sheet-metal obviously 
prepared for fixed purposes in the sense of Note 2 to “ sheet-metal,” 
p- 142, of the official list, are dutiable as sheet-metal made of 
brass according to tariff No. 19b, at a rate of 12 marks tl 100 
kilos. (Order of 20th June, 1899.) 


Tare rates for Tea in chests. 

The reduced tare rate of 21 per cent., laid down by the Federa- 
tion of 9th July, 1896, for tea in chests of soft rough wood lined 
with tinfoil, is in future only to be applied to chests actually lined 
with tin foil, but not to chests lined with lead or with tin-plated 
lead. The latter chests pay the general tare rate of 23 per cent. 
for tea in chests. (Order of 27th June, 1899.) ws 


Duty on “ Asbestos Paint.” 

Under the designation ‘“ Asbestos Paint,” a colour sanioatilais 
has been frequently introduced from the United Kingdom across 
the Hamburg Customs frontier, which is used in electro technical 
establishments for rendering by impregnation the cotton covering 
of the wires conveying the electric current incombustible. Accord~ 
ing to the chemical analysis, this preparation is composed of about — 
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19 per cent. water, 15 per cent. linseed oil; and 66 per cent. 
inorganic substances (principally oxide of lead and oxide of zinc), 
and contains no asbestos whatever. The preparation is conse- 
quently dutiable as “ painters’ colours ” according to No. 5a 2, at 
200 marks per 100 kilos. (Order of 14th July; 1899.) 


_ Duty upon moulded, non-transparent Stained Glass in plates. 


Under the description “artificial marble,” a. kind of glass in 
moulded plates is frequently imported from Holland and Belgium, 
coloured in bulk, quite opaque, and polished upon one side, which 
is used for table-slabs, grave-slabs, and sign boards, and for similar 
purposes. ‘The lack of transparency has frequently been the cause 
of this glass being treated as not comprised under the tariff 
numbers 10a, d, and e, and of levying a duty on the same of 
marks 15, under No. 10f. This classification, however, appears to 
be incorrect, because No. 10d, 2, not only con:prises window and 
looking glass, but also plate glass of other kinds, in particular all 
coloured glass, without distinction, whether transparent or not.. 
The duty must therefore be levied according to the last mentioned 
tariff number, viz., at the rate of 24 marks ~_ per 100 kilos. 
(Order of 20th J uly, 1899.) 


_ Official distinction between close and open Tissues. 


In the regulation regarding the customs distinction between 
close and open tissues (Note C. to No. 1 of the article “ textile 
fabrics,” pages 503, 504, of the Official List of Articles) appears an 
inaccuracy inasmuch as, according to the second sentence of the 
note referring to the distinction to be made in cases of doubt, the 
proportion between the thickness of one warp thread, and one 
weft thread and the breadth of space between every two warp and 
every two weft threads, is to be deemed the deciding points. 
whereas, according to the third sentence, it would seem that the 
space only between every two warp or weft threads is to be taken 
into <¢:ount. 

According to the intention and to the history of the regulations, 
the wording of the second sentence is the correct one. Only those 
tissues are therefore to be regarded as open in which, on the one 
hand, the space between every two warp threads is equal to as 
much as, or more than, the thickness of one of these warp threads ; 
and on the other hand, in which the space between every two 
weft threads is equal to as much as or more than the thickness of 
one of these weft threads. If either of these two conditions is not 
fulfilled the tissues are to be regarded as close. (Order of 22nd 
July, 1899.) 


Duty on Reserve Blades for Mowing Machines. 

According to a circular-order issued by the Hamburg Director- 
General of Customs, of 11th February, 1899, cutting apparatus 
used by mowing machines, which consist of a number of triangular, 
sharp steel blades, riveted on to iron beams,. and when set: into 
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rapid alternating motion, cut the hub stems, are, both in view of 
their construction and of the work done by them, to be regarded 
as ‘‘ machine knives,” in the sense of the official merchandise list. 
Inasmuch as under article “ machine knives,” p. 286, the blades 
for mowing machines are expressly mentioned as being dutiable 
under other tariff numbers (for instance under No. 15b 2) the 
treatment accorded under the conditions otherwise applicable to 
machine knives as parts of machinery, can only be granted in each 
case to as many blades as are absolutely required for the due 
construction of one mowing machine; and not to reserve blades. 
The latter are, in accordance with the provision laid down in the 
tariff under “machine knives” (6e, 2 V) to be charged duty at 
the rate of 15 marks per 100 kilos. (Order of April, 1899). 


Duty on ‘* Maggi’s Soup Flavouring Essence. 

Circular-order of the Hamburg Director-General of Customs 
dated 16th March, 1899, provides that the soup flavouring essences 
imported from Switzerland by the firm of Maggi, under the 
designation aux fines herbes and ewtractum jpurum, which 
besides ordinary salt and meat extract, contain chiefly extracts 
from aromatic kitchen herbs (e.g. celery), shall pay a duty of 
60 marks per 100 kilos, in accordance with the rule laid down on 
p- 106 of the official goods list concerning “ non-alcoholic essences 
which are employed for flavouring articles of food,” under No. 25 
p- 1, of the German Customs tariff. (Order of 16th March, 1899.) 


Import duty on stair carpet lining of Felt. 

Felt stair carpet linings, neither coloured nor printed, mariufac- 
tured from rough animal hair mixed with machine fungus in small 
particles, in such a way that each smaller and each larger layer of 
felt is fastened together at the sides by broad strips of cotton glued 
on to the same, bent over at the side where the carpet is laid over 
the sharp edge of the stairs, are to pay duty as “‘ Non-printed felt 
goods,” according to No. 41 d of the German Customs tariff, viz., 
100 marks (or 51.) per 100 kilos. (Order of 20th March, 1899.) 


Mode of ascertaining weight of Goods imported in bulk by water. 

According to Section 11a of the “ Instructions for applying the 
Laws of the Customs Union,” and according’ to Section 23 iii. of 
the “ Railway Customs Regulations,” the dutiable weight of bulky 
goods may, under certain conditions, be ascertained by weighing 
the same on the railway weighing-tables, in so far as these bulky 
goods are imported as whole waggon loads. According to an order 
of the Hamburg Director-General of Customs dated 12th April, 
1899, this modified procedure may in future be also applied to such 
bulky goods when they are imported by water carriage from 
foreign countries under Customs control, and are subsequently 
transferred to railway waggons. (Order of April, 1899.)) =~ 


Rate of duty payable by * Rizine” (rice flakes). ; 
According to an order of the Hamburg Director-General of 
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Customs, dated 18th April, 1899, the Commission of the Senate 
for Customs Affairs has adopted the view, viz., that ‘“ Rizine,” or 
rice flakes, a product manufactured from hulled rice by steaming 
the rice and then pressing the same into small horn transparent 
plates, can no longer be considered as a substitute for sago, and 
that accordingly the same shall pay a duty of 12 marks 50 pfgs. 
per 100 kilos., under No. 25q, la of the Customs tariff. (Order 
of 18th April, 1899.) 


Spain. 
Duties on Wheat and Wheaten Flour. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy and translation of a Spanish Royal Order, dated 28th Sep- 
tember last, re-establishing the duties of eight pesetas, and thirteen 
pesetas twenty centimes, per hundred kilogrammes, respectively, 
upon all wheat and wheaten flour imported into the Peninsula, the 
Balearic, and the Canary Islands, after 12 o’clock on the 30th 
September last. 


RouManla. 
Quay Dues. 

A despatch, dated 14th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Bucharest, enclosing a 
French translation of the new regulations for the application of 
the laws concerning the levying of quay dues in Roumania, as 
promulgated in the “ Official Moniteur ” of the 12th September last. 

This newly-established regulation is of considerable importance, 
as clearly defining the cases in which quay dues are leviable at 
Roumanian ports, instances having occurred there from time to 
time of British and other vessels trying to evade this tax by 
not making actual use of the quays, even when it was possible 
for them to do so, by discharging at the river banks, where no 
“revetement ” existed. 

The case of a vessel unloading in midstream by means of schleps 
is not mentioned, but it would seem to be inferred from past 
custom that in such cases the tax would be waived. 

The above regulation, in French, may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


RoumManiA—NETHERLANDS, 
Treaty of Commerce. 

A despatch, dated 16th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Bucharest, enclosing copy 
and French translation of the Commercial Convention between 
Roumania and Holland, which was signed at the Hague on the 
15th March last. 
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The above Convention is similar to those concluded with other 
European States, excepting that it contains two new articles, 
namely Article 4 which stipulates for the extension of the most- 
favoured-nation treatment to the Dutch Colonies, and Article 6 
which provides for arbitration in case of any difference of opinion 
as to the interpretation, application, or execution of the Treaty. 

When an agreement cannot be arrived at after friendly discus- 
sion, the points in dispute are to be referred to the decision of a 
Commission composed of three Arbitrators, of whom each of the 
contracting Powers selects one, the two so selected to nominate the 
third. In case the latter cannot agree, the third arbitrator or 
umpire will be appointed by a third State chosen by the two con- 
tracting Powers. 

The above Convention has been voted by the Senate and 
Chamber of Representatives, and will shortly be ratified by the 
respective Governments. 


UNITED 
Duties on sugars from Austria-Hungary. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of an order of the Treasury Department of the United States 
containing instructions to the collector of customs at New York 
as follows :— 

“The Department being informed that sugars produced in 
Austria-Hungary during the sugar account year 1898-99 (from 
Ist September to 3lst August) will earn bounties considerably 
less than those ascertained for the year 1897-98, and proclaimed 
in Circular 199, of 12th December, 1898. You are hereby 
authorised to suspend the liquidation of entries covering sugars 
produced in that country until the next ascertainment and pro- 
clamation under the provisions of section 5 of the act of 24th July, 
1897. 

The duties on such entries will be estimated on the basis of the 
bounties specified in said Circular 199, and will be liquidated as 
to sugars which may be shown by satisfactory evidence to have’ 
been produced in Austria-Hungary after 3lst Augnst, 1898, on 
the basis of the bounties to be proclaimed hereafter. 

Customs Decisions. 

The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs Laws of 
the United States, have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country :— 

Tapioca flour is dutiable as a preparation for use as starch at the 
rate of 14 cents per pound under paragraph 285, Act of 1897. 

Moulded statuary, comprising single figures, groups “in the 
round,” or insulated, also groups of figures and other objects in 
relief, known as “Stations of the Cross,” moulded of earthy or 
mineral substances known as “ carton pierre,” “ carton romain,” 
“stone composition,” and terra cotta, painted and decorated, and 
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known as “chureh statuary,” is dutiable according to component 
material, whether imported for sale or for the use of religious or 
educational institutions, and is not exempt from duty under the 
provisions of paragraph 649, Act of 24th July, 1897, for “specimens 
or casts of sculpture.” 

Date seeds.—Seed of the date palm held not to be palm nuts, 
but seed not otherwise provided for under. paragraph 254 30 per. 
cent. ad valorem. 

Peat moss.—The new provisions in the Tariff Act of 1897 is not 
confined to peat moss for bedding horses, but covers peat-moss fibre 
for mattresses. 

Felt carpeting imported in pieces or rolls is dutiable as felts not 
woven under paragraph 370, Act of 24th July, 1897, at the rate of 
44 cents. per pound and 60 per cent. ad valorem. 

- Wire.—Polished round wire valued at over 4 cents is dutiable at 
40 per cent., and not at 45 per cent., under the provision for wires 
not specially provided for. 

Enamel white.—Aspinall’s enamel white is dutiable, not as a 
varnish but as paint mixed with other solutions than oil, at 30 per 
cent. under paragraph 58, Act of 24th July, 1897. 

Fish in tins—Pickled herrings in tins are dutiable as fish in 
tins under paragraph 258, Act of July, 1897, and not as pickled 
herrings under paragraph 260. 

Fish in kegs.—Spiced herrings in kegs are dutiable at one-half 
cent. per pound, as pickled herrings under paragraph 260, Act 
of 1897. 

Diamond dies or draws.—Diamond draw plates are dutiable as 
“ precious stones, set,” rough diamonds, drilled but not set, are 
aphehle at_ 10 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 435, Act 

Hats and bonnets trimmed.—(1} Hats, bonnets, and hoods, the 
bodies of which are composed wholly either of straw, chip, grass, 
palm leaf, willow, osier, or rattan, or of which a combination of 
these substances, or any of them, is the component material of 
chief value, are, if trimmed, dutiable at 50 per cent. ad valorem, 
under paragraph 409, Act of 24th July, 1897, irrespective of the 
value of the trimming, as compared with the value of the article 
without the trimming. (2) Hats, bonnets, and hoods, of which 
other substances than straw, chip, grass, palm leaf, willow, osier, 
or rattan, are the component materials of chief value, whether 
trimmed or not, are dutiable under the appropriate provisions for 
wearing apparel according to their component material. 

Glass ornaments for Christmas trees.—Thin glass balls, used as 
ornaments for Christmas trees, are dutiable as manufactures of 
glass at 45 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 112, Act of 1897. 


Unitep SraTes—Cvsa. 
Shipping and Customs Receipts in 1899. 
_ According to a recent bulletin of the Bureau of the American 
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Republics, the total Customs’ receipts at the several ports of Cuba 
during the six months ended 30th June, 1899, amounted to 
1,475,8691. Of this amount 1,297,312/. were derived from import 
duties ; 81,0001. from export duties ; 3,024/. from capitation taxes ; 
15,6041, from harbour improvement taxes; 1,220]. from coastwise 
tonnage taxes; 47,7461. from. foreign tonnage taxes; 29,1861. 
from other sources. The number of vessels coastwise and foreign 
that entered and cleared the ports of Cuba for the first six months 
of 1899 was as follows: Total number of coastwise vessels entered, 
4,527 ; total of foreign entered, 2,228 ; total of coastwise tonnage 
entered, 729,988 tons ; total of foreign tonnage entered, 2,477,340 
tons; total number of coastwise vessels cleared, 4,459; total 
number of foreign vessels cleared, 2,128 ; total of coastwise tonnage 
cleared, 746,558 tons ; total of foreign tonnage cleared, 2,352,668 
tons. 
Additional Port for entry of Cattle for breeding purposes. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a tariff circular published by the War Department at 
Washington, which states that, by direction of the President, 
tariff circular No. 84, dated 4th August, 1899, providing regula- 
tions for the admission into Cuba, free of duty, of graded bulls and 
cows for breeding purposes, is amended by the addition thereto of 
the Port of Santiago as a port of entry for such cattle. 


GUATEMALA. 
Free entry of Flour. 

According to a Government decree issued on 11th August last, 
flour will be admitted free of duty into Guatemala during the 
month of October. The duty on flour imported into Guatemala, 
is 5} centavos per kilogram. (2°204 pounds) and 15 per cent. 
additional duty. Thirty per cent. of the duty is payable in gold 
and the balance in silver. 


British INp1a. 
Additional Duties on Sugar from Germany. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Customs circular (No. XIII. of 1899) by which the rates 
of additional duty levied on sugar imported ‘nto India from 
Germany are revised as in the following table :— 

Schedule of Revised Rates. 


Additional 
Kinds of sugar. duties 
to be levied. 
Per cut. 
BA 
Raw sugar of at least 90 per cent. polarisa-| 2°40 marks per 100 014 7 
tion. kilograms. 
Refined sugar under 98 per cent., and of at| 2°50 marks per 100 015 ; 


3 
least 90 per cent. polarisation. kilograms. 

Candy and sugar in white, hard loaves,| 3°55 marks per 100 I ¢& 6 
blocks, crystals, &c., of at least 993 per| kilograms. 
cent. polarisation 

All other sugar of at least 98 per cent.| 3 marks per 100 kilo- 120 
polarisation. grams. 
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Schedule of Superseded Rates. 


Additional 


Bounties 
Kinds of sugar. duties to be 
bestowed. 
levied. 
Per cut. 
Re: A. 


Raw sugar of at least 90 per cent. polar-| 2°50 marks per 100 015 3 
isation, and refined sugar under 98 per| kilograms. 
cent. and of at least 90 per cent. polar- 
isation. 


Candy and sugar in white, hard loaves,| 3°55 marks per 100 i 6 0 
blocks, crystals, etc., of at least 99} per; kilograms. 
cent. polarisation. 


All other sugar of at least 98 per cent.| 3 marks per 100 kilo- 120 
polarisation. grams. 


Tariff Modifications. 


By order of the Governor-General in Council, basic slag is 
exempted from duty on importation into British India. 


SreRRA LEONE. 


New Port of Entry. 

The Governor of Sierra Leone in council has appointed Mufari, 
situated on the Great Scarcies River and on the borders of the 
Protectorate, to be a place at which goods may be imported into 
the Protectorate from and after the twenty-first day of August, 
1899. 


British CENTRAL AFRICA. 
Customs Regulations. 

According to a despatch to the Foreign Office dated 19th July 
last, from H.M. Commissioner and Consul-General at Zomba, the 
following list of Customs and Transit Stations is substituted for 
that which appeared in the Schedule of the Customs Regulations, 
1895. Customs stations: Port Herald, *Chiromo, *Chikwaua, 
*Liwonde, *Fort Johnston, *Kota-Kota, *Nkata Bay, Deep Bay, 
*Karonga, Fort Anderson. 


The Stations marked * are also transit stations. 
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XXIT.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
PRODUCTION OF IRON AND STEEL IN Rvssia. 


H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, in a report for 1898, 
states that the quantity of cast-iron, iron and steel, raw, worked 
and finished in every form, supplied by the foreign and native 
manufacturer to the Russian market in 1898, is estimated at 
193,021,000 pouds, or 3,118,242 tons. Taking the population of 
Russia at 126,000,000, as established by the recent census, this 
would represent a consumption only of 55:3 lbs. per head. 

The production of cast-iron in Russia was during the period 
1894-98 as follows :-— . 


Production of Cast-iron 
Year. in Busia, 
Tons. 
1894 ... 1,292,645 
1898 2,194,392 


The production of cast-iron, iron and steel in Russia in 1898 
was carried on at 224 Government and private works, the output 
being as under :— 


At— Cast-iron. Iron. Steel. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
13 Northern work... 25,994 359,091 127,478 
106 Ural works 699,340 248,919 128,995 
46 Trans-Moscow works ... ces 177,678 63,067 112,127 
15 Southern works... abe i 986,911 41,768 573,776 
5 South-western works... 3,004 1,706 
36 Polish works... one | 268,869 63,454 184,197 
3 Siberian works ... a oe 8,691 1,956 3,158 
Works of the Imperial Cabinet ... 1,431 936 16 
Finland works 22,474 10,346 636 


Compared with 1897, the production of cast-iron in Russia in 
1898 showed an increase of 17 per cent. Notwithstanding the 
increased production of cast-iron in Russia, the price for the same 
is abnormally high, standing at present at St. Petersburg at 
88 cp. per poud (5/. 16s. 4d. per ton), and at the iron works in the 
south from 60 to 70 cp. per poud (31. 19s, 4d. to 41. 12s, 6d. 
per ton). While the price of cast-iron has fallen considerably 
in all the European countries in which it is produced, and in the 
United States of America, its price in Russia during the last 
10 years has remained unchanged. The cause for this is 
to be sought in the high rate of customs duty levied on its impor- 
tation (45 cp. per poud, or 2/. 19s. 6d. per ton), and in the insuffi- 
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eiency of the supply of the native product. It is only owing to 
the comparatively low price of cast-iron in England and elsewhere, 
reckoned at a third of that existing in Russia, that the foreign 
article, which has to bear so high a rate of duty and other charges, 
such as freight, &c., can be brought into the country and sold at a 
profit. Native cast-iron being free of customs duty, could be 
profitably sold at about half its present price, but the latter is 
regulated by that of the foreign handicapped material, with the 
result that the native iron smelter derives enormous profits at the 
cost of the consumer at large. It is calculated that in Viatka 
alone the agricultural class of that province pays annually in 
excess about 9,000,000 r. (956,250/.) for iron and its products, 
owing to the enormous protection afforded to the Russian iron 
industry by the customs tariff. (Foreign Office Annual Series, 
No. 2343.) 


THE PRODUCTION OF MOLYBDENITE IN SWEDEN AND Norway. 


A despatch, dated 23rd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H. M. Minister at Stockholm, forwarding copy 
of a despatch received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, 
giving particulars as to the mineral molybdenite, which is found 
in some parts of Sweden. 

The Consul states that the mineral molybdenite is frequently 
found in the country amongst several species of rocks, and with 
iron ore, especially in some of the most important iron ore fields, 
such as Norberg, Bispberg, Riddarhyttan, &c., but that it has been 
worked to hardly any extent. The largest quantities of this 
mineral have been found in the mines at Vestanfors (in the parish 
of Vestanfors, province of Vestmanland), and on an island called 
Ekholm, in Eds Kapell, in the province Norra Calmar. 

A certain Mr. A. E. Fahlerantz, a civil engineer of No. 47, 
Nybrogatan, Stockholm, states that he is the owner of about one 
hundred kilogrammes of molybdenite, which he found about fifteen 
years ago at Vestanfors, the mine above named, containing 42°50 
per cent. of molybdenite, which he offers at two kroner per kilo, 
for thirty days from date. 

A despatch, dated 3rd October, received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, states that it would 
appear that there is at present no mine in Norway where molyb- 
denite is worked. 

The “ Knaben Molybdenite Mine” in Fjotland produced 5,000 
kilogrammes of molybdenite in 1897 with 10 to 18 men employed, 
and it is considered that a larger amount could be obtained by 
increasing the hands, or lengthening the period of yearly work. 
Winter work would, however, be difficult and costly. 

. According to the manager of the mine (which has now ceased 
working), Mr. Vice-Consul Eyde, of Flektefjord, the molybdenite 
was sold in 1896 for two shillings and two pence per kilo, but 
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prices fell in 1897, so that the mine did not pay, which caused the 
stopping of the production of molybdenite. 

The cost of working varied between sixpence halfpenny and one 
shilling and eightpence per kilo, according to the quality of the 
molybdenite and the rent of the mine. 

The Norwegian Government consider that by working on a 
rational plan the mine could have probably produced molybdenite 
at an average price of from sixpence halfpenny to one shilling and 
one penny per kilo of 100 per cent. molybdenite, 


THE NORWEGIAN HERRING FISHERY. 

H.M. Consul at Gothenburg reports that, with regard to the 
deep-sea fishing it may be stated that the fishermen on the Norwe- 
gian coast have of latter years procured several good and fast-sailing 
English fishing smacks, which are much liked ; there is now a con- 
siderable number of these vessels belonging to Norway, and it is 
supposed that the English model will completely replace the Swedish 
craft. As a consequence the deep-sea fishing now extends to 
distant waters. 

Fishing off the Shetland Islands, which on the first occasion 
was tried in 1884 by a Swedish fishing vessel, is growing in 
favour. Since the year 1894 a few vessels have been fishing off 
Iceland. During the last five years the number of vessels engaged 
in deep-sea fishing has increased from 91 to 112 vessels. 

The winter herring fishing commenced on 16th November, when 
a few barrels were caught off the Island of Winga. In the belief 
that the fish had now made its appearance, great activity prevailed 
among the fishermen, who worked hard, but it soon became 
evident that the poor results were in no proportion to the great 
preparations. The fishermen worked in all directions without any 
satisfaction, the appearance of the fish being limited to the 
southern islets, principally at Kalfsund and also in the neighbour- 
hood of Marstrand and Lysekil. x 

Curers have not at all got what they required, and the small 
quantities obtained were readily disposed of; stocks are conse- 
quently out of the question. The greater part of the catch goes 
to the smoking establishments, chiefly in Germany, or fresh fish 
consumers in various places abroad. The profits of the season 
were not satisfactory in comparison to the considerable expenditure. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 2337.) 


ABOLITION OF ToLLs IN HOLLAND. 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 5th September last, 
Sir. H. Howard, H.M. Minister at the Hague, forwards copy 
and translation of a law of 22nd July last, abolishing tolls on 
all state roads and canals in the Netherlands. The law is to 
take effect from the 1st May next, or as soon after as possible 
in cases where existing contracts interfere with the adoption of 
that date. 


| 
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Tue Dantzig Herrinc TRADE. 


H.M. Consul at Dantzig reports that the herring trade in 1898 
on the whole was satisfactory. The stock of herrings which 
remained over at the end of 1897, amounting to 21,255 barrels, 
was increased in the early part of the year 1898 by 500 barrels 
from Scotland, and 3,500 barrels of Yarmouth and Lowestoft fish. 
This was all disposed of at fair prices, particularly during Lent. 
Before the hot weather set in, stocks were all sold. The new catch 
from Scotland reached this market towards the end of July; but 
prices weakened on its becoming known that the catch was a large 
one. 

The price of crownfull brand herrings during the last quarter of 
the year 1898 was from 26s. to 28s. per barrel, as against 43s. to 
to 44s. in the year 1897, and the inferior brands were in propor- 
tion. Stocks at the end of the year were :— 


Year. Quantity. 

Barrels. 
1897... cS ons ove 21,255 
1896... eee ove ove ove 33,550 


The following table shows the total import of cured herrings at 
Dantzig during the years 1898-95 :— 


Quantity. 
Origin. 

18¢8. 1897. 1896. 1895. 

Barrels. | Barrels. | Barrels, Barrels. 

Great Britain ... 177,088 86,955 | 125,250 145,376 
Sweden and Norwa nae 5,153 10,191 11,667 14,141 
Holland 9,049 11,580 87,655 7,583 
Denmark ... vee eee 2,553 771 292 576 
16,349 19,432 12,326 
Other German ports oes 1,182 2,796 59,383 104 
Total, quantity barrels); 213,124 128,642 303,679 180,106 
Total value ... £} 223,800 167,300 246,450 194,800 


(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 2335.) 


OPENINGS FOR BritisH TRADE IN STETTIN. 


H.M. Consul at Stettin, in a report for 1898, states that the 
articles of import from Great Britain to Stettin consist principally 
of raw products, viz., metals, coals, and materials to be used in 
factories near Stettin and the interior. The manufactured articles 
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which are imported are mostly in transit to other countries, 
namely, Austria, Italy, and Central Europe generally. As far as 
can be ascertained, by means of constant inquiries from persons in 
a position to judge, and from observation, British manufactured 
products of every-day use are very seldom met with; Great 
Britain supplies hardly any of the imported necessaries of life 
(with the exception of salted herrings), notwithstanding the fact 
that many British products are much esteemed—for example, 
woollen cloth, hats, hosiery, leather goods, groceries, biscuits, &c. 

With regard to cloth, a statement was recently made by one of 
the leading tailors in Stettin, that he did not recollect ever having 
seen a traveller representing a British cloth manufacturer, but 
that he received all his British cloth from a German wholesale house 
in Berlin, and he added that it would be more satisfactory to deal 
with a firm in England, as there would then be some guarantee as 
to the origin of the material. It may be added that a very large 
proportion of the more expensive cloth is sold as English. These 
remarks apply also to hosiery and hats; the latter are extensively 
sold, and the sale could be increased were the prices slightly 
lowered to suit the demand for a somewhat cheaper article. 

Groceries, such as jams and other preserves, would find pur- 
chasers if they were better known, and biscuits are, as far as can 
be ascertained, not imported from England. 

Candles are expensive and the qualities inferior (as compared 
with England). Should the import duty (18 marks per 100 kilos.) 
not prove prohibitive, British makes should find a ready sale. 

Pickles, with labels in English, but made in the interior of 
Germany, are largely sold. 

A certain farinaceous food made in United States is very exten- 
sively sold in Stettin, also “ corned beef” of various well-known 
American brands. 

American furniture is also exposed for sale. Tae Consul adds: 
“T lately placed a London furniture manufacturer in communica- 
tion with the leading furniture dealers here, but I regret to hear 
that no business has resulted therefrom, although there would 
appear to be an opening for the sale of solid furniture (that made 
here being almost all veneered) as well as for table cutlery, &c., 
and fancy goods for house decoration. 

“The absence of British importing firms doubtless to some 
extent accounts for the scarcity of British products, there being 
naturally a predisposition on the part of the retailer towards 
articles of national origin as compared with foreign productions, 
of which the qualities are not so well known or advertised.” 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 2345.) 


THE GERMAN LEvAanT STEAMSHIP LINE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 


| 
| 


; 
{ 
i 


466 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [Oct. 1899, 


Embassy in Berlin on the present position of the “German Levant 
Steamship Line,” as follows :— 

In view of the combined “ preferential ” export rates which have 
now existed for some years from German towns, over German 
railways, and by the steamers of the German Levant Line it 
will be of interest to mention the present ‘flourishing state of the . 
shipping company, and the views of the German Chambers of 
Commerce on its success in increasing German trade to the Levant. 
On the 6th of September last, the German Levant Line cele- 
brated the tenth year of its existence ; and on that occasion it was 
pointed out what services it had rendered to German commerce to 
the Levant, both in greatly facilitating the then already existing 
means of communication, and in also opening up for the first time 
possibilities of direct trade with new ports in those regions. Its 
fleet at the present time consists of 20 steamers of from 2,000 to 
4,200 tons. In the years 1890-91 only 24 voyages were made, 
whereas in 1898, 61 were made; and this year there have already, 
up to the Ist of September, been 54. During the past year also a 
good passenger traffic was established by the two new steamers 
“ Pera” and “ Stambul,” both fast vessels, by which communica- 
tion with Constantinople has been maintained in voyages of 15 to 
16. days. |In order to form a correct opinion of the usefulness 
of this Levant line, the Prussian Railway Department at Altona 
in December of last year sent out a circular to the German 
Chambers of Commerce asking for their views of the services 
rendered by this Levant traffic, which it will be remembered was 
specially created with the help of combined preferential railway 
rates. The Chambers of Munich, Dresden, and Kolmar, as also 
the Corporation of Berlin Elders, have all testified to the great 
value of this service to the East. The Dresden Chamber especially 
points out how the exceedingly low freights granted enable a much 
lower price to be placed upon the exported goods than would 
otherwise be the case, and how in many cases they first permitted 
goods being exported at all, The Berlin Corporation of Elders 
stated that it was’a fact that wherever the ships of the Levant 
line went, trade had certainly increased. 


Moror Car Exuipirion at BERLIN. 


A despatch, dated 16th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, forwarding a 
memorandum received from Mr. W. S. H. Gastrell, Commercial 
Attaché to H.M. Embassy, relating to the motor car exhibition 
opened at Berlin on the 3rd September last. 

The following is a copy of the memorandum in question :— 

There was opened at Berlin on the 3rd September a motor 
car exhibition, to which some 120 exhibitors have sent contribu- 
tions. The Postmaster-General, Herr von Pobbielski, who opened 
this "Exhibition, remarked that it was the first one of its kind in 
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Germany and that he hoped it would help to develop this still very 
young industry. 

The German exhibitors are numerous, being 81 in all. Foreign 
nations are not very well representel, there being only 19 
altogether, namely, 14 from France, 4 from Belgium, 2 from 
Switzerland, and | from Austria. It is to be noticed that there 
is no representative of any British motor car maker. There are 
140 motor carriages of different kinds to be seen, under 39 of the 
exhibits ; the transport of goods, &c., is represented by 13 exhibits ; 
and there are 26 exhibits of bicycles and tricycles driven by 
motors, and of their accessories. 

There is no doubt that the use of motor cars of every kind is 
greatly on the increase in Germany, and that the making of such 
conveyances is likely to become an important industry in the near 
future. 

A catalogue of the exhibits may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GERMAN SuGaR Law. 

A memorandum has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. 8. W. H. Gastrell, Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at 
Berlin, relating to a recent Decree of the Bundesrath definitely 
determining that certain kinds of pearl castor, and gries sugar 
shall not be excluded from the benefit of the Class “‘B” bounty on 
exportation. 

The text of the memorandum is as follows :— 

On the 31st May last the Bundesrath (Federal Council) of 
the German Empire passed a Decree to the following effect :— 

That the following new Paragraphs should be inserted in sect. 
122 of “The Regulations for carrying out the Sugar Law.” 
Ausfiihrungsbestimmungen zum Zuckersteuergesetz ”) between 
the second and third Paragraphs of the present wording :— 
‘ Orystals, which are known in the trade as pearl castor, or gries 
sugar (that is sugars of a very small grain), and which contain 
993 per cent. of pure sugar, shall not be excluded from the benefit 
of Class ‘B’ for the reason that their crystals, in case they are 
otherwise in conformity with the Law, have small, not transparent 
lumps or lumplets. Whether the sugar in question comes under 
this head must, in case of need, be ascertained by a magnifying 
glass or by the microscope.” The “B” Class of sugar, here 
referred to, will be found in Section 77 of ‘ The Sugar Law,” such 
sugars enjoy a bounty of 3.55 marks per 100 kilos. on export for 
a total quantity of not less than 500 kilos. The object of this 
Decree of the Bundesrath is to definitely determine that pearl 
castor, and gries sugar (i.e., sugar sifted from granulated crystal, 
containing at least 99} per cent. of pure sugar) may also be 
exported at the bounty rate of 3.55 marks, as a diversity of 
opinion on this point had hitherto prevailed:among exporters. 
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New Steamsuie LINE BETWEEN ITALIAN Ports. 


A despatch, dated 7th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Florence, reporting 
that the Italian Steam Navigation Company’s “ Puglia” has inaugu- 
rated a new line of communication every fortnight between Ancona, 
Spalato Ragusa, Cattaro and back occupying nine days. 

The line is subsidised by the Italian Government. 


SumacH TRADE. 

A despatch, dated 14th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, stating that the 
Syndicate or Joint Stock Company for the sumach business, began 
its operations on the Ist August, but these have been limited with 
very little exception to the purchase of sumach leaf and lentisco 
at the following prices, viz.:—lire 17.40 per 100 kilos for baling 
leaf, equal to about 10. per ton delivered at the Mills, Palermo, 
and lire 17.15 per 100 kilos for grinding leaf, equal to about 
101. 16s. 8d. per ton delivered Palermo; the shipments up to the 
present have only been a few hundred bags, and under 250 bales 
of leaf in all. The consumers in the United States, Great Britain, 
and Germany, bought and imported very largely all June and July, 
consequently are not buying now at the elevated prices of the Syndi- 
cate. The French consumers who seem not to have credited the 
possibility of the Sicilian grinders and dealers in the article being 
able to carry out their intentions of forming a Joint Stock Company, 
and in consequence did not buy, will now be the first to pay the 
Companies’ high prices. The number of sumach mills in Palermo 
and Termini is only nine, the proprietors of every one of them are 
members of the Company, as also all the shippers of the article, 
every one of them being shareholders as well; merchants who are 
not shareholders cannot ship sumach, the Syndicate can only sell 
to their appointed agents in all the consuming countries; and 
these same are the agents who for many years have represented the 
exporters of sumach from Palermo. The actual combination is 
one of the most complete that could be arranged, in fact it would 
appear that its position can only be shaken by the formation of some 
other new company, not at all likely to be undertaken by Sicilians. 
The business is too limited a one to attract either English, French, 
or German capital, and too small a mouthful for American enter- 
prise. Only three mills are destined for the grinding of Sumach, viz.: 
Terrasi, Basso and Company, and V. Vitrano. Other three are 
destined for the grinding of lentisco, viz.: Pajero and Company, 
Falcone, and Mormino, of Termini. It is probable, however, that 
Mormino, of Termini, may be allowed to grind sumach when the 
demand is more than the three in Palermo can supply, in which case 
Casigiia would grind lentisco ; the other mills will remain closed till 
required, but will participate in their share of the profits. The 
f.o.b. price, compared with the purchase price of the leaf, leaves a 
good margin for profit. 
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MarsaLa WINE PRosPEcts For 1899. 


A despatch, dated 23rd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the British Vice-Consul at Marsala, stating 
that the vintage in Marsala, which is now in full swing, is resulting 
considerably smaller than was expected, owing to no rain having 
fallen during the summer. In addition, the intense heat of the sun 
towards the end of August and the beginning of September, 
combined with the scarcity of rain last winter, had the effect of 
ripening the grapes very rapidly and causing the vintage to be 
much earlier than usual. In certain very light lands a good many 
grapes dried up before being able to arrive at maturity, and others 
became burnt owing to the leaves falling off and leaving them 
exposed to the rays of the sun. In other districts, except in low. 
lands near the sea where the soil is moist, and consequently the 
grapes are exceptionally large, the grapes have ripened and are 
ripening nicely, but they are mostly small and few in number, 
though they are sound and healthy and yield comparatively well. 
There is every appearance of the quality of the new wine being 
excellent, and the quantity, although in some districts it is even 
less than Jast year, will in general be rather more than last year, 
and may be calculated at something short of two-thirds of an 
average vintage. 


PRECAUTIONS IN ROUMANIA AGAINST PLAGUE IN Russia. 


A despatch, dated 16th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul- General at Galatz, 
stating that it has been decided to suspend the precautionary 
measures prescribed by the Sanitary Authorities against the intro- 
duction of the pest in Roumania from Russia; but passengers 
entering Roumania from Russia will still be subject to medical 
inspection. 


THe Peart Oystrer FISHERIES ON THE FRENCH SOMALI Coast. 


The Board of ‘Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of extract from the “ Journal Officiel” of the 13th September 
last, containing regulations for the carrying on of the Pearl 
Oyster lisheries on the French Somali Coast. 

The above may be seen in the original on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 am. and 5 p m. 


THE REVENUE IN SPAIN, 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond 
Wolff, H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, it is stated that the Govern- 
ment official statistics report that for July alone the revenue 
collected in the whole country exceeded by thirteen millions of 
pesetas that collected in the same month of last year. 
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This sum represents at par 520,0001. As an instance of the 
commercial activity of the province of Guipuzcoa, Sir H. Drummond 
Wolff mentions that a meeting has recently been held at San 
Sebastian for the foundation of a new credit bank. It is to be 
known as the Bank of Guipuzcoa, with a capital of ten million 
pesetas. 

The whole is said to be practically subscribed, half at Bilbao and 
half in Guipuzcoa. 


THE CURRENTS OF THE STRAITS OF MESSINA. 


In areport recently issued by the British Vice-Consul at Messina 
respecting the currents of the Straits of Messina, it is stated that the 
only construction which was completed during the year 1898 was 
the lighthouse tower and reflector at Cape Pelorus; the former had 
been damaged, and the latter destroyed by the strong earthquake 
shock of the 16th November, 1894 During four years vessels had 
to shape their course without the aid of a proper lighthouse and 
were guided, or rather misguided, by a low and most inefficient light, 
some 14 feet high, which the steersman confounded with the com- 
mon street lamps of the village of Faro, especially in thick weather. 
The importance of this light can only be duly gauged by those who 
have experienced the strength of the flowing or ebbing stream 
through the straits, even in fine weather. A vessel, unless impelled 
by a stiff favourable breeze, can make little headway against the 
current. The two currents which prevail in the straits of Messina 
are termed the ascending or descending currents, according to the 
direction they take. The descending current which leaves Baguara 
on the Calabrian coast at about 16 kilometres from Messina as 
the crow flies, is considered the primary one. Running from 
Baguara it first strikes Cape Pelorus on the Sicilian shore, thence 
crosses to Punta Pezzo, and finally retraverses the channel twice to 
San Salvadore dei Greci and Reggio Calabria, whence it flows 
towards Scaletta, to lose itself in the open sea, at about 12 miles 
south of Messina. The returning current flows from Scaletta and 
Reggio along both shores of the channel; it acquires its greatest 
velocity after Reggio. The inflowing stream from the south 
traverses the channel between Coda di Volpe, a headland on the 
Calabrian coast, and Ganzirri on the Sicilian side, thence it bends 
its course to Scilla, and gradually merges into the gulf of Gwja 
Tauro. 

These two currents alternate every six hours. The chief eddies 
produced by the meeting of the counter currents are on the 
Sicilian Coast, those of the Faro Point, Salvadore di Greci, the 
Messina lighthouse and Scaletta; on the Calabrian litoral, those 
of Coda di Volpe and Punta di Calamizzi. The velocity of the 
stream averages from a maximum of 12 kilometres per hour to a 
minimum of 5, that is from 7:4 to 3:1 English miles, but occa- 
sionally it has attained to a velocity of nearly 11 English miles 
per hour. 
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The strength of the descending current is most felt at.Torre del 
Faro for a distance of 2 kilometres, or 1:2. English miles, off the 
headland of Coda di Volpe for about one kilometre, and thirdly 
near the Messina lighthouse. It follows from what has been 
stated regarding the intricate course of these currents, that much 
skill and care are required in order to steer vessels through the 
straits, that it is advisable, even when the weather be calm, to take 
a pilot off Faro Point, unless the master can rely thoroughly on 
his own experience. 

The British Vice-Consul adds that the above particulars were 
furnished him by the chief pilot Domenico Totaro, ex ship-master, 
and supplemented by the handbook of Francesco Tonge on the 
Straits of Messina, and by his own personal observations. 


SHIPBUILDING YARD AT PALERMO. 


A report dated 29th September has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, that the technical direction of 
the works of the shipbuilding yard at Palermo, the full name of 
which is Cantieri Navali, Bacini e Stabilimenti Meccanici Siciliani, 
has been entrusted to a British subject, Mr. Alexander Murray, a 
Member of the Institute of Naval Architects, lately’yard manager 
to J. C. Tecklenburg and Company, of Bremerhaven, and formerly 
with Russell and Company, of Port Glasgow. 


THE ProJEcTED Quays aT HaipaR Pasua. 


A despatch dated 27th September has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, trans- 
mitting newspaper extract on the subject of the projected quays 
at Haidar Pasha, in which it is stated that the plans submitted 
by the Anatolian Railways, to whom the concession has. been 
sranted, after having been examined by the Ministry of Public 
Works, are now to be submitted to the Ministry of Marine. The 
cost of construction is estimated at £T,3800,000; the quays are to 
be' 1,850 metres long, and the sea is to be 25 metres deep inside so 
as to admit of large ships mooring alongside. The quay will 
extend as far as the new Medical School now being built. All the 
contracts for the work have already been given out and all the 
arrangements necessary for the construction have been made. 
Ships and goods which have on arrival paid quay dues at 
Constantinople, and are subsequently transported to Haidar Pasha, 
will not have to pay fresh quay dues, which will be charged on 
goods conveyed direct to the Haidar Pasha quays without being 
disembarked at the Constantinople quays. 


TRADE OF LouRENCO MARQUES. 


. H.M. Consul at Lourenco Marques, in a report to Foreign Office 
dated 18th August last, forwards the following statement showing 
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the Customs Returns of Lourenco Marques for the first six 
months of 1899 compared with those of the same period of 1898, 
and the Railway Traffic Returns for the same period. 

The tables are as follows :— 


Velne of Customs | Value of Trade, 
1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 
& 
Import 50,264 35,570 | 406,173 | 237,762 
Export 41 133 11,476 14,661 
Re-export ... ite, 80 57 78,338 | 293,000 
Transit phe 16,233 20,570 891,527 1,077,985 
Coasting and transhipment 67,718 
Sundry receipts 15,848 21,670 
Total revenue... £| 82,466 78,000 (1,387,514 {1,691,126 


Rate of Exchange Rs. 4,500 = £1 stg. 

The tonnage of goods sent to the Transvaal by the Lourenco 
Marques Transvaal Railway during the first half-year of 1898 and 
1899 was :— 

1898, January to June, 70,943 tons. 
1899 » 

H.M. Consul in commenting upon these statements says :-— 

“ These figures show that during the first half of this year there 
has been a large increase in the total volume of trade at the port. 
The improvement has been most noticeable in the re-export and in 
the transit trade. The decrease in the import trade amounting to 
£168,000 is very noticeable. This is said to be due to the fact 
that in place of the alcohol formerly imported for native consump- 
tion there is used what is called white wine from Portugal, and 
the alcohol manufactured in the Province of Mozambique especially 
at Ressano Garcia. The increase of two hundred thousand pounds 
in re-export is due to the shipment through the Port of Transvaal 
gold and to the Transvaal coal taken in bunkers by steamers. As 
previously pointed out the export of gold through this port only 
commenced in the latter part of 1898. ‘There is every reason to 
believe that this trade will increase, as the railage charges from the 
Rand to Delagoa Bay and free on board is only ninepence per 
cent. as compared with three shillings and fourpence to Cape 
Town. The over-sea freight and cost of carriage to Paris are 
covered by a charge of three-quarters per cent. 

The increase in transit of one hundred and eighty thousand 
pounds is probably due, in great part, to the exceptionally large 
importations of mealies and other food stuffs made by the 
Government of the South African Republic and the Rand Mines, 
partly on account of the war scare and partly on account of the 
large crop gathered this year on the East Coast resulting in such 
a reduction of prices that American mealies have not been able to 
compete. A portion of this increased trade has been at the 
expense of Natal and other African Ports. 
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Imports OF Piece Goops MADAGAScaR. 

The following table from the ‘“ Journal Officiel de Madagascar ” 
showing the value of the imports of piece goods into Madagascar 
for the years 1897 and 1898, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Antananarivo :— 


Imports of Piece Goods into Madagascar. 


1897. 1898. Increase. Decrease. 
£& £ 
France... 48,036 249,205 201,169 — 
India (French) ... me 580 26 — 554 
England ... 161,303 24,878 136,425 
India (British) ... ani 8,025 8,973 a 4,052 
East Africa 1,313 3,504 2,191 
Germany ... 15,135 4,642 10,493 
America ... = ae 93,945 51,606 42,339 
Other countries ... 2,204 4,131. 1,927 
£| 330,541 $41,965 


Tue EFFECTS OF THE RECENT RouGH WEATHER IN CHILE. 


A despatch, dated 13th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Santiago, reporting that the 
weather which has prevailed in the Republic ever since the winter 
set in, has been of unparalleled severity, and productive of great 
misery and loss of- property. In the south the inundations are 
every day assuming more alarming proportions, and the distress 
among the lower classes is widespread. Next year’s crops have, 
it is feared, been destroyed, railway communication is interrupted, 
numerous bridges having been swept away, and commerce in the 
south is generally paralysed. In Valparaiso the ravages of the 
storms which have visited the Republic are no Jess serious. The 
dyke has been partially destroyed and the lower part of the town 
is under water. The losses to the State caused this winter are 
calculated at from twenty to thirty million dollars. 


TRADE AND SHIPPING OF MorMuGAO (Goa). 


The following Report on the trade and shipping of Mormugaéd 
(Goa), the principal port of Portuguese India, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from the British Vice-Consul at that place. 
It is based on information obtained from the customs authorities 
and the West of India Portuguese Railway. 

Through traffic by the railway to and from Bombay was almost 
entirely suspended during the year 1898, owing to the combined 
reduction of rates via Poona still remaining in force (since March, 
1896). 
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However, in December, 1898, telegraphic instructions were sent 
out from London by the Directors of the other lines, to their 

ents in India, to withdraw the favoured rates via Poona, and 
allow the traffic to again revert to the West of India Portuguese 
Railway via Mormugaé Harbour. 

The traffic was at once resumed by the latter route, especially 
in the case of exports. The following tables show the quantities 
and values of the imports into, and the exports from, Goa in the 
year 1898. 

Trade of Mormugaé (Goa). 


1898. 
Quantity. Value 
Tons. | Rs. 
Exports from Goa 10,928 3,84, 051 
Goods in Transit not Dutiable. 
— | Value. 
| Rupees. 
Imported from and Exported by sea to British India ... om} 8,06 256 
Imported by sea from and Exported by rail to British India ... | 6,78,606 
Total value of transit, Import and Export vo ses | 14,84,862 


ProsvEcts OF TRADE AT YOCHOW. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 13th July last, Mr. 
A. O. Bax-Ironside, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Peking, transmits 
copy of a despatch received from Mr. R. W. Hurst, H.M. Consul 
at Hankow, respecting the prospects of trade at Yochow, the new 
treaty port to be opened in Hunan. Consul Hurst states that at 
an interview with Mr. Morse, Commissioner of Customs, who has 
been making inquiries respecting the prospects of Yochow, the 
Commissioner stated that it is a town containing 2,500 
families according to the Chinese reckoning, say from 15,000 to 
20,000 inhabitants. It is distant about seven miles from the river 
Yang-tsze. A locality which appears to him suitable for a foreign 
concession is Chen-lin, a bluff two miles from the Yang-tsze, five 
from Yochow. 

Five-sixths of the Hankow tea, say 650,000 half chests, comes 
from Hunan, and the Commissioner is of opinion that on the 
opening of Yochow, much of this might he transferred from junk 
to steamer at that place, as thereby escaping li-kin in the Hupeh 
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province; whether it would come overland to Hankow or by 
steamer would largely depend on the incidence of li-kin in the 
Hupeh province, whether heavy or the reverse. There is also a 
large traffic in timber, coal and rice. The timber comes down the 
river in rafts ; the coal would probably continue to come down in 
lorchas and junks. The country in the neighbourhood of Yochow 
is hilly. A creek intervenes between Chen-lin and Yoehow, and 
in the summer about two miles of country lying below the two 
places is under water. 


SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY OF NAGASAKI. 


The shipbuilding industry of Nagasaki, according to H.M. 
Consul at that port, continues to be maintained at a high standard 
of efficiency. ‘The large steamer of 6,000 tons launched in May, 
1898, for the European service of the National Mail Steamship 
Company, has made several voyages to England and back. The 
condition in which her cargo was turned out on each occasion was 
such as to show that her construction was of the highest type, and 
the most favourable reports were made on her by English surveyors. 
The second steamer, of the same dimensions, and practically a 
duplicate of the first, is now far advanced on the road to com- 
pletion, and her launch will take place almost immediately. As 
anticipated in last year’s report, greater rapidity has characterised 
the building of the second than that of the first, the latter having 
occupied fully 18 months, while, from the laying of the keel to the 
launch of the second, not more than 13 months will elapse. A 
cargo steamer of 1,300 tons gross capacity, built of steel, to satisfy 
all the most stringent requirements of Lloyd’s, was commenced in 
December last, and will be completed so as to be ready for sea 
within the present year; and two large, powerful steam ferry- 
boats, to be used for the conveyance of passengers and freight 
across Shimonoseki Straits, between the railway termini at Moji 
and Shimonoseki, are now also being built and will shortly be 
launched. Three torpedo boats, the component parts of which 
were sent from Germany, have been fitted together and are now 
awaiting their trial trips. Docking and repairing of ships ofall 
kinds has been extensively carried on, and the salvage equipment 
of the docks has also been brought into requisition. (Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No. 2355.) 
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XXITII.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “ Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables showing 
that the total number of vessels passing through the canal in the 
month of June last was 284 ships, of a gross tonnage of 1,085,032 
tons. Of the 284 vessels, 186 were English, of a gross tonnage of 
717,693 tons ; 29 German, 107,590 tons; 15 French, 65,106 tons; 
16 Dutch, 43,253 tons; 5 Japanese, 29,843 tons; 5 Russian, 
22,028 tons; 5 Austria-Hungarian, 20,290 tons; 4 Spanish, 
16,515 tons ; 5 Italian, 15,192 tons ; 4 Norwegian, 14,320 tons; 3 
Belgian, 9,265 tons; 2 American, 8,795 tons; 2 Danish, 8,119 
tons; 2 Ottoman, 4,488 tons; 1 Greek, 2,535 tons. 

The following table showing the number and tonnage of vessels 
passing through the Suez Canal in the years 1896, 1897, and 1898 
is taken from a report of H.M. Consul at Port Said :— 


1896. 1897. 1898. 
Flag. 
Number of Net Number of Net Number of Net 
Vessels. | Tonnage. | Vessels. | Tonnage. | Vessels. | Tonnage. 

Great Britain sas 2,162 5,817,7 1,805 5,319,156 2,295 6,297,743 
Germany... wee ae 322 806,279 325 858,685 356 969,597 
France 218 532,273 202 519,605 221 571,516 
Holland ms 200 350,404 206 - 382,248 193 381,866 
Austria-Hungary 71 158,300 78 184,036 85 213,020 
Japan 10 30,553 36 114,434 45 183,324 
Russia 47 134,300 44 144,438 48 153,191 
Spain 62 182,315 48 137,830 49 149,306 
Italy 230 392,693 71 129,464 74 137,293 
Norway 39 73,840 48 87,185 47 81,216 
Turkey 37 41,289 7 5,557 54 57,723 
Egypt 2 2,274 3,411 10 e 
Other fiags 9 7,988 13 11,333 25 32,926 

Total ... 8,409 8,560,283 2,986 7,899,373 3,503 9,238,603 


RalLways or Inp1a. 
The following information concerning railways in India has been 
received at the Board of Trade through the India Office. 
At the end of 1898-99 the number of miles open for traffic and 
in construction was as follows :— 


Open for traffic.}| In progress. 


State ove eve ove 16,644 1,750 
Guaranteed and assisted ... ose ose oie 3,690 706 
Native State coe ooo 2,084 1,112 
Foreign State (French and Portuguese India).. 73 ove 


The total mileage of all railways was 22,491 miles open and 
3,568 miles under construction. 
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The average rate of progress in the last twenty-three years in 
opening out railway communications will be apparent from‘ the 
following figures :— 


Miles. 
1876 to 1880 ... ose 582 
1881 to 1885-86 622 
1886-87 to 1890-91... 896 
1891-92 to 1895-96... 536 
1898-99 1,334 


The capital expenditure at the end of 1898 amounted to 
Rx. 261,067,028. 

The expenditure charged against revenue has increased with the 
increase of mileage, and in the last few years it has been on an 
average about Rx. 23,000,000 annually, approximating to a rate of 
between Rx 1,100 and 1,200 per mile. The revenue has always 
been less than the expenditure charged against revenue, owing 
partly to the increased payments to certain guaranteed companies 
necessitated by the fall of exchange and partly to the yearly 
increment of new and undeveloped lines. 

About 70 per cent. of the total earnings of the railways are 
derived from goods traffic, the receipts from passenger traffic giving 
the small proportion of 30 per cent., although the fares are low. 
This is in striking contrast to English and other European 
railways where the passenger traffic is perhaps more important, 
from the point of view of dividends, than the goods traffic. The 
number of passengers carried on the railways in 1898 was 152} 
millions, ‘They carried in the same year over 28 million tons of 
goods and minerals. 

The gross earnings in 1898 were Rx. 27,464,235 and the total 
expenses Rx. 13,064,352, which made about 48 per cent. of the 
receipts, the excess of receipts being Rx. 14,399,883. Of this 
Rx. 4,080,727 were contributed by the East Indian Railway ; the 
excess on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway was Rx. 1,412,727 ; 
on the North-Western Railway Rx. 1,859,579; on the Bombay- 
Baroda line Rx. 874,220; and on the Rajputana-Malwa 
Rx. 1,199,962. These five lines, with a total of 7,953 miles, being 
35 per cent. of the whole open mileage, brought in 64 per cent. 
of the aggregate receipts. 

The total earnings from coaching and goods traffic per mile of 
the lines amounted in 1893 to Rx. 1,219, in 1894 to Rx. 1,265, in 
1895 to Rx. 1,247, in 1896 to Rx. 1,185, in 1897 to Rx. 1,130, 
and in 1898 to Rx. 1,142. In 1896 and 1897 the earnings were 
on a relatively low level in consequence of the prevalence of famine 
and (in Western India) of plague. The large addition of new 
mileage in 1898 accounts to some extent for the comparatively low 
total earnings per mile in 1898, although there was a great revival 
in the traffic on many of the lines in that year. 

During the last thirteen years, that is, since 1886-87, the 
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number of miles open has increased from 13,398 to 22,491, the 
increase being 68 per cent., and the gross earnings in the same 
period have increased from Rx. 18,706,469 to Rx. 27,464,235, the 


increase being 47 per cent. 


FRozeEN Meat TRADE OF NEW ZEALAND. 
The “New Zealand Trade Review ” gives the following details 
as to the exports of frozen meat from New Zealand for the past 
three years ended the 30th June :— 


1898-9. 1897-8, 1896-7. 
lbs. Ibs, Ibs. 
Mutton a 111,544,471 115,603.366 84,050,551 
Lamb 45,175,762 40,411,324 38,565,210 
Beef 8 12,377,493 9,745,712 3,318,639 
Total lbs.| 169,097.726 165,760,402 125,934,400 


The year 1896-7 exhibited a slight decrease upon the two pre- 

vious years, but 1897-8 displayed a heavy advance equal to 
between 31 and 32 per cent. The latest twelvemonth shows a 
light further increase amounting in the aggregate to 3,337,324 lbs. 
or a shade over 2 per cent. 
_ The details, however, show that there has been a falling-off in 
mutton of over 4,000,000lbs. with increase of more than 4,700,000 
Ibs. in lamb and of over 2,600,000 in beef. The export of beef is 
growing rapidly and assuming somewhat important dimensions. 

The quantities exported from the two islands for the last two 
years are shown in the following table :— 


NorTH ISLAND. SouTH ISLAND. 
1898-9, 1897-8. 1898-9, 1897-8, 
lbs, Ibs. Ibs. 
Mutton” “68,376,140 62,467,158 43.168,331 53,136,208 
» Lamb 5.760,947 8,213,757 4. 39,414,815 37,197,567 
Beef 12,317,812 9,745,712 59,681 keg 
Total Ibs.| 86,454,899 75,426,627 82,642,827 90,333,775 


THE Passion Fruir In CEYLON. 

The ‘Ceylon Observer” in a recent issue says:—The low- 
country of Ceylon generally fares better in the matter of fruits 
than up-country estates do, the former claiming such delicious 
fruits as mangosteens, mangoes, durians, and pineapples, all of 
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which are now more or less in season. While fruits of temperate 
countries, such as apples, pears, peaches, &c., have refused to thrive 
to any extent at elevations of 4,000 feet, to 6,000 feet, the passion- 
fruit not only thrives exceedingly well there, but has become 
practically naturalized, being apparently as much at home as in its 
native country, Brazil. No other exotic fruit—and the up-country 
native fruits need hardly be taken into account—-thrives with such 
luxuriance as this, and probably also no other fruit would better 
repay systematic cultivation on up-country estates. Indeed, it is 
but little cultivation that is required, judging by the way the 
passion fruit, having escaped from gardens and estates, grows wild 
in ravines and by the sides of streams at fairly high elevations— 
creeping among tall-growing grasses or climbing over shrubby 
trees, with its dark purple tempting egg-shaped fruits. 

The plant however, is hardly, if at all, productive at elevations 
under 3,000 feet, but it is surprising that its fruit is not seen in 
larger quantities in the low-country markets. It only requires to 
be appreciated, and few who taste it but will not pronounce it 
delicious. Besides being an excellent fruit for local consumption, 
being palatable and most refreshing in itself and makes a delicious 
jam, it is also of commercial importance. In Australia it is cul- 
tivated, and fairly successful trial shipments of it have recently 
been made from there to London, with a view of establishing a 
new industry. Notwithstanding the wrinkled appearance of the 
fruit on arrival in London owing doubtless to the long voyage, 
some were sold for as high as one shilling per dozen. An impetus 
is thus given, it appears, to its cultivation in Australia, and further 
‘shipments thence are promised, it being hoped that the heavenly 
fruit (as the passion fruit there is sometimes called) may become 
as important an article in the export fruit trade as the Australian 
oranges now are. 


REVENUE RETURNS OF CAPE CoLony. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette” of 1st September last, from 
which it appears that the total unaudited revenue, includin 
railway receipts, in the month of July last was 522,067/., as compare 
with 535,414. for the same period of 1898. 


_ Report ror THE YEAR 1898 oF THE RoTTeRDAM CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Report of the 
Rotterdam Chamber of Commerce for the year 1898, which contains 
a list of the members of the Chamber of Commerce, and deals 
with the course of prices, insurances, commercial’ interests and 
traffic of Rotterdam, statistical data concerning the commercial 
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intercourse and navigation of the port, reports on Rhine navigation, 

foreign trade, corn trade, and the trade in coffee, tea, rice, spices, 

cocoa, sugar, tobaccos, margarine and oils, petroleum and hides, 


THE Tax oN CYCLES IN FRANCE. 


According to a report recently issued by the Department of 
Indirect Taxation in France the revenue derived from the tax on 
cycles (velocipédes) amounted in 1898 to 194,344/., and the number 
of machines taxed to 483,414. In 1897 the number assessed to 
duty was 408,869; in 1896, 329,816; in 1895 256,084; and in 
1894, 203,026. 


MINERAL DISTRICTS IN SONORA. 


There are nine mineral or mining districts in the State of 
Sonora, Mexico, namely, Alamos, Altar, Arizpe, Guaymas, 
Hermosillo, Magdalena, Moctezuma, Sahuaripa, and Ures. “ El 
Corres de Sonora,” in a recent issue, says that the increase in the 
number of applications for mineral locations in Sonora since the 
enforcement of the mining law of 1892 has been very remarkable. 
During the last few months this has been especially noticeable in 
the Moctezuma district. From Ist January to 30th April, 1899, 
more than one-quarter of the applications filed in the State were 
made in this district, or 110 out of 381. For the first four months 
of each year during the past seven years the applications were as 
follows :—1893, 117; 1894, 91; 1895, 188; 1896, 242; 1897, 
195; 1898, 347; 1899, 381. For the whole year the same ratio 
of increase is found, the total applications in 1893 being 322, and 
in 1898, 762. That is to say, in the period of six years from 1893 
to 1898, inclusive, the increase has been more than 100 per cent. 
in the number of such applications registered. 


MarKET FOR MIRRORS IN BRAZIL. 


The French Consul at Rio de Janeiro, in a recent report, says 
that mirrors have an important sale throughout Brazil. According 
to the statistics which this official furnished, the imports of looking- 
glasses and mirror-glass during 1898 were: from Germany, 
326,576 kilogrammes; England, 49,667 kilogrammes; France, 
35,273 kilogrammes, and Belgium, 26,260 kilogrammes. High 
class frames are generally of French origin, the commoner lines 
coming from Germany. The German gilding is considered greatly 
inferior to the French, hence the mirrors are much cheaper and 
sell more readily, though they have to be replaced in a much 
shorter time. The customs duties on pictures, looking-glasses, 
and mirror-glass of less than 15 square decimetres (234 square 
inches) are from 1 franc (9°6d.) to 1°30 frances (12-48d.) per kilo- 
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gramme (2° 2046 pounds), according to the richness of the frames. 
Above this size the duty is 50 per cent. ad valorem. The duty on 
ready-made frames or moulding is 2 francs per kilogramme, 


OPENING FOR ELEcTRIC PLANT IN GUAYAQUIL. 


The Consul-General of the United States at Guayaquil says that 
there is an excellent opening for an electric-light and street-railway 
service in Guayaquil. He says that the city is prosperous, has a 
population of about 50,000, and with the construction of the 
proposed railroad to Quito i is bound to increase in population and 
wealth. At the present time it is lit with gas of a poor quality, 
which costs the municipality a considerable sum annually. A 
street-car system traverses almost every street, but mules, the 
motive-power, are costly. The finances of the city are said to be 
in a flourishing condition. Fuel is scarce and expensive, but 
superb water power is available at some distance from the city. 
In 1896 the installation of an electric-light service was in progress, 
bat a great conflagration, which destroyed 83 blocks of the best 
part of the city, including the electric plant, caused the enterprise 
to be abandoned. The burnt district is now almost wholly rebuilt 
with a better class of edifices, and, in the opinion of Mr. De Leon, 
the time seems propitious for the establishment of a system com- 
bining transportation and illumination. 


SuGar PropucrTion oF PAaRAGuay. 


The United States Vice-Consul at Asuncion in a report on the 
sugar production of Paraguay, says that the cane is being culti- 
vated there to a greater extent than ever before. Hach stalk is 
about 2 inches in diameter, and from 6 to 8 feet high. One ton of 
sugar cane will produce from 35 to 40 gallons of juice, and each 
gallon of juice will produce 1} pounds of sugar. The cane is of good 
variety, and makes fine sugar and rum. There is only one sugar 
mill in the Republic, and as it cannot supply the demand the 
importation of sugar is very large, most of it coming from France. 
The sugar made in the country sells at a very high price, and with 
mills similar to those of the United States, and with skilled labour, 
the quality would be greatly improved. Common seated is cheap, 
but skilled workmen are not procurable. 


PETROLEUM IN DutcH 


According to the United States Consul at Batavia, a sharp com- 
petition with American and Russian oils has sprung. up in the 
East Indies, which, although recent, is making great strides. This 
industry has its centre in the Sunda Islands and is principally in 
Dutch hands, In July, 1898, the industry in Sumatra had to 
weather a sharp crisis on account of the exhaustion of the oil 
wells. About this time, the Standard Oil Company was trying 

D 
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hard to establish itself in the Langkat (Sumatra) oil fields, but its 
efforts came to naught on account of the opposition of the Dutch 
Government. As the oil fields in Java and Borneo did not 
decrease their output, but on the contrary became more rich in 
production, and as the production in Sumatra is again increasing 
on account of new wells being bored, the outlook is most promising. 
What progress this oil is making in the Chinese market the 
following figures will show :— 


Import into China. 


Description. 1895. 1896. 1897, 
Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
American oil ese eee} 28,055,000 33,520,000 48,213,000 
Russian oil ©... 26,566,000 28,285,000 36,924,000 
Dutch Indian oil... 2,395,000 5,151,000 14,211,000 


The figures for 1898 are not yet out, but it is estimated that the 
import of Dutch Indian oil for that year will easily show over 
20,000,000 galions... 

An additional opportunity for Russian and-Dutch Indian oils in 
the future is through the use of the residues for fuel on steamers. 
Even at present 200,000,000 poods (7,313,400,000 pounds) of 
residue ate ased each year in Russia, and this figure will be much 
increased during the current year, on account of the increase in 
mileage of the Russian railroads and in the number of war ships. 

An English firm which owns considerable oil territory in 
Borneo, has lately established along the Indian and Chinese coasts 
big storehouses for liquid fuel, and intends gradually to erect such 
depots wherever there are coaling stations. 


Motor VEHICLES IN SHANGHAI. 


The United States Consul-General at Shanghai says in his last 
report that that port is an ideal place for motor vehicles. The 
town, built on alluvial deposit in the mouth of the Yangtze River, 
is level. The roads are macadamized, and the climate is such, 
especially in the summer, that everybody drives. The horses are 
small, about the size and character of Indian ponies. The foreigners 
are comparatively few (say 5,000 men, women, and children) ; but 
there are nearly 500,000 Chinese in the settlements, and these 
take very kindly to mechanical inventions as soon as they see 
them. Shanghai, also, is the distributing point for central and 
northern China. The merchants from the other treaty ports come 
there to buy their goods. Arrangements should be made to show 
vehicles, and to make a practical, everyday demonstration of their 
ease of management and durability. 
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The Chinese will not buy goods without having seen them. The 
average Chinese has seen so few new things that it is not easy for 
him to exert his imagination. Foreigners there are also slow to 
buy motor vehicles. The prices are considered high, and many 
think of the vehicies as experimental playthings. Neither the 
foreigners nor the Chinese can be induced to buy by descriptions 
or catalogues. There have been one or two auto-motors shown, but 
they were of an inferior type and manifestly unfit for either use or 
pleasure. 

The Consul states it as his opinion that this is the best time to 
push this trade in Shanghai, as there are no street railways there 
and the city is growing so rapidly that need is felt for more rapid 
transit. 

There are two ways to advertise the new vehicles. One is to 
send a machine to some well-known person, who will use it con- 
stantly, demonstrating the fact that it can be used by an amateur 
for pleasure at a cheap running cost. The Consul is inclined to 
think that this would be the better plan. 


Tue 


According to the “Siam Observer,” the construction of the 
railway from Bangkok to Khorat has recently made great progress, 
and it is expected it will be opened for use very shortly. The 
most difficult portion of the line is already finished, and 
mountainous districts have been crossed with entire success. 186 
kilometres (115°5 miles) are in working order, and travellers can 
reach Pak Djong, 176 kilometres (109°2 miles) from Bangkok, 
twice a week. Ina short time the line will have reached Chantuk, 
190 kilometres (118 miles), from which point there remains but 
a distance of 70 kilometres (43°6 miles) to Khorat. The most 
important work which remains to be done is the construction of six 
iron bridges, two of which are very large, and the necessary 
material has to be conveyed by land, as the waterways are not 
adapted for vessels of any size. 
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XXIV.— PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


. Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held 27th September last at the rooms of the 
Chamber. 

The correspondence between the Home Office and the Chamber 
in reference to the proposed woolcombing rules was submitted to 
the Chamber, and other matters dealt with comprised :—Commer- 
cial Education in Bradford; and the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce. 

Dundee.—A stated meeting of Dundee Chamber of Commerce 
was held 27th September last. Mr. John Couper, in the absence of 
Mr. R. B. Don, the President, occupied the chair. . 

The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the minutes of the 
Directors, said, as they were aware, since the expiry of the 
commercial treaty with Germany, the most favoured-nation-clause 
had been granted for definite periods of time, but at present it was 
extended simply until further notice to Great Britain, the colonies, 
and possessions, excluding Canada. While their trade with 
Germany was limited as compared with what it formerly was, they 
hoped there might not be any change made by Germany in 
commercial relations with this country to the detriment of what 
remained. With France a considerable correspondence has taken 
place on the part of Chambers of Commerce, Shipping Associations, 
and private firms, urging a reduction on the French sworn broker- 
age charge on vessels, which was a heavy charge on shipowners. 
It was to be regretted that the correspondence had proved 
ineffectual, as the French reply to the representatives of the 
British and Danish Governments was that the proposed reduction 
in the tariff could not be entertained. From Portugal they had an 
intimation of an increase on their consular fees, which would prove 
an onerous charge on invoices of goods of small amount sent to 
that country. ‘The Directors had brought that matter before the 
Foreign Office, and they had just received a letter to the effect 
that the Portuguese Government had stated, in reply to the 
representation addressed to them by Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Lisbon, that they were considering the question of the effect of 
the new rate of consular fees for the legalisation of invoices, and 
should the fixed fee for each invoice, whatever the weight of the 
goods, be found to really affect trade injuriously, steps would be 
taken to modify the regulations in question. An application was 
made by a member of the Chamber to move in the matter of 
recovering a considerable excess of duty charged by the Venezuelan 
Custom House. This they followed up, and thanks to the prompt 
and courteous attention of the Foreign Office, got the mistake 
rectified and the excess returned. 

The question whether the Indian rupee should be reckoned by 
the United States Custom House at its exchange or bullion value 
- in levying duty on goods imported from India had again been 
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brought before them. In 1897 the same question arose at Boston, 
when the Board of General Appraisers decided that the rupee 
should be taken at its bullion value. The Secretary of the United 
States Treasury, however, disputed the jurisdiction of the Board 
of Appraisers in virtue of section 25 of the United States Tariff 
Act of August, 1894, and that dispute was now under the con- 
sideration of the Supreme Court there. However, through the 
U.S. Consul, Mr. Higgins, the Chamber was again bringing the 
matter under the notice of the U.S. Government. 

They were asked to give their support to the projected line of 
railway to Nyassa, but as they were not fully acquainted with the 
merits of the special scheme, they limited themselves to memorialis- 
ing Lord Salisbury in favour of giving facilities for transport in 
order to encourage the cultivation of coffee and stimulate the 
general development of the resources of that country, which it was 
hoped might result in an opening and demand for British manu- 
factures. With regard to the question of quarantine at Brazilian 
ports, the Directors had made a representation to the Forei 
Office complaining of the delay and expense incurred by the 
operation of the regulation. Notwithstanding the promise of the 

_ Brazilian Government, nothing had resulted from the agitation 
seven years ago, so that Ihla Grande, Rio Janeiro, continued to 
be the only quarantine station, thus necessitating vessels for the 
northern ports of Brazil to sail long distances ranging from 1,200 to 
4,000 miles when the quarantine regulations were in force, as at 
present. 

Liverpool—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on 
September 19th last, in the Board room of the Chamber. 
Mr. Alfred L. Jones in the chair. With regard to a draft bill for 
“An Ordinance to regulate the Concession of Rights in respect 
to Land by Natives, and to constitute a Concessions Court” for 
the Gold Coast Colony, which has just been forwarded by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Chamberlain had notified 
that he would be glad to receive any observations which the 
committee might have to make upon the subject of the bill by the 
end of the month. 

On examination, it was found that the bill was one that had been 
recently drafted substituted for a much more complicated bill 
prepared early in the present year. The earlier bill had been 
freely criticised by those interested, and suggestions had been 
made respecting its amendment, which appeared for the most part 
to be embodied in the new Bill. There was a consensus of opinicn 
that the present Bill was much simpler, and on the whole more 
satisfactory than the previous one. By Clause 12, the Bill 
proposed to make valid any concession dated prior to the 10th 
October, 1895, which had been registered as provided by law in the 
Colony, and in respect of which no adverse claim has been filed 
before Ist January next. The meeting did not approve of the 
retrospective character of this clause, and expressed the view that 
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it should be amended so as to make valid any concessions consistent 
with the law of the Colony which has been or may have been 
granted before the coming into force of the Ordinance on the Ist 
January, 1900. 

' Clause 20, which limited the area of a single mining concession 
to five square miles, and of a single rubber concession to 20 square 
miles, and further enacted that no person should hold at one time 
mining areas exceeding 20 square miles, or timber or rubber areas 
exceeding 40 square miles, was also discussed, but passed without 
objection ; also the clauses levying a stamp duty of 1/. per square 
mile, and establishing prospective licences of 15s. per square mile 
in the case of mineral lands, or lands yielding precious stones, 
were noticed, and passed without objection. 

‘Clause 40, which confers upon the Government the right of re- 
possessing themselves of lands for public purposes without com- 
pensation, except for disturbance or removal of works, was, 
however, considered to require amending by a paragraph setting 
forth that such lands should only be acquired by compulsion on 
“ fair terms.” 

As to the constitution of the Concessions Court, briefly set forth 
in the Bill, it was held to be necessary that commercial interests 
should be represented in the Court. 

On concluding the consideration of the Bill, it was resolved that 
the views of the meeting should be submitted to the African 
Committees of the London and Manchester Chambers. 

Walsall_—An extraordinary general meeting of this Chamber 
was held at the offices, The Bridge, on 25th September last; 
Mr. F. Rathbone presiding in the absence of the President. The 
chief matters dealt with at the meeting were:—The Kailway 
Accommodation Question; The Associated Chambers Meeting ; 
Alleged Defective Water Supply and Fire Appliances; and 
The Chambers’ Examination. 
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XXV.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom in each of the last 
Jifteen years from 1884 to 1898. Forty-sixth Number. (C. 9458.) 
Price 1s. 1d. 

This is the forty-sixth number of this well-known abstract, 
which is issued annually by the Commercial Labour and Statistical 
Departments of the Board of Trade. It gives the usual informa- 
tion with regard to the revenue trade, shipping, agriculture, rail- 
ways, &c., of the United Kingdom for a series of years, the figures 
in each case, except with regard to revenue, being carried down to 
the end of the year 1898. In the case of the revenue the 
information is carried down to the 31st March, 1899. 


2. Statistical Abstract relating to British India from 1888-89 to 
1897-98. Thirty-third Number. (0. 9519.) Price 1s. 6d. 

This is the thirty-third number of the yearly abstract issued by 
the India Office, and is in much the same form as that relating to 
the statistics of the United Kingdom, which is issued annually by 
the Board of Trade. It furnishes information as to the area and 
population of British India, also the agriculture, finances, shipping, 
import and export trades, wages, railways, telegraphs, post offices, 
saving banks, education, customs duties, &c., of that country. 


3. Wayes and Hours of Labour. Board of Trade (Labour 
Department) Report on Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of 
Labour in the United Kingdom in 1898, with Statistical Tables. 
(C. 9434.) Price 1s. 5d. 

This is the sixth annual report of the Labour Department of the 
Board of Trade on changes in rates of wages and hours of labour 
in the United Kingdom. It deals with the changes which took 
place in 1898. In addition to the statistical tables for 1898, 
summary tables are given enabling a comparison to be made of 
the changes which have taken place during each of the past five 

ears. 
In the Report it is stated that the year 1898 was a year of 
active employment, the proportion of unemployed workpeople 
being lower than has been the case for several years. It was, 
therefore, to be expected that it would be a year of rising wages, 
and the statistics given in the present report show that, both as 
regards extent and magnitude, the upward changes recorded far 
surpassed those returned for any of the previous five years for 
which the particulars have been collected. No fewer than 1,015,169 
workpeople were reported as affected by changes of wages in 1898, 
compared with 597,444 in the previous year. Of this number, 
1,003,290 received increases. Even this large total is exclusive 
of agricultural labourers, seamen, and railway servants, with 
regard to whom, for reasons given in the report, the numbers 
affected cannot be exactly stated, though the statistics obtained 
show that wages in these employments shared in the general 
advance of the year. The net result of all changes was an 
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aggregate rise of over 95,0001. per week. During the previous 
year the net increase was 45,0001. per week. 

It is interesting to observe from the preliminary figures relating 
to the changes of the first half of the present year, that so far the 
upward tendency of wages shows no signs of diminishing. Nearly 
a million persons have already had their wages changed in 1899, 
and the net weekly rise in the six months has been over 50,0001. 

The bulk of the increase, recorded both in 1898 and in the 
present year, is accounted for by the general upward movement 
of miners’ wages in the principal coalfields, though there has also 
been a marked increase in the metal, engineering, shipbuilding, 
and building trades. The recent increase of wages in the cotton 
trade belongs to the year 1899. 

While the year 1898 shows so marked an advance of wages, the 
changes in hours of labour have been comparatively insignificant. 
Less than 40,000 persons are reported as having their hours 
altered, the aggregate reduction being computed at about 82,000 
hours per week, compared with over 285,000 in the previous year. 

It is satisfactory to find that in the vast majority of cases the 
readjustment of wages took place without stoppage of work. Of 
all the persons affected in 1898, 95 per cent. appear to have had 
their wages changed without a strike. The proportion would be 
somewhat lowered if the rise in wages received by the South 
Wales coal miners on resuming work after the prolonged strike 
as to the re-establishment of the sliding scale, were ascribed to 
that dispute, but in any case the changes of wages following trade 
disputes, formed but a small fraction of the whole. Closely con- 
nected with this state of things is the fact that in the great 
majority of cases the changes were amicably arranged directly 
between the parties. Thus in the case of 78 per cent. of the 
workpeople affected the changes were the result of direct arrange- 
ment, while in 22 per cent. they were effected by sliding scales, 
wages boards, conciliation, or arbitration. It may be added that 
during the first half of the present year only about 2 per cent. of 
the aggregate rise in wages resulted from strikes. 

A new feature of the present Report is the addition of an 
appendix containing a list of Piece Price Lists, Sliding Scales, and 
Wages Agreements of other kinds reported to the department as 
operative in various districts and trades at the present time. 


4. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1899. General Abstract showing 
the Acreage under crops and the Number and Description of Live 
Stock in each County and Province, 1898-99. (C.9489.) Price 1id. 

This return shows that the total extent under crops in 1899 is 
4,627,273 acres, being, as compared with the extent in 1898, a 
decrease of 77,587 acres or 1°6 per cent. Allowing for the altera- 
tions in County boundaries made by the Local Government Board 
under the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898, there was a 
decrease in the area under crops in Leinster of 38,496 acres or 3-0 
per cent; in Ulster of 14,371 acres or 0°9 per cent.; in Munster 
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of 15,897 acres or 1:3 per cent.; in Connaught of 8,823 acres or 
1-4 per cent. In 1898, the extent returned under grass was 
10,470,119 acres; in 1899 the amount returned is 10,575,003 
acres, being an increase of 104,884 acres; the extent returned 
as follow in 1898 was 16,839 acres, and in 1899, 13,081 acres; 
the extent under woods and plantations was 307,661 acres in 
1898, and 308,800 acres in 1899; and the extent returned under 
“Turf Bog, Marsh, Barren Mountain Land, &c.,” was 4,833,865 
acres in 1898, and 4,809,187 acres in 1899, being a decrease of 
24,678 acres; of the acreage thus returned in 1899, 1,196,208 acres 
have been entered by the enumerators as turf bog, 386,855 acres 
as marsh, and 2,261,046 acres as barren mountain land. 

The returns of live stock show that between 1898 and 1899 there 
has been a decrease of 9,953 in the number of horses and mules. 
Cattle exhibit an increase of 20,323, sheep an increase of 76,525, 
and there has been an increase of 109,399 in the number of pigs. 
Of the 18,232,941 poultry enumerated in 1899, 1,120,464 were 
turkeys, 2,011,286 were geese, 3,014,607 were ducks, and 12,086,584 
were ordinary fowl. 


5. General Report of the Board of Trade in regard to the Share 
and Loan Capital, Traffic in Passengers and Goods and the Working 
Expenditure and Net Profits from Railway Working of the Railway 
Companies of the United Kingdom for the year 1898, (C. 9457.) 
Price 44d. 

This is the annual report published by the Board of Trade which 
sums up the returns as to capital and traffic made to the Board by 
the various railway companies. 

The Report states that the main features brought out by a 
comparison of the Railway Returns for last year with those for 
1897 are similar in many respects to those to which attention was 
directed a year ago in comparing the results for 1897 and 1896. 
There has been again a considerable increase in the traffic and 
receipts of the companies, accompanied by a larger proportionate 
increase in working expenditure than in revenue earned, a fact 
which, coupled with an increase in the amount of the capital itself, 
has, as in 1897, entailed a reduction in the percentage proportion 
of the net earnings to the total capital “paid up.” In concluding the 
report last year it was observed that, notwithstanding the improve- 
ment in theearnings of the companies which had been in progress 
in 1898 up to that time—in spite of the injurious effect on the 
traffic of certain lines of the dispute in the South Wales coal 
trade—it was to be feared that the improvement would be found to 
have been set off by a larger proportionate increase in expenses, 
and that it was doubtful whether the returns for 1898, when 
completed, would present more generally satisfactory results from 
the shareholders’ point of view than those shown by the returns 
for 1897. This expression of opinion has been justified by events. 

Capital_—At the close of last year the total capital of the 
Railway Companies of the United Kingdom returned as “ paid 
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up” amounted to over 1,134 million pounds, an increase of 
nearly 45 millions over the total for 1897. A large portion of 
this apparent increase, however, was merely nominai, being due 
to additions made in the conversion, consolidation, or division of 
stocks, the amount of this nominal increase in fact being slightly 
above 31 millions. The whole amount representing such nominal 
additions included in the 1,134 millions returned as “paid up” 
at the close of 1898, was no less than 1834 millions. 

6. East India (Railways) Administration Report on the Railways 
in India for 1898-99, by A. Brereton, Esq., Director of Railway 
Traffic and Statistics. (C. 9369.) Price 4s. 13d. 

This return gives the detailed statistical account of the railways 
of India in 1898-99. The report states that the total length of 
railways open and sanctioned on the 31st March, 1899, after 
allowing for minor corrections of mileage, was 26 0593 miles, 
being a net increase of 604? miles during the year. The total 
length of railways open to traffic on the same date was 22,491 
miles, being a net increase of 1,334} miles, leaving 3,568} miles 
still under construction or sanctioned. 

The mean mileage worked during the calendar year was 21,475} 
miles, being an increase of 944$ miles over the figures of the 
previous year. The total capital outlay on railways open to traffic 
amounted on the 31st December, 1898, to Rs. 268°09 crores, being 
an increase of Rs. 8:52 crores as compared Ww ith the expenditure 
incurred to the end of the previous year. 

The gross earnings in 1898 amounted to Rs, 27,46,42,349, or 
Rs. 1,86,90,657 more than in the previous year. The working 
expenses amounted to Rs. 13,06,43,525, and absorbed 47°56 per 
cent. of the gross earnings against 48°88 per cent. in 1897. The 
net earnings amounted to Rs. 14,39,98,824, being an increase of 
Rs. 1,31,58,763. 

The statistical return on the capital expenditure, as entered in 
rupees in the books in India, was 5°37 per cent. against 5-04 per 
cent. in the previous year. After allowing for minor corrections of 
mileage, the total length of railways open for traffic on the 31st 
March, 1899, was :— 


Standard Metre pecial 
gauge. gauge. gauge. | Total 
| Miles. | Miles. Miles, Miles. 
State lines worked by companies ...| 4,1903 6,8874 11,078} 
State lines worked by the State ...| 4,893} 644 283 5,566 
Lines worked by guaranteed com- 
panies see wee | 2,588 2,588 
Assisted companies ... 6434 2853 172} 1,101} 
Lines owned by native states and 
worked by companies... 6303 188} 1023 92123 
Lines owned by native states and 
worked by state railway agency.. 124 -- 224 146} 
Lines owned and worked af native 
states 922 944 1,016} 
Foreign lines... oes wes 734 73} 
Total to the end of March, 1899... | 13,070} | 9,0003 420 22,491 
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7. Banking Railway and Shipping Statistics, Ireland, June, 1899. 
(0. 9477.) Price 2d. 

This is a half-yearly return prepared under the direction of the 
Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives statistics of deposits and 
cash balances in joint stock banks, deposits in Post Office Savings 
Banks and trustee savings banks; amount of the Government 
funds, India stocks, and guaranteed land stock, and bank note 
circulation in Ireland, June, 1899; weekly traffic receipts of Irish 
railways for the first twenty-six weeks of each of the years 
1898-99, and the aggregate receipts for the first six months of 
each of the years 1898-99; also tonnage of vessels entered and 
cleared in the ports of Ireland during the years 1388-98. 

From the present report it appears that the deposits and cash 
balances in Joint Stock Banks in the middle of the year, which, 
comparing June with June, had, with the exception of a slight 
decrease in June, 1897, gradually increased from 29,228,000I. in 
June, 1886, to 38,973,000/. in the middle of 1898, amounted on 
the 30th June last to 39,840,000/., being the highest amount (for 
June) of which there is a record and 867,000/. in excess of that 
for June, 1898. 

The balances of deposits in Savings Banks consist of two groups, 
those in Post Office Savings Banks, and those in Trustee Savings 
Banks. At the end of June of this year, the estimated amount in 
the Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland stood at 7,545,0001., as 
compared with 6,957,0001. for the corresponding period of 1898, 
showing an increase of 588,0001., following an increase over in 
each of the preceding five (July-June) years. 

The amount of deposits in Trustee Savings Banks shows an 
increase of 58,0001. in June, 1899, as compared with the amount 
on the corresponding date, 1898, which amount was the highest 
for June in any of the twenty years 1879-98. This increase brings 
the amount in these banks up to 2,307,000/., which is 451,0001. 
above the amount ({1,856,000/.) for June, 1893, which was the 
lowest balance for June in any of the last twenty-one years. 


8. Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. Return of all British Ships 
ordered by the Board of Trade or its offices during the period from 
lst July, 1898, to 30th June, 1899, to be provisionally detained 
as unsafe and of all Foreign Ships ordered to be provisionally 
detained during the same period. (C. 9427.) Price 4d. 

This is an annual return prepared by the Marine Department of 
the Board of Trade. The particulars of each ship, which was 
provisionally detained during the year 1898-99, are given in detail, 
and summary statements are also given showing the total number 
of ships reported as defective and of those reported as overladen or 
improperly laden since the commencement of the working of the 
Acts in October, 1876, distinguishing steam vessels and sailing 
vessels and wood and iron vessels. 

The present return is stated to be in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper C. 8947. 


| 
| 
| 
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9. General Report to the Board of Trade upon the accidents that 
have occurred on the railways of the United Kingdom during the year 
1898. (C. 9485.) Price 33d. 


This is an annual return prepared by the Railway Department 
of the Board of Trade. In the introductory statement it is stated 
that the report is founded on returns made by the railway com- 
panies under the Regulation of Railways Act (34 and 35 Vict. c. 
78, s. 6), and on reports upon certain accidents made after inquiry by 
Officers of the Department. 


Total killed and injured from all causes in the working of railways. 

The following table shows the number of persons reported to the 
Board of Trade as having been killed and injured from all causes 
in the working of railways during the year. 

It must be remembered that under the head of injuries, in the 
case of passengers, all injuries, however slight, are included; 
while in the case of servants of the companies only those accidents 
which prevent the servant injured from being employed for five 
hours on his ordinary work on any one of the three working days 
next after the accident are required to be reported. 


— Killed. | Injured. 


PASSENGERS : 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent 25 632 
way, &c. 
~ By accidents from other causes, including accidents 128 1,238 
from their own want of caution or misconduct, 
SERVANTS OF COMPANIES OR CONTRACTORS* : 
From accidents to trains, rolling stuck, permanent 16 110 
way, «ec. 
By accidents from other causes, including accidents 488. 4,039 


from tteir own want of caution or misconduct. 
QTHER PERSONS: 


From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent 2 3 
way, &c. 

Whilst psssing over railways at level-crossings ... 64 27 
Suicides and persons attempting suicide... = 126 17 
Persons on business at stations and sidings ... ove 43 109 
Miscellaneous, not included in any of the above ... ll 21 

Total ... ove in 1,179 6,343 


* Of contractors’ servants 14 were killed and 32 injured. 


In addition to the above, the companies have returned 20 persons 
killed and 9,748 injured from accidents that occurred on their 
premises, but which were not connected with the movement of 
railway vehicles. Thus the total number of personal accidents 
reported to the Board of Trade by the Railway Companies during 
the twelve months amounts to 1,259 persons killed and 16,091 
injured. 
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Proportion of Passengers killed and injured from all Causes in the 
working of Railways, 

The total number of passenger-journeys, exclusive of journeys 
by season-ticket holders, was 1,062,911,116 for the year 1898, or 
$2,490,915 more that in the previous year. Calculated on these 
figures, the proportions of passengers killed and injured during the 
year 1898 were 1 in 6,947,131 killed, and 1 in 568,402 injured. 
In 1897, the proportions were 1 in 7,747,520 killed, and 1 in 
628,688 injured. 


XXVI.—-POST OFFICE NOTICES. 
Malis To AUSTRALASIA, 


Revised notice concerning despatch of mails from London for 
Australia, New Zealand and Fiji up to the end of December, 1899, 
in place of Notice, No. 15, published on the 28th March, 1899 :— 


Destination. 


Route. 


Despatched from London. 


Victoria, New South Wales 
Queensland, South Aus- 
tralia and Tasmania 


Western Australia tee 
New Zealand and Fiji* ... 


Parcel Mails for all the 
above mentioned Colo- 
nies, except New Zea- 
land 


Parcel Mails for New Zea- 
land 


Via Brindisi (or Naples)... 
Via San Francisco. (For 
letters, &c., specially ad- 
essed to go by that 
route.) 

Via Vancouver. (For let- 
ters, &c., specially ad- 
dressed to go by that 
route.) 


Via Brindisi (or Naples)... 
Via San Francisco 


Via Brindisi (or Naples)... 


Direct from the Thames... 


Direct from the Thames... 


Every Friday evening. 

On same dates as to New 
Zealand vii San Fran- 
cisco, 


Saturday afternoon— 
November 4th, Decem- 
ber 2nd and 30th. 


Every Friday evening. 


Saturday afternoon— 
October 21st, November 
18th, December 16th. 
Friday evening— 
October 27th, November 
8rd and 24th, Decem- 
ber Ist, 22nd and 29th 


Every Thursday morning. 


Wednesday morning— 
October 25th, November 
8th and 22nd, Decem- 
ber 6th and 20th 


> for New Zealand and Fiji posted in the week in which there 


will be a 


il from London going via San Francisco, and also in the previous week, 


will be forwarded in that Mail ; but correspondence posted up to the evening of 
the first or second Friday following a despatch via San Francisco will gain by 
being forwarded via Italy. The Post Office will in each case send the letters, &c., 
by the best route ; and there will be no occasion to superscribe them specially as 
to route ; but of course any letters which may be specially superscribed will be 
forwarded by the route selected. 


| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
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XXVII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForrIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
Srarement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
_Unitep Kryepom during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th 
September, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 
1898. 
30TH SEPTEMBER. 
I. Imports rrom Countries AND BritisH PossEssions. 
Month ended : 
1899. | 1898, 


£ 
I. Animals, living 6 (for food) ... aoe 780,528 778,087 2,441 
IL (A) Articles of food and drink, 
duty free eee [18,454,951 |12,187,428 | 1,267,523 — 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and " drink, 
dutiable 2,575,331 | 2,668,844)  — 93,513 


- Tobacco, dutiable | 858,459 | 359.219 | 494,240 
III, Metals .. 2,224,887 | 1,568,331 | 656,506 _ 
Chemicals, dyestutts ‘and “tanning 
substances 852,366 317,426 34,940 
V. Oils 814,577 813,115 1,462 _ 


VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
2,750,820 | 2,617,136 | 138,684 _ 


factures 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. 5,826,760 | 5,706,649 120,111 
VIII. Manufactured articles: | 7,683,703 | 7,194,689 | 489,014 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles...  ... 1,822,978 | 1,261,991 60,987 _ 
(B.) Parcel post ... 80,769 84,573 3,804 


Total value ... «+. [38,721,079 |35,557,488 | 3,163,591 


Il. Exrorts or British anp Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 

Animals, living 88,516 80,970 7,546 
II. Articles food and drink | 1,881,186 | 1,293,639 87,497 

III. Raw materials 2,837,692 | 2,180,796 | 156,896 os 


IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

(A.) Yarns and "textile fabrics... 8,377,812 | 7,668,346 | 708,966 _ 

(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (exce eninny) 8,601,532 | 2,567,238 | 1,034,294 _ 

(C.) Machinery and millwork _... | 1,550,518 | 1,638,236 — 87,718 

tish) | 819,249 819,249 


930,342 | 876,336 54,006 _ 
(F) ch ) Chemicals “and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... ; 692,482 | 672,238 20,244 — 
(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- | 
factured or partly manufactured | 2,894,704 | 2,790,342 | 104,362 — 
201,824 | 176,944 24,380 


Total value... 19,945,085 | 2,429,722% 


Exports or Forrign anp Propvuce. 


£ £ 
Total value ... 4,660,557 a 


£ | £ 
954,268 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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I.—ForeEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED Kinapom—continued. 


Monras 30rH Serremper. 
_ I. Imports rrom Countries Britisu Possessions. 


Nine months ended 
30th 


September, 
_— Increase, | Decrease 
1899, 1898. 
£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living (for food) ... ...| 7,543,551 | 8,083,601 540,050 
Articles of food and drink, duty 
1,559,890 
rie Articles ‘of food drink, 
dutiable (18,063,542 118,657,332 ~ 593,790 
Tobacco, dutiable ... 4,023,800 | 2,755,916 | 1,267,384 
III. Metals ... ++|21,032,399 |76,190,794 | 4,841,605 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, ‘tanning 
substances... 4,067,652 | 4,383,530 | 184,122 - 
V. Oils 7,159,126 | 6,220,912 | 938,214 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 


tures [47,138,638 |50,140,819 8,002,181 
VII. Raw materials ‘for sundry industries 
and manufactures ... ae «+-|41,868,115 |38,563,973 | 2,799,142 


VIII. Manufactured articles 68,721,883 165,365,829 | 3,355,504 
IX, (A.) Miscellaneous articles ... 110,405,913 | 764,029 
Parcel post 878,104 | 2,027500|  — 149,396 


Total value... |  — 


II. Exports or BritisH anp Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ z £ £ 

I. Animals, living ove ...{ 781,190 | 810,118 78,928 
II, Articles of food and drink ... 3,790,890 | 8,622,940 167,950 
III. Raw materials .. |15,083,121 | 4,302,188 


IV, Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics... 74,540,211 |70,703,417 | 3,836,794 — 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)|28,447,291 |24,458 624 | 3,988,667 — 
(C.) Machinery and millwork —_‘..|14,482,810 |23,329,447 | 1,163,363 

(D.) Ships, new (not registered as’ 
British) 6,289,732 6,289,732 

(B) 4 Apparel and articles of ‘personal 
--| 7,812,924 | 7,194,363 | 118,561 _ 

‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... «+-| 6,710,376 | 6,313,356 | 397,020 
(G.) All other sage either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured .. Tresen 24,743 661 | 1,138,188 _ 
(H.) Parcel post 1,778,615 | 1,480,111 | 298,504 


Total value 


| 
196,851,194 172,729,158 21,622,009 es 


III. Exports or ForricN anp CoLontat Propuce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value... 48,668,295 145,454,400 | 3,208,895, — 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


[ Oct, 1899. 


Return of the Quantities soLD and AveraGE Prices oF Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat, Barley. Oats, 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus, 
Week ended 2nd Sept., 1899 ooo «| 47,572 3 6,709 5 15,958 7 
67,996 1 17,408 4 16,195 0 
ove 80,281 1 83,143 7 19,291 6 
85,104 1 77,678 6 22,128 0 
0th , 79,612 4 97,917 7 23,198 0 
Sept, 1899 ... ane 360,566 2 | 232,858 96,766 5 
Corresponding month in 1898 eee 204,566 7 97,796 0 47,213 4 
” ” 1897 wee 291,784 5 | 112,711 4 47,757 4 
Average Prices, 
@. 
Week ended 2nd Sept., 1899 a a 2 0 25 10 16 6g 
ase 25 26 16 6 
ith. « 25 16 2 
” 30th =, ” ove 2 6 26 IL 16 5 
Sept., 1899 ... ooo 2 8 26 «8 16 4 
August, 24 8 24 #1 17 6 
July ” eee eee eee 25 5 22 1 18 0 
June ove 25 23 10 18 
May 25 3 23 11 68 
April eos 24 8 25 6 17 
March ooo ete o 25 26 «66 1 il 
February 2 26 11 16 
January 26 11 28 17 0 
December, 1898 ... oe 27 2 28 «5 17 
November 28 1 28 iy @ 
October 26 «6 27. 1 6 
» 1897 te 33 7 27 16 il 
n 1896 ooo oe 23 24 0 14 #1 
» 1895 sos 22 10 24 13 


} 
| 
NN 


| 
Oct. 1899.] STATISTICAL TABLES. 497 


1899. 


Retcrn of the Numsers, Nationauities, and Destinations of the 
PassEnGeRS that left the Unirep Kinapom for Ptaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 30th September, 1899, and the 
nine Months ended 30th September, 1899, compared with the 


corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of G All 
1898. 
Month ended 30th September, 1899. 


English ... «| 7,647 | 1,647 | 1,869 | 1,174 | 1,109 | 12,946 | 12,122 
Scotch ... «| 1,558 212 | 196 386 | 323 | 2,705 | 2,216 


Irish 108 | 206 163 | 107 | 6,535 5,710 
Total of British 
origin...  ...| 15156 | 1,997 | 1,771 | 1,723 | 1,589 | 22186 | 20,098 
Foreigners... ... | 10,441 | 1,806 89 49 | 221 | 12,551 8,156 i 
Nationalities not i 
distinguished ...| 241 20 2 ~ 329 592 435 { 
Total ... ...| 25,888 | 3,323 | 1,862 | 2,217 | 2,089 | 85,329 | 28,689 i 
Total for corre- 
sponding i 18,835 | 3,349 | 1,586 | 2,754 | 2,165 | 28689 | — ; 
month, 1898 


Nine Months ended 30th September, 1899. 


English ... ... | 36,401 | 12,482 | 6,804 | 8,660 | 5,904 | 69,751 | 68,572 
Scotch ... «| 6813 | 1,534 | 878 | 2630 | 1,269 | 18,024 | 11,987 
Trish —as 795 | 813 | 1,078 | 454 | 36,764 | 28,577 


Total of British 
origin ... «. | 76,838 14,811 7,995 12,268 7,627 | 119,539 109,136 


Foreigners... ... | 50,900 | 13,769 | 423 | 3,902 | 1,218 | 70,207 | 46,964 


Nationalities not 


distinguished ...| 739 98 4 — | 2059 | 2,900 | 2500 
Total ... w. | 128,477 28,678 8,422 16,170 | 10,899 | 192,646 158,600 
r Total for corre- 
sponding 98,130 | 23,440 | 7,788 | 18,441 | 10,801 |158,600 | — 
months, 1898 


Note.—The above being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 


month, are subject to correction in the Annual 


| 
| 
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IV.— ALIEN IMMIGRATION—SEPTEMBER, 1899. 

Return of the Numper of Atiens that arrived from the Continenr at Ports +¢ in the 
Unirep Kixepom during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

(Compiled from the Axien Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Haz Gothenburg, | 

burg, | Rotterdam, | Qpristiania, Other | 

Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | ‘Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. Christiansand.| Ports. | 


1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898, | 1899, | 1608 | 1899, | 1898, 
| 


Month ended 30th September. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out of the United 


Arrived at London ...|_ 960} 1,193, G12) 623,255,228], 616, 2,443] 9,599 
‘Tyne Ports 33. 45, 43}. tel] 270, «606 


Total ... ...| 1,352} 1,801] 849/800, 768| 705] 1,708 1,263] $5,617] $5,171 
Aliens en route to America 


United Kingdom: 

Arrived at Grimsby __... 14 99} 09] ... 214, 261! 1,553] 1,888 

” Hartlepool, } 7 
94) 164) "13 6 933! 3,370) 2,987 
” Other ports...) ... 15 22 76 927; 642) 1,018) 719 
Total ...  ...| 108; 187) 2,867, 2,950 2,879 1,857) 5,984] 4,445 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other | |. 1,460 


Eimedoms* of the United ) 


1,988 979 951) 3,635) 2,852 910 705; 4,587; 3,120) £11,601) 29,616 


Nine months ended 30th September. 


:* 
Total No.... | 16,336, 6,345) 4,726) 5,424) 5,093) 7,798 6,243) 13,204) 9,841 $49,107. $40,734 
Aliens en route to America | 

| 

| 


to ica or other } 
out of the United | 


or other places out of the 
‘otal No... 1,345} 3,632} 3,063) 1,211) 13,982; 10,574 


20,582) 10,858! 38,972, 26,275 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be | 
en route to America or other | | 17681) 18,463] 9,408) 5,937) 19,406) 15,667) 7,798 6,243| 33,786] 20,699) $88,079, $67,009 


of the United | 
| 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other om out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “‘ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” ix due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
From Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 188, 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 

¢ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Granton, Greenock, 4 Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesb: 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists receiv 


from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of seilors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United ——— in the month of September, 1899, was 1,068, and 918 in the same month of 1898 ; in the nine months 
ended September, 1899, the number was 9,945, and in the same months of 1898 the number was 9,233. 


{ 
| 
Aliens not stated_to be en | | | | | | 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Numper of Recervinc Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 


Nine Months 
September. ended September. 
1899, 1898, 1899, 1898. 
No. No. No. No. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Builders eo eee eve 27 20 237 168 
Publicans and hotel keepers, 23 23 233 192 
Grocers, &c. 16 22 215 232 
Bakers vee mi 8 11 88 109 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 4 9 76 104 
Tailors, &c. ... sab ia. 6 10 73 71 
Decorators, painters, ‘plumbers, 11 68 72 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. onc, ae 9 5 68 67 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. 4 6 50 73 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers... ss 4 4 45 37 
Engineers and founders, dc. ws 2 3 42 19 
Agents, commission and general... ... 5 2 41 55 
Clerks, commercial and general .. 8 4 39 51 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, “silver: 
smiths, &c. oe 5 3 36 29 
Fishmongers, poulterers, 2 5 34 43 
Travellers, commercial, &c. 2 2 29 29 
Generaldealers .. 4 2 29 17 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hhautiers ase 1 1 29 19 
Auctioneers .. see and 3 3 28 27 
Carpenters and j joiners ae - 5 3 28 22 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers... 4 6 28 29 
Provision merchants, 3 2 28 22 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 3 4 27 28 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers 2 2 25 31 
Solicitors... 2 2 22 31 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &e, .. ae das 2 1 22 16 
Printers and "publishers 1 Z 22 19 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors 38 21 18 
Gardeners, florists, &c, ... - 2 19 17 
Architects and surveyors ... - _ 19 8 
Restaurant, — and eating-house keepers «. 3 1 18 23 
Merchants ... vee ove eos 2 2 18 19 
Millers one 8 2 18 17 
Lodging-house keepers... 18 14 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 1 2 17 14 
Furniture dealers and makers 3 3 16 29 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers coe eee - 5 16 32 
Saddlers and harness makers... 3 16 21 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. wee 1 3 16 26 
Directors and promoters of public companies . 2 2 16 21 
Carriage, &c., builders .. 4 16 12 
Clothiers, outfitters, 4 3 15 18 
Troumongers... ne “te 1 2 13 23 
Timber merchants and wooddealers ...  ... 1 3 13 15 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... 4 13 9 


| | 
i 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
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ENGLAND AND WALEs—continued. 


Nine Months 
Beptember. | ended September, 
1899, | 1898, 1899. | 1898, 

in principal trades and occupa-| No No, No. No, 
ns—cont 

Chine g an earthenware, dealers ... 21 

Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 2 2 12 14 

Hosiers, glovers, &c, 3 12 14 

Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants ll 15 

Doctors of medicine, physicians, ... ... 1 3 19 

Woollen merchants and manufacturers... 3 17 

Stone, marble and monumental masons, &e, °.. 1 1 11 8 

Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... ooo ove 2 2 ll 13 

Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses_ ... 1 2 10 15 

Hairdressers ... 2 2 9 14 

Cattle and pigdealers .., 8 8 il 

Stationers i 1 6 1? 

stock and share .. 1 5 ll 

Cotton spinners and manufacturers... 2 5 


VI.—Exrort oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREaT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of Animas exported from IreLanp to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th 
September, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1898. 


Nine Months 
September. | ended September. 


1899, | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 


No. No. No. 
Cattle ove ooo 75,524 | 73,397 | 478,989) 482,683 
Sheep ooo ove soo 125, 485 | 123,416 | 735,060) 678,892 
4,244 | 8,401 | 82,107) 30,136 
Mules or Jennets .. oo oon sep oe sn 2 2 21 26 
Asses 245 132 2,860) 2,209 


Total... 256,918 | 227,749 |1,683,168|1,571,791 


No. 


q 
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VII.—FisHERY Sratistics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
StratEMENT of the Tora Quantity and of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Enciish and We.sn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th 
September, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1898. 
Nine Months ended 
September. September. 
1899. | 1898, 1899. | 1898. 
Quantity. 
8. Cwts. ts. 
1,697 1,613 14,873 14,378 
Prime fish not separately distinguished oe 3,786 2,606 85,627 24,700 
Total prime fish .., 16,433 17,546 158,988 151,477 
Haddock ose a 985 234,947 1,978,337 1,949,335 
Halibut ... 13,047 11,719 108,492 94,483 
Herrings ooo ,700 302,644 716,071 | 
Mack 7,600 17,884 419,295 345,671 
Pilchards 24,767 7,300 43,162 57,345 
Plaice 53,846 64,473 557,840 538,654 
vee, ond 90,567 95,931 850,254 855,540 
Total .., is 809,107 860,682 || 5,377,504 | 5,465,526 | 
Shell fish :— No. 0. No. No. i 
Crabs 149,385 || 4,631,783 | 5,356,208 i 
Lobsters... 7,088 74,780 752,828 784,235 il 
Oysters 8,515,000 | 3,672,000 |] 25,015,000 | 21,737,000 
ts. Cwts. Cwts. 
57,649 49,680 2,242 369,840 
£ 
4,926 4,739 42,117 40,915 
. Prime fish not separately distinguished ‘a 10,331 7, 97,485 64,932 
Total prime fish... Le 85,141 | 91,373 || 760,610 | 745,727 
Cod. 29,252 26,278 14 275,091 
Haddock 99,123 || 1,211,392 | 1,135,355 
Halibut 22,418 20,856 176,521 159,911 
Mackerel 13,225 235,523 240,872 
Pilchards ‘er. 6,329 5, 10,714 11,805 
n te’ i i ex shell ti 
06,900 | 66,95 || 13,602 | 587,100 
Total... | 493,989 |] 4,416,242 | 4,207,459 
Shell fish :— | 
3,525 3,415 30,802 33,770 i 
Other shell 18,618 | 14,698 |] 104, 105,383 
Total... 84089 | 83,656 || 282,006 269,709 
Total value of fishlanded ... ... ...| 620,053 | 527,633 || 4,698,248 | 4,577,168 
Notr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given ' 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—Fisnery Statistics.—Scor.ann. 


Srarement of the Toran Quantity and Vatve of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Nine Months ended 
ay September. September. 
1899. | 1898. 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY 
- Cwts. Cwts. | Owts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 2,448 1,716 || 17,635 13,757 
404 520 || 5,696 4,858 
605 285 12,658 12,295 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill = 9,344 7,859 71,730 52,453 
Haddock 74,918 70,668 553,003 528,447 
Herrings 144,382 3,097,337 | $,583,908 
i 4,804 146,12 104,549 
Saith (Coal Fish) : | 368 | 3,187 93,231 98,464 
23025 21253 73,678 55,719 
Trek 246 129 10,242 85102 
Whiting... exocst shai 4,661 4,146 41,702 28,763 
not separately distinguished, except she’ 
276,428 || 4,629,503 | 6,034,970 
Shell fish :— “No. No. No. No. 
141,498 || 2,590,834 | 3,229,655 
Cwts. ts. Cwts. 
423 | 465 8,608 7,895 
Other shell fish 3,243 | 3,858 46,247 47,538 
VaLuE 
Soles xanga Soles) ... 5,469 $,232 35,650 28,006 
1,394 1,523 14,724 12,674 
God 13,516 11,575 178,358 168,188 
Conger) ... 6,516 
Briii 10,708 9,073 75.423 56,859 
Haddock’ 41,550 38,898 327,788 294,508 
Halibut oon 1 
errings) 171,767 25,777 || 1,115,272 923,814 
1,026 3,1 23 32,644 
336 11,029 10,141 
543 550 | 17,678 17,775 
ond 47 12 | 1,962 1,352 
Whiting distinguished” exoczt 2,338 1,921 23,034 15,675 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
904 13,003 | 10,033 
Shell fish :— 
853 1,202 rie 
6,017 
Other shell fish 1,095 1,275 12/729 12,265 
Total 6,181 6,520 63,666 60,330 
Totalvalueoffishlanded ... 260,706 99,592 || 1,960,918 | 1,672,270 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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IX.—FisHERY STATISTICS. —IRELAND. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Nine Months ended { 
September. September. i 
1899. 1898, 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts Cwts. ts. 
310 2,471 2,595 
Turbot 176 200 1,143 1,516 
Total prime fish eos 535 510 3,614 4,110 
1,355 26,204 42,156 
Haddock 1,370 1/503 11,966 15,017 
Hake .., 23019 7;288 6,20 18,861 
Herrings oe 53,234 34,355 111,195 106,000 
5 949 14,773 16,352 
Whiting 13351 1,528 8,073 8,479 
not separately tinguish excep’ 
Total ... pom 146,974 84,720 700,906 669,475 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
31,300 || 1,384,100 148,633 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish ... ooo soo 1,258 1,625 18,554 15,315 
VALUE 
£ £ £ 
761 685 13,536 15,995 
Mackerel eee eee ose 36,166 8,410 143,036 111,368 
218 66 264 133 
not se tely distinguished, except 
‘ 
Total ... 5,835 28,886 |] 249,063 | 220,708 
Shell fish :— 
225 388 2,426 2,550 
1,558 12,449 10,869 
“Total value of fish landed... ... ...| 56,648 24,846 261,512 | 231,572 


Nore—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


| 
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X.—Corron ReEturNs.—SEPTEMBER, 1899. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


[ Oct, 1899. 


Return of the Numper of Bares of Corron Imporrep and Exporrzp, 
ForwarpDED from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RetTurnep to 
Ports during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September, 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Month of Nine Months ended 
September. 30th September. 
1899. 1898. 1899, 1898. 
American ae nee 72,769 72,488 1,859,776 2,177,105 
Brazilian 8 1,632 18,992 
East Indian... ove 16.292 4,482 78,501 50,276 
Egyptian eee ooo 9,917 8,882 282,737 252,859 
i eous ... ie 6,650 8,083 45,92 46,938 
Total... = 105,628 93,943 2,263,574 2,546,170 
EXPORTS. 
American 17,219 13,984 302,670 205,634 
Brazilian... one 500 510 980 2,693 
East Indian ...  ... 9,231 4,617 55,791 29,642 
Egyptian 5,625 2,064 69,703 67,359 
Miscellaneous ... ove 928 107 5,687 9,510 
33,503 21,282 439,831 314,838 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 189,079 214,348 1,992,7C8 2,040,544 
Brazilian ... 8,332 3,942 17,321 19,600 
East Indian obo ood 1,261 1,674 13,418 19,660 
Egyptian 14,112 15,775 208,374 210,719 
Miscellaneous ... wee 7,905 7,402 59,118 64,614 
Total = a 215,689 243,141 2,290,939 2,355,137 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 

American 404 418 8,024 3,467 

ee ae 10 20 148 403 
414 438 3,172 3,870 


| 
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XI.—PERIODICAL RETURNS OF IMPORTS AND EXPorRTs. 


Sratement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note-—Par Vatuss: Franc =9;5d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; Lira = 9-{5d.; 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Lew = 9,8,d. ; L. Egyptian = ll. 0s. 6}d. ; 


Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
I.—Imports. 
Aggregate for Period of the 
Value for the Month. Year, including latest Month. 
Name of Country. | wonth. 
1899. 1898. 1899. 1898. 


France. Aug. .., 315,404,000 | 355,985,000 |} 2,823,633,000 | 3,121,905,000 


Portugal ... ...| April ...| Milreis... 6,322,000 4,049,000 17,939,000 14,371,000 
Italy we | Auge ...| Lire... 117,121,000 99,444,000 948,331,000 | 952,641,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Aug. ...| Gulden ... 61,518,000 | 62,984,000 || 523,774,000 | 568,618,000 
Bulgaria... ...| June Lew ... 4,484,000 5,011,000 33,371,000 33,593,000 
Egypt... .» «| June .,.) LE. ... 748,000 777,000 4,998,000 $4,956,000 
United States «.| Aug. ...| Dollars 66,765,000 $9,677,000 515,287,000 | 426,923,000 
Mexico*+ ... o.| May ... ” 4,949,000 3,812,000 45,319,000 89,887,000 
British Indiat July” ...| Rupees... 5,23,80,063 4,78,53,792 || 22,74,08,465 | 20,43,48,627 


II.—Exports. 


France... Aug. ...| Frs. ... 296,233,000 | 316,205,000 || 2,506,209,000 | 2,269,758,000 
Portugal ... April ...| Milreis 2,515,000 | 2,444,000 || 9,745,000} —_9,101,000 
Italy Aug. Lire... 83,866,000 | 74,856,000 || 801,743,000 | 755,659,000 
Austria-Hungary ... Aug. ...| Gulden... 77,663,000 | 64,702,000 || 588,890,000 | 495,205,000 
Bulgaria... ...| June ...| Lew ... 4,214,000] || 28,275,000 | 33,824,000 
Egypt... ... June ... 903,000 838,000 || 7,058,000| 6,381,000 
United States ...| Aug. ...| Dollars 104,629,000 | 84,566,000 || 792,576,000 | 778,632,000 
Mexico*+ ... ..| May 12,849,000 | 10,343,000 || 126,249,000 | 116,060,000 


British Indiat ...| July _...| Rupees... 9,73,86,326 9,62,28,911 || 36,83,89,739 | 39,44,08,476 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nore.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case ot 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general.” 
ses Special”? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* Including bullion and specie. 

+ The values of the imports are stated in gt and those of exports in silver. The aggregate 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist 

+ The aggregate Aigures are for the financial year commencing lst April. 
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XII.—Foreien TraveE or British Inp1a. 


Oct. 1899, 


Imports INTO British INDIA FROM FOREIGN CoUNTRIES. 


Four months, Ist April 
to 81st July. 
Increase. Decrease, 
1898, 1899. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... 3,96,556 3,69,764 ove 26,792 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
ager... ai 89,11,017 77 42,985 ove 11,68,032 
. Other articles... 1,43,07,773 1,56,92,917 13,85,144 Pe 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware)... 47,58,865 53,23,395 5,64,530 ‘nil 
Metals... a 1,77,29,622 1,49,21,324 ond 28,08,298 
Machinery and millwork ... | 1,04,10,801 96,96,040 ace 7,14,761 
end and rolling- 
than Govern- 
nad 67,34,947 1,25,93,254 58,58,307 
Iv.—Chemicals, drugs, 
and narcotics, dyeing and and tan ae 
ning materials 58,91,757 65,87,020 6,95,263 AS 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 1,09,29,573 95,07,708 14,21,865 
Other oils 12,42,793 8,54,834 * 3,87,959 
ViI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
articles 81,33,297 99,44,783 18,11,486 
VIl.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn 95,28,115 84,00,562 11,27,553 
Cotton piece goods 7,47,16,280 8,98,40,065 1,51,23,785 
Other articles 3,06,57,231 | 3,59,33,814 52,76,583 
Total of all Imports . 20,43,48,627 | 22,74,08,465 2,30,59,838 
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Trade or British Inpla—continued. - 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BrirTIsH 
Inp1a TO ForEIGN CouNTRIES. 


Four months, lst April 


to 3lst July. 
Increase, Decrease. 
1898. 1899, 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... 5,36,303 5,79,362 43,059 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice 5,44,43,148 | 4,57,16,309 87,26,839 
| 
| 
Wheat ... 7,67,16,884 3,34,02,260 ag 4,33,14,624 
Tea 1,36,22,808 | 1,82,01,476 45,78,668 ve 
Other articles... 1,26,24,357 1,78,55,050 52,30,693 _ 
IJ.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 3,93,680 8,05,316 4,11,636 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... 1,87,92,566 | 2,59,15,780 71,238,214 
Indigo ... 40,93,590 82,08,757 8,89,833 
Other articles... 41,17,316 45,30,287 4,12,971 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— ‘ 
Cotton... ... 5,10,04,144 4,49,93,519 60,10,625 
82,22,239 97,88,392 15,66,153 
Oilseeds 4,55,36,229 4,86,00,692 30,641,463 
Other articles.., 3,19,37,109 3,55,55,979 36,18,870 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn... ... 2,08,00,279 2,54,37,968 46,37,689 
Cotton piece goods ... 30,58,666 41,10,500 10,51,834 
Other articles... ose 3,63,02,179 3,72,93,345 9,91,166 
Total cf all Exports ... | 38,46,68,249 | 35,86,39,883 4 2,60,28,266 
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XXVIII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus (Agriculture—1898) ... ooo} 1d. 
2199 France (1897) 2d. 
2200 Brazil (Finances in 1898)... | 
2201 Denmark but (1897) one 
2202 Khorassan__... oes (1897-98) ld. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah ... (1897) see oo | Lhd. 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) ove eee 2d. 
2205 Hawaiian Islands (1897) ooo | 
2206 New Orleans ... (1898) 2d. 
2207 Servia (1897-8) 1}d, 
2208 Yucatan (1898) ld. 
2209 Havre eee eee ” ) eee eee 24d. 
2210 Texas eee eee ” ) eee eee 24d. 
2211 Ancona 4d, 
2212 Ghent ‘ ld. 
2213 | France C » ) 2d. 
2214 Patras 1d. 
2215 Ningpo ld. 
2216 Corunna ove 4d. 
2217 Jerusalem and Jaffa we 1d. 
2218 Beira ase 1d. 
2219 | Argentine Republic 2d. 
2220 Charlestown eee eee C ” ) . ee 2d. 
2221 | Mozambique and Quilimane C ») 1d. 
2222 Cherbourg eee eee ” ) eee 2d. 
2224 La Kochelle 13d. 
2226 Poland and Lithuania ... re | 4hd. 
2227 Belgium a ooo 4d. 
2228 | Pakhoi C » ) ld. 
2229 | Panama C » nm 
2230 Trebizond coe] 13d. 
2232 Valparaiso | ote 
2233 | Erzeroum ‘ ‘ C» 
2234 | Calais Cn 2d. 
2235 Louren¢o Marques wos 2d. 
2236 Brest ld. 
2237 Baltimore 24d. 
2238 Swatow 2 ld. 
2240 Bilbao CF 23d, 
2241 Leghorn ca? on 440, 
2242 Samshui ip ‘ ld. 
2243 | Foochow 1d. 
2244 Curagoa » oo 2d. 
2245 Spain ove 3d. 
2246 | Guayaquil... C») 1d. 
2247 Suakin ove ose ld, 
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List oF AND CONSULAR REPORTS—ANNUAL 


SERIES.— continued. 
No. Place. Price. 
2248 Wuchow (1898) 6d. 
2250 Bordeaux eee ” ) see eee 3d. 
2251 Pondicherry and Karikal ove 1d. 
2252 Cyclades eve ase 1d. 
2253 Java... » aoe | ge. 
2255 Odessa C » ) «| 
2256 New York eee eee ( ” eee 
2257 Galveston (1899) 1d. 
2258 Shashih ane 1d. 
2259 Dunkirk » ) 
2261 Sardinia (1898) ass ld. 
2262 Aleppo des Can 1d. 
2263 Hamburg .. 4d. 
2266 | Amsterdam . » ) 
2267 Tonga C » ) 3d. 
2269 Tonian Isles eee eee ” ) aoe eee 2d. 
2271 Switzerland ... (1897-98) | 130. 
2273 Tripoli re 1d. 
2274 Elba Island ... bes 1d. 
2278 Canary Islands Cw) 1d. 
2279 Tunis (1898-99) | 430. 
2280 Ichang (1898) 1d. 
2281 Amoy ose eee ( ” ) eee 13d. 
2282 Bahia eee eee (1896-97-98) eee eee 1 dd. 
2284 Rio de Janeiro | 2a. 
2285 Iceland (1895-98) <a 
2286 Beirut and Syria (1898) ooo | 
2287 Valparaiso... «2 2d. 
2288 Pernambuco ... 2d. 
2289 Malaga tee ase 3d. 
2290 Yokohama ... | 13d, 
2291 Azerbaijan... eee (1898-99) 1d. 
2292 Congo (Returns, 1898)... 1d. 
2293 Society Islands (1898) 1d. 
2294 Bavaria eee (1898-99) 
2295 Oregon, Idaho and Washington (1898) ooo 
2296 Tangier eee! ” ) eee eee 14d. 
2298 Peru... aus Cad | 
‘2299 Norway an 3d. 
2300 New Caledonia C ane ld. 
2301 Denmark ove | 230. 
2304 Corea » 2 eee lid. 
2305 Roumania eee ” ) eee 
2306 Damascus any ld. 
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List oF DirLomatic AND CoNSULAR REPORTS—ANNUAL 
SERIES.—continued. 
No. Place. Price. 
2307 Chefoo (1898) 3d. 
2308 Kiukiang eee ” 1d. 
q 2311 Lecce 24d. 
a 2312 Frankfort 3d. 
j 2314 | Boston vee | 
2317 Stockholm and Sweden .| 2ad. 
2319 Philippine Islands 14d. 
2322 Borneo and Sarawak ... ld. 
2323 Dar-al-Baida ... (1897-98) oo | 
2324 Canton (1898) osh ld. 
2325 Chinkiang Gs, ) axe 1d. 
2326 Italy ... ae ... (Finances in 1899)... ooh 2d. 
2327 | British Central Africa ... (1898-99) | Bhd. 
2331 | Sicily By 24d. 
2332 Brazil ee 4d. 
2333 | Madeira 1d. 
2334 Madagascar 1d. 
2335 Dantzig 2d. 
2337 Gothenburg ... | 
2338 Port Said and Suez... 
2339 North Formosa a ye ‘ lid. 
2340 | Wuhu oat 
2341 | Tainan 1d. 
2342 | Riga... re 2d. 
2349 San Francisco... 2hd. 
2353 Bangkok eee ¢ ) eee 1d. 
2356 Bosnia and the Herzegovina ove 1d. 
2359 Angora 1d. 
2360 Dutch and French Guiana 1d. 
2361 Havanna aN eee 1d. 
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SERIES. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


487 Germany on Local Government and 


Prussia 
488 Italy. —Report on the Mother-of-Pearl "Industry on the 

Calabrian Coast 4d. 
489 German a on the British and Westphalian ea 

Trade at amburg in 1898 ... 


Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in ae 
1871 to 1898 we | Bhd. 
491 Belgiwm.—Report on Commercial Education ir 
492 France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 
of Newfoundland and off Iceland _... 1d. 
493 |. Brazil—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- } 
cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 43d. 
494 Brazil.—RKeport on a Journey to the ‘Diamond Fields of 
Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of MinasGeraes | 2d. 
495 Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark... | 1d. 
496 land. on Commercial Education in Switzer- 


490 Germany.—Report on the Development of Co fal,| .., 


2d. 
497 Germany. —Report on Brown Coal Mining i in the Rhineland.| 1d. 
498 Netherlands. es ey on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 4d. 
499 Italy.—Suggestions for the Development of British Trade 
with Italy oe 14d. 
500 Austria-Hungary.—Report on Commercial Education in 
Austria ... ow | 
501 France.—Report on Commercial Education in France ooo | 29d. 
502 Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan ooo 1d. 
503 Italy.—Report on Commercial Education in Italy 1d. 


504 United States.—Report on Commercial Education in U. "pe 3d. 
505 France.—Report on Agricultural Education in France at aa 
506 Italy.—Exhibition at Turin in 1898 | 
[ 507 United States.—Coal Mining in State of lilinois for 1898 oa ld. 
\ 508 Sweden and Norway.—Report on Commercial Education in 


Sweden and Norway He oi 1d. 
509 Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland 2d. 
510 Brazil.—Report on matters of Commercial Intelligence 

relating to Brazil . aha 2d. 
511 Brazil—Précis of an Article on the Cotton Spinning and 

Weaving Industries in Brazil 460 4d. 
512 Brazil.—Coffee Production in Brazil and Consumption in 

the United States ... ove 4d. 
513 Austria-Hungary.— Hungarian Zone Tariff Railways oes 1d. 
514 Mexico.—Mexican Tobacco 1d, 
515 Austria-Hungary.—F inancial Result of the Purchase and 

Working of the Hungarian State Railways... eve 3d. 


No. | Price. 
| 
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XXIX.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 


woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Place. 


Newfoundland 
Cocos, Keeling and Christmas Islands 


British New Guinea... 
Bermuda 


Fiji ... 
Turks and Caicos Islands 


| 
No. | | Price. 
257 we | 1d. 
260 Niger ace | 23. a 
261 | Jamaica ve Sd, 4 
263 | Falkland Islands we | 14d. 
265 St. Helena... ove ove ove a 
266 | Leeward Islands ove oe | 230. 4 
267 St. Lucia ove ove oe | 
4a 
| 
| q 
| q 
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